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1. A ſhort Eſſay on the Corn- trade 
and the Corn- laws, containing, 
a general relation of the preſent 
method of carrying on the 


Corn-trade, and the Purport of 


tne Laws relating thereto in this 
Kingdom, firſt printed in 1758. 
2. Conſiderations on the Laws re- 
lating to the Importation - and 
Exportation of Corn, being an 


inquiry what alteration may be 


made in them for the benefit of 
the Public, wrote in the begin- 


ning of the year 1759. 


To which is added, 


3. A Collection of Papers relative 
to the Price, Exportation, and 
Importation of Corn, with ſome 
Obſervations and Calculations, 
ſhewing what the Nation may 
be ſuppoſed to have gained by 
giving the Bounty on the Ex- 
portation, what the quantity ef 
each fort of Corn annually Con- 
ſumed, Exported, Imported, and 
Grown may amount to, and the 
Proportions they enn bear 
each to the other. 
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A: SUPPLEMENT, 


Containing 


Several papers and calculations which tend to explain and 
confirm what is advanced 1 in the foregoing Tracts. | 
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E publiſhing the Ess Ax in 1758, and wri- 
ting the ConsIDERATIONS in 1759, though 
the laſt was then communicated only toa few, were 
the occaſion of many papers, relative to Corn, be- 
ing communicated to the Author, which he had 
never heard of before; and theſe, as they in gene- 
ral tended: to confirm and ſtrengthen many of the 
facts and obſervations contained in the faid Works, 
induced him to procure as many more as poſſible, 
'and by theſe means he became poſſeſſed of what ap- 
peared to him a valuable collection, in that it proved 
from facts, the great propriety and utility of, and 
benefits that have ariſen from, our Corn-laws, which 
are not the work of a day, but were framed by ſlow 
degrees, and are founded on an experience of up- 
wards of two hundred years, which elapſed while they 
were bringing to their preſent ſtate, viz. from 1534, 
35 H. 8. to 1738, 11 G. 2. fince when they have 
not been altered although oy have had fome a 
rary ſuſpenſions *. 

For which reaſons, and as many papers in the 
Collection appeared too valuable to be loſt, it was re- 
ſolved to communicate them to the Public; and, if 
poſlible, though this ſeemed very difficult, to range 
them in ſuch a manner as to ſhew their connection, 
make them intelligible, and, at the- ſame time, 
throw light on each other, and on the two firſt men- 
_ Ln, which, in general, were well ap- 


proved 


* See liſt of Statutes, pages 20 and 21. 
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proved. How far this is done, as well as of the va- 
lue of the papers themſelves, and of what utility the 
publiſhing them may be, the Public will judge, on 
whoſe candour the Author relies for any miſtakes he 
may have made, and the many repetitions which 
will be found in the performance; ſome of which 
are caſual, but much the greater part were made 
with a view that the Reader might, as much as poſſi- 
ble, conſtantly have the whole matter he is reading 
of before him, without being referred; which yet, 
after all, will be found too frequently the caſe. 
5 rad any. thing is ſaid relative to the Corn 
trade, eſpecially if it contains propoſals for making 
any alteration, in the Coru-larus, it ſhould, be well 
weighed, and the reaſons. given for making the al- 
teration well and maturely conſidered. before any re- 
gard is paid thereto, for the Corn-trade is of a very 
comprehenſive nature and very few, if any, are fully 
maſters of the ſubject, the good management of 


which is of the utmoſt conſequence. to the Public 3 
beſides, every man is liable to be miſtaken, miſin- 


formed, and miſled, and the Author, after all his: 
care, and the helps he hath been favoured with, is 
very ſenſible that this may be his on caſe, and 
therefore, in his attempts tò explain our Corn-laws, and 
hinting wherein he thinks they may be improved, 
hath given his reaſons for every material thing he hath- 
advanced, of which the Reader will judge, whom 
he begs leave to aſſure, that, in this publication, his 
principal view is by explaining the Corn- trade and 
Corn-laws, to contribute what little is in his power 
towards keeping Corn continually at ſuch a moderate 
price as may be ag the Aer EE the labourer and i in- 
— Poor. 3 
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A general Relation of the preſent Method of 8 
carrying on the Corn- trade, and the Purport 
of the Laws relating thereto in this King- 
dom. 
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Firſt printed in 1758, 
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2 T may juſtly be queſtioned, whether many of the 
late Writers, who have communicated their 
thoughts to the Public concerning the Cor n- trade, 
have not conſidered the affair in too reſtrained 
a light; as alſo whether the alterations they pro- 
poſe in the method of carrying on this Trade, and 
the amendments they would make in the Laws 
relating thereto, would ſuit any - other than par- 
Lieder FRAME 
It is a quite different thing to make Laws for 
the regulation: of Trade in one particular toren, 
and to | make Laws for regulating ſo conſiderable 
a Trade as that of Corn is throughout ſo large a 
kingdom as this of Great Britain; which muſt be 
acknowledged by all, who conf Jer how much the 
annual produce in many places falls ſhort of the 
general conſumption of the inhabitants, whilſt in 
ot bers it exceeds it. 

Theſe conſiderations have given riſe to the 
following Eſſay ; wherein is laid down a general, 
but fair relation, in what method the Corn-trade 
is at preſent carried on in theſe kingdoms ; together 
with the Laws relating thereto : and till the na- 
ture and method of carrying on this buſineſs in 
general is well underſtood, it is hardly poſſible ts 
make Laws for its regulation with he proba» 
bility of Succeſs. 


This is verbatim as in 1758. 
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Te LTHOUGH it be 4. 8 
© opinion, that the preſent dearneſo 
of Corn ariſes principally from the 
Avarice of the Farmers and ini- 
quity of the Factors, Merchants, 
Millers, Bakers and Dealers in 
e ; yet there is cauſe to believe, that it ariſes 
chiefly, if not wholly, from a real ſcarcity, occafi- 
oned by the ſhort crops, which for three or four 
years paſt have been in the weſt and northweſt parts 
of the kingdom, and from the general ſhortneſs of 
the crop throughout the whole kingdom in the year 
1756. For ſuppoſing the crop of the laſt year 1757 
to have been as good as the fine proſpect in the field 
Promiſed, which there is reaſon to doubt, much of 
it being lighter, by two or three pounds in a Buthe], 

than in fine years, from the Blight or Mildew 
brought 


1745 þ 
But how reaſonable ſoever this may ſeem, yet it 


\ 
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brought on by the dry weather, it would not be ſuff- 


cient to reduce the Price much, or ſoon, as little or 
no old Stock was left remaining. and of courſe a 
much larger quantity of this year's growth mult be 
already conſumed than is uſual” at this time of the 
ear. To confirm theſe obſervations, if we recur 
to former Times, we ſhall find that in'the year 1693 
Wheat roſe from 21. 6s. to 3l. 75s. per quarter, and 
was not much under that price, except in 1695, 


when it was 21. 138. till 1700, when it came down 
to 40s. In 1709 Wheat roſe from 21. 1s. 6d. 


to gl. 18s. 6d. at which Price, within fixpence, it 
continued the next year, and was not ſo low as 4.08. 


till 1718. In 1740 Wheat roſe to 21. 158. from 


II. 178. Gd. and though the clamour was at that 


time as much againſt Farmers, &c. as it now is, and 


the harveſt of 1741 was good, both as to quantity 
and quality, yet Wheat was at 21. 7s. throughout 
that year; though in 1742 it came down to II. 128. 
and after that continued declining, ag was COIN to 


* 


muſt be owned that the general opinion, even amongſt 


many perſons of rank and character, appears to be 


on the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion. The dearnefs 
of Corn is felt; and how to bring the Corn- trade 
under ſuch regulations for the future, as to prevent 
the like diſtreſs hereafter, is under the conſideration 


of the Parliament. And we may juſtly expect from 


the integrity and abilities of the honourable perſons 


to whom this affair is committed, that the buſineſs 


of the Corn-trade will be thoroughly examined, 
from the firſt throwing of the ſeed into the ground, 


to the n of. the product in bread | and 


drink 
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CORN TRADE and CORN LAWS. ++ 


drink, or the Exportation of ſuch part of it as may 
at any time be conveniently ſpared ; as alſo that the 
' ſeveral Laws which, ſince Edward vi. have been 

made in relation thereto, with the good or bad effects 
they have had, and wherein and why the expectations 


of them have been anſwered or failed, will be care- 


fully enquired into and examined, and the Laws 

themſelves in conſequence thereof be either confirmed 

or amended*. | | 
Corn is to be conſidered both as a Food and Mer- 


chandiſe. The providing it either by growing or 


importing, its preſervation for uſe or ſale, the pre- 


paration of it for Food by grinding and baking, the 
fixing, or rather declaring, the price of bread, and 
what weight the ſame ſhould be of according to the 
price of Corn, are particulars which have at all times, 
and in all places, been more or leſs the care of the Le- 
giſlature, and fallen under the direction of the Civil 
Magiſtrate ||. The Parliaments of this kingdom, as ap- 
pears by the Statute-book, have frequently had this 
matter under their conſideration, and generally 
treated it in the view we have mentioned above, both 


as Food and Merchandiſet. In almoſt every Statute: 


which attemptsany regulationin this Trade,we mayvi- 
ſibly diſcern they have endeavoured to order it ſo, that, 
while they were guarding againſt any thing which 
miight tend to diſtreſs the poor, Tillage ſhould not be 

| diſcouraged. 


* No alteration was made. 

I See an account of the care taken in moſt civilized 
pr Sc. by the Rev. Rich. Onely, fold by Hawkins, 
2 

t The Author of Les Interits de la France thinks it 

was never ſeen in this light till 1660, ſee Supp. chap, 

2. ſec. 3. but the Statutes prove the contrary. | 


' 
= 
| 

| 

og 


— — "a am. ä the IN a dt 
E = th... pos 
— 


© 9G ON At? or 9 


- 


— tn 
— 


8 A SORT Ess Ax on the | 

diſcouraged. To this End they have generally fixed 
the prices at which all perſons might buy and lay up 
Corn, or export it; and ſem to have endeavoured, 
by all poſfible means, to make the People ſee it in 
the ſame light; having in the ſpace of ſeventy-nine 
years, beginning with 1548, the 5th of Edward vr. 
and ending with 1627, the 3d of Charles 1. paſſed 
eigbt ſeveral Acts, as may be ſeen in the liſt at the 
end of this treatiſe, in which they have encreaſed 
the Exportation-price from 6s. 8d. equal to 20s. 
of our Money, to 32s., the quarter. How this 
Trade was managed during the rebellion doth not 
appear. But on the reſtoration, in 1660, the Ex- 
portation-price was immediately ſet at 408. the 
quarter. In 1663, only three years after, it was 
carried to 48s. By this law, it was enaCted, that 


| when Wheat doth not exceed that price, all and 


every perſon may buy, lay up and keep the fame, 
and fell it again, under ſuch regulations as by the 
ſaid Act are laid down: which Act appears to have 
anſwered the intentions of the Legiſlature, as Wheat, 
which for 20 years before, viz. from 1646 to 1666, had 
been on the average 21. 178. 5d. + per quarter, was 
for 20 years after, viz. from 1666 to 1686 only 
21. 6s. 3d. per quarter on the average: and this 
Was a virtual repeal of the Acts 5 and 6 of Edward 
VI. and 5 Elizabeth, To far as leaſt at they regard Li- 
cenſing till Wheat is 48s. for, doubtleſs, upon paſ- 
ſing this Act, many engaged in the Corn- trade, 
who were not qualified to take out Licenſes by the 


former Statutes, and if at any time it happened that 


out of, or between the quarter-ſeſſions, Wheat 
came to exceed 488. when none could be licenſed, it 


could not be ſuppoſed that all buying and ſelling 
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Corn ſhould: ceaſe till Licenſes could be granted; 
nor would it be right to oblige. ſuch, who were not 
qualified* to take Licences by the former acts, and 
yet had legally, while Wheat was under 48s. by 
the authority and under the protection of this act, 
engaged their fortunes in this trade, immediately 70 
leave off; and where would others be found, who 
had ſufficient knowledge, or were diſpoſed and ready 
to enter into this trade, which any might again re- 
ſume on the fall of the prices of Grain. 

It might be the intent of the propoſers, or ma- 
kers of this Law, 15 Cay. 11. to leave the Corn- ; 
trade, as it hath in effect been ever ſince, free and 
open t, and ſo much did the deſire of making Corn 
a Merchandize then prevail, that in the year 1670 
an act was paſled allowing Wheat to be exported 
even after it exceeded 48s. paying the Cuſtom ; 
from which Time till 1688 the average price of 
Wheat was 21], 68. a quarter; in which year, never- 
theleſs, an act was paſſed, repealing ' all Cuſtom, 
and giving a Bounty of 58. per quarter on exporta- 
tion, till it ſhould exceed 488. the quarter; _ ; 
which, till 1693, Wheat, on the average, 
36s. 3d, per quarter only; but growing and con- 
tinuing dearer till 1698, the Exportation was forbid 
for one year, and then, for 9 months, the Bounty 
was ſuſpended ; from the expiration of which term, 
till 1709, Wheat continued cheap, the average 
price being 11. 148. 5d. per quarter; but in that 
year it roſe to 3]. 18s. 6d. per quarter, and expor- 

| C tation 


* 3. e. Is or hath been married; an houſcholder, and 
thirty years of age. See Stat. 5 El. c. 12. ſec. 4 and 5, 
3 See gu 1 ch. 2. ſec. g. how free eee ns WI 

haye laid the Corn«trade with them. 
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tation was again prohibited for one year; yet Wheat 
was never under 40s. till 1718; from which time, 
till 172855 it continued under that price; from 1725 
to 1730 it was on the average 2l. 7s. 8d, and in the 
year 1729 an act was paſſed regarding the Importa- 
tion, as alſo in 1732, and the method of enquir- 
ing into the price, in order to fix the Duty on Im- 
portation, was ſettled. From 1729 to 1740 the 
price was II. 15s. 7d, per quarter; in which year 
the price was 21. 158. and the Exportation again 
prohibited for one year. It continued at al. 7s. the 
following year; but from thence to 1756 the price 
was Il. 148. 3d. In the latter end of that year, and 
the begiuning of 1757, growing exceſſive dear, and 
great diſturbances ariſing under pretence of the high 
price, the Parliament again took the affair into con- 
ſideration, and paſſed one act to ſtop the Diftillery®, 

another to prohibit for a year the Exportation**®, and 
a third to allow the Importation Duty free, for a 
time certain t; in all which acts, ſuch neceſſary 
clauſes were inſerted as prove they never forgot or in- 
tended to oppreſs the Farmer, whilſt they e N 

h ed to relieve the Poor. 

\F But Corn is ftill dear, and the diſcontent near the 
1 ſame, and how far the Farmer, and others concerned 
in the Corn- trade, are or may be the cauſe thereof. 
and guilty of ill-practices, or whether all or any of 

them are in fault, or in any degree to blame, may 
in ſome meaſure be determine by reflecting on the 

2 nature of. that Trade, and the manner in which each. 
branch 


* 30 G. 2. c. 10. which was by ſeveral othera cts con- 
tinued to 21 Ap. 1760. | 
** 30 G. 2. c. 1. continued to 25 Mar. 1759. 
| 30 G. 2. c. 7. to the 24 Aug. 1757. 
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branch thereof is tranſacted, and the means made 
uſe of with us to provide, preſerve and prepare 
Corn for Food : and nk ol WES follows may be of 
ſome uſe to that end. 

In regard to the procuring a Cufficiett Provisron 
of our own Growth, or by Importation ; the Legiſla- 
türe ſcems to have taken the following Gre Fe 

Firſt, as much as poſlible by encouraging the Far- 
mer to till ſo much land, that our own Growth ma 
be ſufficient, and; in caſe it ſhould” exceed the con- 
ſumption, by making proviſion for a bounty to be 
Paid in order to export the furplus, whereby the Far- 

mer's fears of loſs, in that ner are removed, or 
rather preventde. "1 

Secondly, by a law [ppbwering we Magiſtrates 
every ſix or three months to allow of the Importation 
for fix or three months to come, on a very moderate 
duty, after Wheat exceeds 53s. 4d: the quarter, and 
by the late act, for a time certain, duty free; in all 
which, as was before obſerved, the intereſt of the 
Farmer was remembered as well as the neceſſities of 
the Poor. | | 

And here it may not be amiſs to eönſider more at 
large the circumſtances, and general method of mar- 
keting, of our preſent Farmers, or Growers of Corn, 
and the Merchants, F actors, and others, concerned 
in this Trade. 

Now the Farmers may be divided into four claſſes 
viz. the poor Farmer, the Farmer in moderate cir- 
cumſtances, the Farmer in 580 eircumſtanees, * 
the rich Farmer. 

1. The poor Farmers, who are very numerous, 
with great difficulty and labour, and ſeldom without 
ſome credit, as well from the ſhopkeepers, as their 


8 landlord, 
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landlord, are able to ſubſiſt themſelves and families 
till after harveſt, and their crops are generally all 
threſhed, ſold, and gone before Chriſtmas, or by the 
ime their lands are in order and the ſeed put into 
the ground for the next year's crop. 
2. The Farmers in moderate circumſtances, whoſe 
neceflities, nevertheleſs, are ſuch, that, as each 
Seed-time, every Quarter, and F. air come round, 
they are obliged to raiſe money to defray the expence, 
pay rent, or buy in live ſtock, and, if they have any 
Corn left in May, they think themſelves well off. 
3. The Farmers in good circumſtances, who ge- 
ä nerally have it in their power, after ſeeding their 
lands, paying rent, purchaſing live ſtock, and pay- 
ing all other expences through the year, to reſerve a 
few loads of Wheat to ſell in, or after harveſt, in 
order to bear the expence thereof, and in expecta- 
tion, if the Seaſon ſhould prove bad, to make a better 
price than before harveſt. © 
4. The rich Farmers, who are in a capacity, as | 
to Fortune, to keep the whole, or the greateſt part 
of their Crops, the year over, ſpeculate on the mar- 
 kets, threſh out and ſell when they like the price. 
Theſe in ſome meaſure ſerve at their own private ex- 
pence the ſame purpoſe as public Magazines, and 
without many ill Conſequences which might attend 
ſuch Magazines*, keeping a quantity of Corn al- 
ways in the nation, and the Markets from being un- 
reaſonably dear; and, whatever may be thought, 
theſe men ſcarcely ever have it in their power, how- 
ever in their will, to diſtreſs the Poor; for their 
numbers are but ſmall, comparatively ſpeaking, 1 
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the waſte made by vermin makes their expence in 
keeping it very great, and frequently forces them 
to market ſooner, than they might otherwiſe intend 
to go. 

"The next thing to be conſidered is the PRESERV A- 
TION of Corn when grown, both for uſe and ſale, 
and in this regard 1s to be had both to quantity and 
quality. Such quantity ſhould be always in the 
nation as will be ſufficient for the conſumption of 
the current year, and alſo to ſupply any accidental 
deficiency in the Crop; and this muſt be kept, ei- 
ther in public Magazines, or private hands. How 
far the Farmers keep, or can keep, may be obſerved 
from the account of their uſual method of Trade, as 
before related, from which it may be gathered that 
the ſale in the fore part of the year, or immediately 
after harveſt, is more than the conſumption, and if 
the exceſs is not then laid up in Granaries, the ſame 
would be in all probability exported, and Corn be- 
fore the next harveſt become ſcarce, and conſequent- 
ly dear*. But this is provided for and prevented by 
act 15 Car. II. which enables, or impowers, all 
Perſons to- buy, and lay it up; in conſequence of 
which many ſubſiſt by ſtoring up this exceſs at their 
own riſque, and the Public, or Legiſlature, have 
ſeldom any neceſſity to take any care about it, and 
were never yet, at leaſt ſince this act paſſed, obliged 
to form Magazines, which, if ever they ſhould be 


obliged . 


® 'This uſed to be the caſe before the Bounty was given, 
and our forefathers have ſometimes bought their own 
Corn apain ; and the People of Berne at this day, not- 
withſtanding their Magazines, are often reduced to the 


1 neceſſity. See the Avoyer's letter, ſupp. chap. the 
r 


14 A Snoxr Esvay on the 


bbliged to do, might become a very great diſcou- 


ragement to tillage, and the Corn-trade, and in the 


end make Corn dearer than before ; as the Farmer, 
ſeeing large quantities collected together in one view, 


might imagine Corn would never bear a price for the 


future, and the fear of the market being ſpoiled by 
the Magazines being opened would prevent all pri- 
vate perſons from keeping a ſufficient quantity by 
them, to carry on their buſineſs with profit, and 
conſequently the Trade would decline, or be in a 


manner left off, which might be attended with many 


other ill conſequences, at preſent impoſſible to be 
known or foreſeen. Neither can that care be taken 
to preſerve the Corn from corruption, decay, or be- 
ing diminiſhed or deſtroyed by vermin, in ſuch pub- 
lic Magazines, as in private Hands, and conſe- 
cy the goodneſs of the quality cannot be ſo 


well preſerved ; for they will ſeldom be emptied more 
than once a year, and all, who know the Corn- 
trade, know how difficult it is in this climate to pre- 


ſerve Corn ſweet, after it is out of the ſtraw, for the 
whole year 1 round. 


1 7 7) 


be, and generally i is, as 525 as it would be in * 
Magazines, yet it is always circulating, by many 
ſhifted once a month, and by ſcarcely any leſs than 
three times a year; in conſequence of which the 
Corn hath no time to decay, and the vermin, ſuch 
as Rats and Mice, are too well watched to be per- 
mitted to deſtroy it; for was the private trader to 
| ſuffer them to make much waſte, or the good quality 
of but a ſmall part of what he circulates in the year 
to be ſpoiled, by the natural decay of the Corn, 
Which is very apt to heat, and thereby introduce an 


Innumerable 
, 


FT 
1 
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innumerable army of Worms, or Weavils, it might 
bid fair to wipe off all his profits for that time. 
ThePREPARATION of the Corn for food, by grind- 
ing and baking, is the next conſideration : in regard 
to both which our Parliaments have very properly 
and judiciouſly interfered ; where Corn is ground for 
hire, puniſhing the Miller if he takes more than his 
juſt due for toll, though the grinding being now in 
moſt Places paid for in money, theſe Laws are but 
little known; and where Bread is baked for ſale, 
fixing the aſſize, or weight of the penny and other 
loaves, according to the price of the Grain, Meal, 
or Flour, of which the ſame is made, having regard 
to the ſort or fineneſs of the bread, by which the 
Poor are, or ought to be, ſatisfied ; that the Baker 
IX hath only a reaſonable Allowance ; nnd he hath no 
= right to expect more, and if he attempts any fraud the 
Magiſtrate has it in his Power to puniſh him for the 
ſame. 

It were hard to ſay which of theſe Trades lies 
under the. worſt imputations at -preſent ; ſome of 
them are of a ſerious nature, many trifling, and 
many contrary to common ſenſe. What truth there 
is in any of them, doubtleſs, the Parliament will 
=X enquire, and cauſe thoſe to be properly puniſh- 
ed who have offended, againſt any Law now in be- 
ing, and provide ſuch Laws* as may ſeem proper to 
prevent ſuch male-practices in both Trades for the 
future, as the preſent Laws will not reach. 

| What 


An act for regulating the A: &c. was paſled, 
XX v22. 31 G. 2. c. g. but this chiefly reſpecting only places 
where the Aſſize ſhall be ſet; another act, viz. 3 G. 3. 


e. xi. was paſſed to regulate them where the Affze ſhall 
not be ſet. 
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What has been already ſaid might {ſerve to give a 
general idea of the Corn-trade ; yet it may not be 
improper to be a little more particular in regard to 
the method in which it is carried on by Merchants 
and Factors, Meal-men and Meal-faQtors, Millers 


and Bakers. 


Now, Corn may be conſidered as a Merchandize, 
not only in regard of the Exportation to, and Im- 
portation of it from, foreign parts, but alſo in re- 
gard to the buying and tranſporting it from one 
part of the ſame Kingdom to another; ſince in many 
parts much more is grown than the inhabitants can 
conſume, and in many others enough is not grown 
for the uſe of the people ; and Merchants and Fac- 
tors are employed in this buſineſs, either buying on 
their own accounts, or by commiſſion, as opportu- 
nity offers. And this muſt always have been the 
caſe, as the members of Cities and large Towns be- 
ing employed about other affairs, and often at a 
great "diſtance from the growing Counties, can 
neither have had leiſufe nor opportunity to fetch it 
themſelves; and thoſe Purveyors, Laders, Badgers, 


Kiidders, th Carriers, mentioned in the old Sta- 


tutes, muſt have been men employed in the ſame 
ſort of Buſineſs as our preſent Merchants and Fac- 
tors are; nor was the Statute, 5 and 6 Edward vi. 
made to give riſe to, but to regulate, their method 
of Trade, ſome evil practices having crept in a- 
mong them, which were rather increaſed by that 
Law than removed, as appears by 5 Eliz. all which 
regulations ſeem to have been rendered uſeleſs, or 
rather repealed by Statute 15 Car. 11. as was be- 


fore | 


"= 


5 
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before obſerved, and the Corn- trade left in a manner 
free. | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that theſe Merchants and 
Factors are averſe to large profits, or that they will 
not get what they can for their trouble; but their 
number ſeems too great for them ever to combine, 
by refuſing to ſell at reaſonable prices, to opprefs 
the People. For, as the commodity they deal in is 
periſhable, ſhould they ever have ſuch thoughts, 
they might loſe more by the Corn growing worſe, 
than gain by the contrivance, before they could at- 
tain their ends. I ſay not that it is impoſſible, that 
attempts of this kind may be ſometimes made in 
particular places, but then they will generally turn 
-out to the loſs of ſuch Schemers, whilſt, the 
poſt is regular, and the Corn-trade continues free; 
for intereſt never fleeps, and every advance of price 
is quickly known to all dealers, and a deſire of ſha» 
ring in the profit will ſoon overſtock the market, 

Mealmen and Mealfactors are employed in Meal 
and Flour, as Merchants and Factors are in Corn, 
and often have Mills of their own, tho” they ſome- 
times hire; but in the laſt caſe the Miller is but a ve- 
ry inconſiderable perſon, barely living when'Corn is 
in plenty round his mill, and at other times being 
greatly diſtreſſed; which hath been the reaſon that 
many of them, who could raiſe a capital, have en- 
gaged in the Meal and Flour-trades, adding to their 
old occupation thoſe of Mealmen, and Meal-fac- 
tors. | 

Having mentioned the word Capital, it may not 
be improper to obſerve, that to carry on every branch 
of the Corn and Flour-trades, a much larger ſum of 
money is required than may commonly be imagined, 

| | | but 
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but will eaſily be believed, when it is remembered, 
that the whole is paid for in preſent money, and 
though ſome part may be returned in a month, 
the whole, by thoſe who have any conſiderable trade, 
is not returned more than three or four times in a 
year; and he that cannot in plentiful markets lay in 
a ſtock, but is obliged to buy in proportion to his 
ſales in ſhort markets, will find his trade turn out to 
little account. 
The following general Calculation may ſerve to 
illuſtrate this ſtill more. Suppoſe the whole num- 
ber of the people to be ſix millions, and that they 
each eat one quarter of Bread- corn yearly of thirty 
ſhillings value; that they each drink the produce of 
four buſhels, in the ſame time, of the value of ten 
ſhillings ; that the whole quantity of Oats, Beans 
and other. Corn, given to and conſumed by Horſes, 
Hogs, Oxen, other Cattle and Poultry, in the 
ſame time, is equal .in number of quarters to half 
the quantity conſumed in Bread only; each quarter 
of which may be valued on the average at fixteen 
ſhillings : And laſtly, ſuppoſe the annual quantity 
exported, though this feems moſt liable to be doubted, 
is equal in value to one ſixteenth part of the home 


conſumption, and that the account ſtands thus viz.* 
Quarters £, 3. 
Bread Corn —  — — $6,000,000 at 30s. — 9,000,000 
Corn made into Drink — 3, ooo, ooo at 208, — 3, ooo, ooo 
Oats, &c, for Cattle & Poultry 3, ooo, ooo at 16s, — 2,400,000 


000 
6s ia Fog he 


Total of the Hen Conſumption, Value C. 14,400,0c0 
Add the Value of .*. thereof for the Export £.900,000 


0 © 


Total Value of Corn conſumed and exported £. 18. 300. co 


0 


—— 


Suppoſe the Money returned 4 Times a Year, I is C. acted © @® 
Naw 


See another calculation, ſupp. ch. 5. ſec. 27. 
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Nou let us conſider, that though ſome few con- 
cerned in the Export may have larger dealings, yet, 
he is reckoned no ſmall Trader who returns one 
hundred quarters weekly, and multitudes do not re- 
turn forty quarters in that time ; and at'the ſame 
time let us reflect on the number of perſons, Who 
muſt be employed in the Corn-trade, to which may 
be added the Farmers and Growers, who probably 
are ten times more in number than the others, and 
it may then be eaſy to judge how far it may be likely 
they ſhould all combine to inhance the price, more 
than the ſmallneſs of the quantity may require; 
as the leaſt of them all, in ſuch caſes, who ſhould 
ſell through fear, neceſſity, or inclination, would 
break the knot. It is true, an opinion or prepoſſeſſi- 
on that things are ſcarce may ſometimes accidentally * 
run through the body, and raiſe the price, but no- 
thing but a real ſcarcity can ſupport it; and'though 
perhaps, the ſteadineſs in the price of Corn may be 

' deemed a certain proof of its being in plenty; yet 
this ſteadineſs may, in a great meaſure, be preſerved, 
if not ſometimes procured, by the Magiſtrates, as 
will be explained below. 

And here it may not be amiſs to take notice, how 
much the generality of people differ in opinion, in 
regard to the whole quantity grown, and the pro- 
portion which the annual produce of Corn in this 
kingdom bears to the conſumption, or rather what 
the latter bears to the former; it being very common 


to hear men of good capacities” and underſtanding * | , 
aſſert, that we commonly grow enough in one year 
D 2 ts 


- See Supp. ch. 2. ſec. 15. 
t See Supp. ch. 5. ſee, 27. 
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to ſerve two, often three, nay ſome do not ſcruple to 
advance, that in one good year we grow enough ta 
ſerve ſeven: years. In ſome particular pariſhes this 
poſſibly may be true, but it is very far from being the 
caſe throughout the whole kingdom.. Let us only 
ſuppoſe we grow enough to ſerve fifteen months. 
Now, to make the matter plain, we fay, that in 
twelve months we conſume twelve quarters, and we 
ſuppoſe, that the Export and Diſtiller together take 
off one quarter-and half more, which is beyond the 
truth; in this caſe the whole, uſed and exported, 
will amount to thirteen months and a half, and we 
have one month and a half left; which will in ten 
years amount to twelve millions of quarters, and be 
worth as many pounds at leaſt, even ſuppolirg Our 
account in regard to the conſumption as above to 
exceed the truth one fixth part. Now, we had ten 
as good years as ever were known in ſucceſſion from 
1741 to 1751; Nay, if the common opinion is right, 
we have had ſixteen. But where was the Corn ſeen 
in 1751? Or what is become of it now ? Let us 
reflect on the appearance of ſtacks and fulneſs of 
barns after harveſt in every year, and then ſay where 
ſuch a quantity could lie concealed, either in the 
ſtraw or out. It could not be hid, Corn, even, 
when threſhed, iS à very bulky commodity, and re- 
ires much room to be properly preſerved ; and 
when it lately happened that a great quantity of 
Wheat was imported into London at once, which 
could not be above forty * thouſand quarters, the 
CH whole 


* # 


* 'The accounts having been fince made up, it appears 
to have been 79,610 ꝗrs. 7 b. and that the whole was 
130,343 


'S 


2 8 


LY 4 8 e © od... 5 + £ 


. 


CORN TRADE and CORN LAWS. 22 


whole Importation. not amounting: to ſeventy, and 
the Merchants, who could not meet with ſales, were 

obliged. to lay it up, they found it extremely difficult 
to get ſufficient granaries for that purpoſe; and yet 
a Gentleman in appearance took the liberty to fay, 

and that too in a public Inn, that, of his oπ] n know- 

ledge, one Man had engroſſed and laid up Wheat 
enough to ſerve the City of London; and Suburbs 
three months; which is at leaſt 1 50, oo quarters, 
and was worth at that time near . 400, 0 , So. 
apt are Men to talk rein of what they have ſo little 
knowledge. 

The forementioned been are excluſive of: 
the ſeed, which is at leaſt: equal to one tenth part 
of the growth, and, almoſt every year, whilſt. it is 
putting into the ground, occaſions ſume ſmall riſe 
in the markets; and the mouths. of the clamorous 
are then open againſt the Engroſſers; but they don't 
conſider, that, at that time, the demand is more 
than double to what it is at other times; neither 
need the quantity uſed: for ſeed be taken notice of, 
when we conſider how much more the annual pro- 
duce is leſſened by a failure in the Crop, of only one 
ſixth part, than is taken off, on an average, Cannes 
Diſtiller and Exporter. 

In the firſt calculation we ſuppoſed: the quantity 
uſed by the Diſtiller to be comprehended in that 
uſed for drink, and in the ſame account the Export 
is reckoned at only one ſixteenth of the conſump- 

tion. 


130, 343 qrs. 2 b. best argument will ſtill hold ü 
do, ooo qrs. is but a ſmall part of the whole annual con- 
ſumption. 


% 
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tion. In the laſt we reckoned both together to a- 
mount to one eighth of the conſumption. Both 
theſe eſtimations. were ſo made in order to give the 
greater face of probability to the argument. 

Now, ſuppoſe the annual Produce of an acre in 
common, beſides ſeed for the next year, is three 
quarters of Wheat, and that one eighth, in com- 
mon, is taken off by the Diſtiller and Exporter, 
that is, three buſhels; and then ſuppoſe the Crops 
fall ſhort one ſixth part, amounting to four buſhels ; 
by this means there will be a diminution of 
one third more than the whole quantity - taken off 
by the Diſtiller and Exporter, on the average, 
which, perhaps, may not have been enough conſi- 
dered. EC TING . TR. 973: 

Loet us make one ſhort reflection, and then re- 
turn to our ſubject. The Exporter and Diſtiller, 
whether they take off one eighth, or only one ſix- 
teenth of the produce, are large cuſtomers, and 
give great encouragement to Tillage; for whatever 
may be thought to the contrary, the quantity ſown 
will ever bear a proportion to the demand ; and if one 
eighth, or one ſixteenth, of the demand is taken 
away, the Farmer finding his ſtock too large, will 
contrive to leſſen it, by growing leſs ; as, on the 
contrary, he will endeavour to grow more, when the 
demand increaſes; and for this reaſon in dear 
years, the demand being, at leaſt in appearance, 
increaſed, a much larger quantity is always ſown ;. 
and though this for the preſent {till helps to increaſe 
the ſcarcity, it nevertheleſs makes proviſion for 
greater plenty the —— year. The quantity of 

. Corn, 
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Corn, in plentiful years *, and exported 'diſtilled, 


may be compared to the expences of a Man of for- 


tune in diverſions and amuſements, for which he 
takes care to provide the proper funds, as well 
as for neceſlaries; but theſe increaling, he is 
content to forego his pleaſures, and applies what 
was provided for them, to ſupply his wants, and by 


that means find comfort, when otherwiſe he would 


have been in diſtreſs. 
But to return to our ſubject. 


The method in which Bakers carry on their trade 


is different, according to their different ſituations. 
Many, in Country places, buy all in Corn, and 
have it ground, either on hire, or at Mills of their 
own: Some buy only part in Corn, and part in 
Flour, or Meal, as opportunity offers ; whilſt others 
buy all they uſe, in London more particularly, in 
Flour of the Mealmen, or Mealfactors ; and theſe 
laſt are moſt capable to make good _ bread for 
a conſtancy ; for. the Mealmen buying larger quan- 
tities, and the MealfaQtors having many ſorts to ſell, 
they ſcarcely ever uſe the Flour of one fort of Wheat 
alone; and the advantage this gives them is incon- 
ceivable ; for a number of ſorts, judiciouſly mixed, 
by the mutual aſſiſtance of their different qualities, 

ariſing 


* If theſe reflections are right, neither Exporter or Diſ- 
tiller ſhould be too much diſcouraged, and the Diſtiller, 


while ſpirits are uſed, ſhould have the preference in point 


of policy ; ſince, it is ſaid, he pays ſixteen ſhillings and 
upwards for liberty to uſe what the Exporter hath large 
ſums for taking away.— Now by the act 33 G. 2. c. 9. 


the duties on ſpirits is ſo increaſed as to amount to above 


bree pounds per quarter on all Corn diſtilled, 
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arifing from the various ſoils on which they grow, 
will do much better than almoſt any one ſort alone. 
- Whereas the Baker, who buys Corn for himſelf, is 
_ always obliged to uſe what he hath bought, tho” his 
. Judgment muy have deceived him in the buying, or 
| the market may not have enabled him to provide 
Himſelf with ſuch in quality as he may have defired, 
or having been bought good, it may be by accident 
, | debaſed in grinding, each of which circumſtances 
will at different times be the cafe; and when any of 
- "them happen to the Mealmen, he will have better 
opportunities of helping himſelf, by ſelling the Meal 
fot a-coarſer uſe. 
When the Bakers have provided the Wheat, Meal, 
or Flour, to make Bread, they are, or may be, 
bound to make it of fuch weight, or fell it at fuch 
price as the Magiſtrates ſhall order, who are autho- 
riſed by Law to ſet the fame, according to the price 
which the Grain, Meal, or Flour, whereof it ts 
made, bears in the market, common or reaſonable 
allowance being made them for their labour; and 
this power of the Magiſtrate, diſcreetly exercifed*, MY 
may be of great uſe in checking the too great duct 0 
ations in the market. = 
Wheat muſt alter four ſhillings in the quarter for 
the price of the peck-loaf to vary two pence} ; and 
the price of the peck-loaf you ny between 
18 


Ay. Nn. , K „ „ 


a * What is meant by d;/creetl exerciſed, is explained 
further in the paragraphs added to chis edition, which 
are marked thus . 

1 * wo- pence, this, which was ſaid of the old Aﬀſfize- 
table, is alſo true of the table in 31 G. 2. taking both 
forts of Bread into the account ; conſequently theſe ar- 

guments ſtill hold. 
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© 18 pence and 3 ſhillings, every fuch variation may 
be called 8 per cent, or 11 of the 2 value 
which is a great deal. 

Now; fuppoſe that Wheat ſhould vary in 650 
week eight ſhillings per quarter, it might be proper 
for the Magiſtrates to raiſe or lower the weight and 
price of bread, as if it had varied only four ſhillings; 
always remembring to ballance the account, which 
they will ſcarcely miſs an opportunity of doing 
within the ſpace of three months, by giving the 
Baker, when he hath ſuffered, for the like time that 
he hath ſuffered, as much more than' the common 


allowance, as will make up the difference to him; 


and, on the contrary, taking from him when the 
public hath fuffered, 


It is true the table of Aſſize hath provided for att 
| alteration of one penny the peck, which is two ſhil- 
lings in the quarter of Corn; in regard to which 
the Magiſtrates may ſometimes proceed in a diſcre- 
tional manner, as before hinted in regard to four 
=X tillings. But they will find it impoſſible, many 
times for a long while together, to raife and fall no 
=X more than one penny in the peck at a time; and it 
| may ſometimes happen, though it is preſumed very 
ſeldom, that they * be obliged to vary more than 
two pence. 
| | If, from any accidental glut in the Market*, an ex- 
traordinary fall in the price ſhould happen, and the 
4 Magiſtrates ſhould exerciſe their power with too much 
exactneſs in fixing the Aſſize of Bread, it may de- 
E | ter thoſe who haye goods, prepating or prepared, 
1 'E from 
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he See this further explained in the additions mark- 
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from bringing them to market, and make as ſudden 


and conſiderable an alteration the other way, which 
it might be equally imprudent in them to follow in 
fixing the price of Bread, as it might tend to alarm 
the Farmer, and make him for a time withhold his 


Corn. Complaints againſt the Farmers for with- 


holding in times of ſcarcity are never wanting, and 
yet our Parliaments have not, as we know of, thought 
proper to make any Laws to compel them to ſell ; 
for which. doubtleſs they had good reaſons. And 
Laws of this ſort ſeem needleſs, ſince the Farmers 
in general are obliged to contrive the matter ſo, that 
their whole ſtock may be ſold by harveſt to make 
room for the growing Crop; and the returning de- 
mands they all, except a very few, have for money, 
cauſe ſome of them every market day to ſell ſome 
ſpecies of Corn or other, and thereby as regular and 
continual ſupply in general is found, as could poſſi- 
bly be dealt out under the direction of any law. 
And, from ſome years obſervation, we are perſuad- 
ed, that if the ſtock in the Farmers hands had been 
annually taken account of at Chriſtmas, Eaſter, or. 
any other time, nearly the ſame quantity of the Crop 
would have been found exhauſted each year at the 
ſame time; and perhaps more would have been 
found exhauſted, both in very plentiful and 
very ſcarce years, than in thoſe of moderate plenty. 
In the firſt caſe, more Corn muſt be ſold to raiſe the 
like ſum, and in the laſt, the increaſe of money 
ſeldom equals the ſhortneſs of the Crop, and many. 
Farmers find their Barns empty before they have 
raiſed the neceſſary ſums. But let us ſuppoſe the 
Farmer in times of ſcarcity doth not bring his Corn 
to Market in due proportion according, to the time of 
i | the 
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the year, it is poſſible, though he regards only himſelf, 
this conduct may be of public utility; for was he 
to ſupply the Market in the beginning of the year 
with as much as in good years, too great a quantity 
might be exported , and famine ſtare us in the face 
before next harveſt. It will be replied, a reaſona- 
ble withholding may be right, but they always carry 
it to a wicked exceſs, We allow this caſe poſſible, 
but hardly probable. The hopes of gain are always 
attended by fears of loſs ; and fear being the ſtronger 


paſſion of the two, and backed, in regard to moſt of 


them, with their returning neceſſities, though ſome 
few may be carried by avarice ſo far as to withhold un- 
reaſonably, yet much the greater part, preſſed by neceſ- 


ſity, and urged by fear, will at otherwiſe ; and, upon 


the whole, the quantity ſold will be generally found, 
even in ſcarce times, in proportion to the time of 
the year; and though upon any accidental riſe, as 


above obſerved, they may withhold for a time, they 


cannot continue to do it long, ſince, in a very ſhort 
time, Corn will be brought from more _— 


a 2 | parts, and ſpoil their ſales. 


4 


The power of the Magiſtrates, in es to the 
Aſſze, ſeems declaratory, and if they take care that 
the Baker hath, one time with another, the common, 
or reaſonable OVA and no more, neither the 
people nor he are injured; and if the Magiſtrates 
can, in which however they ſhould act upon good 
informations and with great caution, by ſometimes 
giving more, and ſometimes leſs to the Baker, keep 


the Markets tolerable ſteady, the places here they 
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See note, page 13. 
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preſide will hardly ever fail of a regular ſupply ; and 
perhaps CASES may have happened within memory» 
which, upon reflection, may juſtify this way of 

+ When this pamphlet was wrote, it would not 


have been proper, on account of the prejudices 


which then prevailed, and the bad opinion to which 
almoſt all ſorts of people were then worked up, by 
anonymous authors againſt the Farmers apd Dealers 
in Corn: or decent, on account of the tranſactions 
having ſo lately paſſed, to have fully explained what 
was hinted at by the words &/creetly #xerciſed, page 24, 
the laſt paragraph, and the caſes therein mentioned 
which wes this. | 1 

. + Phe Magiſtrates in Lenden had, in the year 
1757, been very ſtrict, and it was thought much 
too haſty, in following every ſinking in the price of 
Wheat and Flour, in ſetting the Aſſize of Bread; 
and- ſome attempts were made to -reduce the prices 
of Wheat and Flour, by ſetting the Aſſizes of 
Bread lower than the returned prices of them woulc 
bear. The conſequences of which management 
were exactly ſuch, as it is herein before faid, fuch 
proceedings, on any  actidental glut in the Market *, 
would produce. Such Mealmen as depended wholly, 
or chiefly, on the Londen - Market, ſeeing they were 
to trade on a much greater uncertainty than com- 
mon, or rather to à certain loſs; proceeded with 
great caution and were afraid to do their uſual quan- 
tity of buſineſs : - Large quantities of Corn and 


ket, never came there at all; but were carried where 
it was imagined they would turn to a better, or at 


See Page 25. 


Flour, which were originally deſigned for that Mar-. 
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leaſt a more certain account; and many loads of 
Flour were fetched out of Londa again: and ſo 
bare of that commodity was the City at one time, 
that application was made to the Lords * of the 
Privy Council for advice, and it 5vgs prapaſed to their 
Lardſhips to put in execution the pawers given by an A 
of 25 Henry vIII. #0 fix a price, at which beat and 
Flour ſhall be ſald t, and ſome Factors and Mealmen 

Al Were 


Their Lordſhips were told, « there was jut ground 
to ſuſpect a com ination had been entered into to raiſe 
„ the price of Flour and Wheat, and that with this 
«6 view many Mealmen have ordered their Factors not 
<« to ſell the 'F lour conſigned to them, and have actually 
4 carried great antities of Flour and Wheat back into 
c the country, in order to make a ſeareity in the London 
«© Market which may raiſe the price. 

4 What is above obſeryed in relation to the power of 


the Magiſtrate in regard to Bread, will hold good as to 


every ſpecies of proviſion, and a French Author gives 
us the ollawing ſtory, which confirms what is here ad- 
vanced, and is an account of the ſucceſs of an attempt 
to make a regulation like that propoſed to the Privy 
Council. 

x, Og PONNANCE of PHILIP THE FAIR, in March 

3042 ſays, None, under - pain of confiſcation - of their 

= s, Mall ſell the Sr TIER of the BEST Wasar, Paris- 
meaſure, for more than forty /ols Paris- money,. and the 
S2q18R of other inferior Corn in proportion, and of 
Beans and Barley at thirty /ols, of Oats at twenty /ols, 
Bran at ten oli, and other grain in proportion. 

ut, ſays my Author, this Oxpannance was made 
in a great ſcarcity, and it produced a mak anhoppy ef⸗ 
fett, in that it hindered the "Markets from. being 4 
ed ; and it was revoked ſome days after by another 
DONNANCE, dated at Paris in 1304 On. Palm -Junday, in 
which PIII THE FAIR Permits the ſellers of Corn to 
get what price they can. 


Bf fares Mannoiers. Paris 1746, 4to« fo» 35+ tes. 
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were ordered to attend the 25 Aug. 1757, which they 


accordingly did, and were examined ; after which, 


more regard being had to ſet the Aſſize of Bread ac- 
cording to the returned prices of Wheat and Flour, 


the affair was ſoon remedied; and the ſame having 
been continued ever ſince, with more regularity, 
the Markets have in general been well ſupplied. 

'+ However, it was then found, from experience, 


that the power of the Magiſtrate in ſetting the Aſſize 


of Bread, is in fa&, as was before hinted, only 
declaratory, or ſaying at what prices, according to 
the returned value of the grain, &c. the Baker will 
have a reaſonable living profit. It is true, where 
they lay under any difficulty to get a true, return, 
they will be at a loſs how to. make ſuch declaration 
with propriety : but this can only happen i in ſmall 
towns or villages; and in ſuch places it is beſt not 
to ſet the Aﬀze at all; more eſpecially ſince 
the Statute of 3 Geo. 3. cap. 9. brings the Bakers 
of Bread, particularly of that made of Wheat, un- 
der a tolerable good regulation in thoſe places where 
Magiſtrates ſhall not think fit to ſet the Aſſize. 

- + But, as it would be proper in ſmall Towns and 
Villages to omit ; ſo in large Towns and Cities it 
will always be necellary to ſet the Aſſize, in order to 
ſatisfy the people that the price which the Bakers 
demand is no more than what is thought reaſonable 
by the Magiſtrates, and they have two rules by 
which they may judge if they have been miſtaken 
or miſled; that is, for any conſiderable time, acci- 
dental miſtakes and impoſitions, as they are impoſſi- 
ble to be avoided, are not here meant. 

+ Firſt then, if they have been induced to ſet the 
Aſſize too high, or ſo as to give the Bakers too large 
an 
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an allowance, they will find many * of them ſell for 
leſs than they allow. | | 5 
| + And, ſecondly, if on the contrary they have 
been induced to ſet it too low, they will find as ih the 
above caſe the Markets badly ſupplied. 1 
The Aſſize-table + ſeems to want ſome enlarge- 
ments, no notice being therein taken what price 
Flour ſhould be eſteemed to bear in proportion to 
Wheat; and, when this is done, it might not be 
amiſs to explain the method which ſhould be taken 
in ſetting the Aſſize out of Corporations, which is 
now ſeldom done, and in many places neglected, 
only becauſe the Law ſeems not explicit enough on 
that head; though it may require great care in ap- 
pointing for what diftri&t the ſame ſhould be ſet ; 
poſſibly every HunDRED may do; but, it ſeems, a 
certain diſtance round every: Corporation, 'in regard 
to London it would be beſt if it were ten or twelve 
miles, ſhould be obliged to follow the Aſſize ſet, 
and Orders made, by the Magiſtrate thereof ; other- 
wiſe, as Bread may, and will, often be 'different in 
its price in the Town and its neighbourhood, a con- 
tinual diſcontent, on account thereof, will be kept up 
amongſt the poor, which may, by the foregoing 
method of making certain diſtances round Corpora- 
tions follow the Aſſize thereof, be prevented, and 
that without departing from the rules of juſtice, 


ſince, 


Many there are very frequently or indeed generally 
ſome who underſell ; and it too often happens that they 
make themſelves ample amends in the quality, or quan- 
tity, and ſometimes in both. 3 

* A new Aſſize- table was ſettled and the Baking- trade 
regulated by Stat. 31 G. 2. c. 9; many of which regu- 


lations were by 3 G. 3. c. 11. extended to places where 
an Aſſize ſhall not be ſet. 


|: 
Ut 
bi 
J 32 A $noRt Ess AV on the 
fince, one time with another, the neighbourhoods 
of Cities and great Towns are ferved much on the 
ſame ternis as they are. 
Thus have we in general conſidered the Corn-trade : 
and Laws, endeavouring to ſhew in what methods f 
the Trade is carried on, from the Farmer to the 
Conſumer; and in what light it hath, or ſeems to . 
have, been regarded by ſeveral Parliaments from Ed. 
vi. to this day, wherein we could not forbear to in- = . 
termix à few reflections; and, if our account is ge- = 
nerally true, moſt of thoſe wit have wrote upon = ; 
this ſubject have been miſtaken ; probably, from con- = . 
fidering the Corn- trade and Laws as they regard or 5 
effect particular places, or parts of the Kingdom on- = : 
ly; whereas all Laws, made for the uſe of the whole = 
nation, ſhould be conſidered in a more enlarged views 1 
It is not intended to infinuate, that the Corn-trade =—_ 
wants no regulation, or the Laws relating thereto A 
no Explanation or amendment, and that the Dealers - 
in Corn are a ſort of righteous Men, who want no 7 
reſtraint or looking after. All that is aimed at is . 
only to ſhew, that this Trade is at preſent under 2 
better regulations, and tho preſent Corn-taws, tho = ' 
they may want ſome amendments, much better a- 2 | 
dapted to the intended (purpoſe; than is commonly n 
imagined: and that, whatever may be the will of _ 
particular Perſons, Providence, by the nature of the YN ] 
commodity, the large ſums neceſſary, and the num- = . 
ber of hands required to carry on this Trade, hath = 
put it out of the power of the Cotn-fattors, andall ⁵ 
others coricerned therein, in any corfidetable degree 4 | J 3 
to oppreſs the People, more eſpecially whilſt the pre- 1 | 
ſent Laws are in force; and, we are fully perſuaded, © F 
no better mmm in . for * this af- =—_ 
fair 
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fair can be framed or delivered, how much ſoever, in 
particular inſtances, they may be improved. Let us 
reflect once more upon what they ſay. : 
To the Farmer Till your land, and fear not hav- 
ing ſo great a plenty as to be a burthen and loſs to 
you, for we will give a Bounty for the Exportation * 
of what can be ſpared. | RE 
To the People—Be not uneaſy at the Exporta- 
tion of Corn, for when it begins to grow dear, the 
Bounty ſhall ceaſe *, and when it is dear, .it ſhall be 
imported at ſuch a moderate and proper duty, as 
whilſt it adds ſo little to the price 4, as not to diitreſs 
you, ſhall yet prevent ſo great a quantity being 
thrown in, as may deter our own Farmers from Til- 
lageh, nay, even when it becomes neceſlary, it 
ſhall be imported Duty free. a 
F 2 


* 1 Wm. and M. c. 12. 5 Ann c. 29. 


1 15 Car. 2. C. 7» 1 Ja. 2. C. 19. 2 G. 2. cap. 18. 
and 5 G. 2. c. 12. | 


How far the Farmer may by Exportation, for which 


we give a Bounty, be prompted to till, or by the prohibi- 


tion thereof generally, or abſolutely, or by the fear of 


= large Importations, be diſcouraged from Tillage,.our 


Legiflators know; and the following ſhort piece of Hiſ. 


W tory, communicated to me by a Gentleman, who was an 


$1 Eye-witneſs of the facts, was ſerve to ſhew their wiſdom 


: | and foreſight in making the 


aws which are provided for 
that purpoſe. 


In Turkey, the Grand Vizir, between twenty and thirty 


: years ago, ſuffered a more general Exportation of Corn 
do be carried on, and more openly, than any of his Pre- 
9 f deceſſors had done, inſomuch that three hundred French 


Veſſels, from twenty to two hundred Tons, were, on one 


4 5 day, ſeen to enter Smyrna Bay to load Corn, and 


Wheat was then ſold for leſs than ſeventeen pence Eng- 


{fp a Buſhel, with all the expences in putting the ſame on 
board included, From 


aer 


falſe notions, which the populace may of themſelves 
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To the Corn Merchants, Factors, Mealmen, 


Mealfactors, and all concerned and em ployed in tranſ- 4 8 a 


porting Corn and Flour from the growing Coun- 


ties, to ſuch parts where the conſumption exceeds 
the growth, and collecting it for Exportation when 


allowed.—Proceed freely in your buſineſs, for if the 


Conceive, 


From theſe open proceedings, the Janizaries and Peo- 
ple took the alarm, pretended that all the Corn was go- | 3 > 
ing to be exporred, and that they, in conſequence, muſt 
be farved ; and in Conftantinople, grew ſo mutinous, that I : YH | 
they could not be appealed till the Vizir was ftrangled, 8 
and his body thrown out to them. = 

His Succeſſor took particular care not to ſplit on tbe 
ſame rock, and would ſuffer no Exportation at all; ma- 
xiy of the Farmers, who looked on the Exportation as 
their greateſt demand, neglected Tillage to fave their 
rents, which in that Country are paid either in kind, or 
in proportion to their Crops, to ſuch a degree, that in | 1 
lets than three years, the ſame quantity of Corn, which, 


in time of Export, ſold for not quite ſeventeen pence, 
was worth more than fix ſhillings, and the diſtreſſes of - 


and Magazine of Corn, was obliged to have a military 2 - 


the People in Smyrna were ſuch, that every bakehouſe, 
guard, which took care that no one Perſon ſhould have E 


more than a fixed quantity; and ſo trialy was this Or. 


der obſerved, that an Engliſ ſhip, in the T urkey-trade, 
was detained from failing {ome time for want of Bread. 
The ill conſequences of theſe proceedings were not re- 
moved in many years, and to this day, the fate of the * I | 
Vizir, as an unfortunate good Man, is lamented. 8 
While we have a Parliament, we need not fear ſuch a 
conſequences from the miſtaken notions of the People, or 
the Farmer, but, within memory, the People, in more 3 f 
Parts of Great-Bri:ain than one, have proceeded to Ex- 
tremities upon as miſtaken principles, as the People at 
Conftantinople did in the caſe, above related, and which,. 1 
they had not been timely checked, might have prove 
as much to their own diſadvantage. a L 
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XX conceive, or wicked Men for bad purpoſes, or for 


want of better information, may poſſeſs themſelves 


with, ſhould make them interrupt you, and forcibly 


take away, or ſpoil your property, the PLAck *, 
where ſuch interruption happens, ſhall pay the da- 
mage, or thoſe who do it ſhall be puniſhed, But let 
not this promiſe of protection and recompenſe be ſo 
ill received, and ungratefully returned by you, as to 
induce you to. endeayour to get an unreaſonable 
Gain, and to oppreſs the Poor; for, in that caſe, 
we will ſet a price on your commodity , and puniſh 
you, if you do not comply with our Orders ; yet 
this ſhall be done, not by any inferior Magiſtrates, 
who by their connections may, however well they 
intend, be byaſſed either for or againſt you, or for 
want of proper information may give improper Or- 
ders, but by the King's Privy Council, and great 
Officers of ſtate, or any ſeven of them, of which 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, Lord Preſi- 
dent, or Lord Privy Seal, ſhall be one, who being 
beſt appriſed of what is fit to be done throughout the 
whole Realm, and in every part thereof, are, for that 
* reaſon, the moſt capable to judge and the only pro- 
per Perſons to be truſted in what is fit to be done in 
this affair. 

In regard to the Bakers, it is true, we have truſted 
them to Magiſtrates of Corporations and Juſtices of 
the Peace, who have a clear rule for their conduct. 
But while the Bakers act uprightly, they may pro- 
ceed with the ſame freedom and ſafety, as all others 
may, in the carrying on their branch of the Corn- 
trade. | h e 

E 2 In 


* 


11 George 2. c. 22. 1 25 Hen. 8. c. 2. 
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In this ſmall compaſs may be ſeen a general view 
and purport of moſt of our Laws relating to the 
Corn-trade, except thoſe regarding Malt, Markets, 
and Meaſures, and which it might be poflible to re- 
duce, except the Baking- act, which ſeems neceſ- 
fary to be kept apart, into one plain act of Parlia- 
ment ; in-which, though ſome amendments may be 
Wale, we are bold to ſay, the general * cannot 
be improved. 

Here a queſtion naturally ariſes, n and in 
what reſpects, can thoſe amendments in our Corn- 
laws be made ? To this, of myſelf I preſume to ſay 


little, but what I have heard from ſome able Men, 3 


who ſeem to underſtand the affair, I ſhall take 5 
liberty to put down. 


Let the Bounty on Wheat be reduced to 4s. per 
quarter, and on other Grain in proportion, and pay- 
able on Wheat to 40s. Rye to 26s. Barley and Malt 
to 208. yet when they exceed theſe prices, and do 


not exceed the old Exportation prices, let them be 


freely exported; and when they exceed thoſe prices, 
let Exportation ceafe, except to our own ſubjects 
abroad in our ſervice, and the Garriſons in our Forts, 
and ſuch as ought to be excepted, and then let 
Corn be imported at the preſent low duties, till it 


. ſhall have riſen, Wheat to 54s. and other Grain in 


. 


proportion; and, after that, duty free, taking care 
not to make the Law ſo poſitive, but that the King, 
by the advice of his Council, when he ſhall think 
proper, tho Corn ſhall be under the Exportation 
prices, may forbid the Exportation of every, or any 

Species 


3 See this flated at large in the conſiderations of the 


dan. relating to the Importation and Exportation of 
Oorn 


CORN TRADE and CORN LAWS. 37 


Species thereof, for a time to be limited: And, 
to prevent confuſion, let the Juſtices of the peace, 
in each Quarter- ſeſſions, and the Privy Council at 
all times, have power to enquire into the prices of 
Corn in each Port, and certify the ſame to the Cuſ- 
ctomer thereof, and let ſuch prices, as they ſhall er- 
tify, for three months after, be his guide, except 
the King in Council ſhall order otherwiſe, in re- 
gard to paying the Bounty, permitting the Export 
without Bounty, ſtopping the Exportation, and per- 
mitting the Importation at the low Duty or Duty 
free, the preſent method of obtaining the Bounty 
by affidavit, in regard to the Market- price, in all 
Ports where no ſuch Certificate ſhall be in force, be- 
ing ſtil] obſerved. 

Two things, they pretend, ige to be taken of 
pecial Care of, viz. to guard againſt the Bounty be- 
ing paid for Corn not exported, which they affirm 
formerly to have been the caſe, and to protect, at all 
times, Perſons who may be engaged in carrying 
Corn, or Flour, from one part of the Kingdom to 
another, that the whole may have, as near as may 

be, an equal ſhare of the bleſſings of Providence 
otherwiſe, whilſt a Bounty may be paying in one 
place for the Exportation of Corn, another part of 
the Kingdom may almoſt ſuffer famine. oy much 
for the general Laws about Corn. 

As to the Laws about Malt, it would be noe 
to mention them here, ſince they, in their n 

are under the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 

In regard to the Laws about Markets, they to 
not full or explicit enough, or to be grown by the 
alterations of times in a manner uſeleſs, or rather 


| impoſſible to be uſed; beſides, the Stature 5 and 6 
of 
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of Edward vi. as far as relates to Veſimoreland, Cum- 
berland, Cheſter, Lancaſter and York, and all foreign 
victuals imported, except Fiſh and Salt, is by 5 and 
13 of Elizabeth altered, or repealed; by Statutes 21 
of James 1. and 3 of Car. 1. till Wheat is 32s. any 
Perſon may buy it * in Market or out of Market ; 
and by 15 of Car. 2. this Act is further altered, as 
hath been before obſerved. 

A notion hath ſome time prevailed, that buying 
Corn by Sample is FORESTALLING, and contrary to 
Law, which ſeems to be a miſtake. The Statute of 
Edward v1. ſays ſo plainly what Foreſtalling is, 
that it may be wondered how ſuch a notion could 
prevail. It is buying any thing coming, or making 
a bargain for any thing coming, before the 
ſame {ball be in the Market, or perſuading Per- 
fons coming to abſtain. Now what hath this to do 
with Samples ? In many places it is not practicable 
to bring all into the Market, or, if it were ; would 
it be reaſonable? Or could it ever be intended, 
that in ſuch Towns, and many ſuch there are, where 
from 500 to 2000 quarters are fold every Market- 
day, and whoſe inhabitants do not conſume 2000 
quarters of Bread-corn in a whole year, every part 
of the quantity ſold ſhould be pitched in the Market, 
after having been drawn many miles, and that, per- 

haps, 


And yet Howell, afterwards Clerk of the Council, 
in a Letter from Rowen, dated Sept. 7, 1619, ſays, „ *Tis 
« true England hath a good Repute abroad for her Fer- 
c tility, yet be our Harveſts never ſo kindly, and our 
«© Crops never ſo plentiful, we have every year common. 
% ly ſome Grain from thence, France) or from Dant- 
« ric, and other places imported by the Merchant.“ 
The alteration or different ſituation between theſe times 
and thoſe in regard to our plenty need not be mentioned. 


CORN TRADE and CORN LAWS. 39 


haps, thro' very bad roads, to be drawn afterwards 
poſſibly another way as many miles more, nay ſome- 
times directly back again by the Farmer's own door, 
to be ground, or put on Ship-board, either for the uſe 


of diſtant parts of the Kingdom, or foreign parts. 


There is a Cuſtom ſtill retained in London which 
ſeems to explain this affair, and to have been at firſt 
introduced to prevent Foreſtalling : Which is this, 
no Corn is permitted to be meaſured till a Sample is 
carried to the Lord Mayor, who is thereby not only 
apprized of its Arrival himſelf, but alſo of its Fit- 


neſs for Man's Uſe, and hath, by his Crier, an op- 
portunity to give notice to the whole City of its ar- 


rival, and then grants his permit to the perſon re- 
queſting to meaſure and take up his Corn, either for 
ſale, or to put in Granaries. | 

REGRATING is ſelling victuals, in which Corn is 
included, bought in the ſame Market, or within four 
miles thereof, again, except to each Perſon for his 
Family, which, however, by Stat. 15 Car. 2. may 
now be done after three months. 1 

Now, however neceſſary it may be to prevent thoſe 
who, knowing the particular ſort of Corn that their 
neighbours may want, or taking advantage of igno- 


rant, or idle People, which come late to Market, 


engroſs what they can early in the morning, and 
then, out of pure friendſbip, ſpare it again on the 
ſame day; yet the general and ſtrict execution of 
this Clauſe would be hurtful; for who would ven- 
ture, in London more particularly, to buy and lay up 
any Corn when the Market is overſtocked, if he was 
obliged, either not to ſell it in the ſame Market a- 
gain at all, or not till after three months; or how 
would that Market be ſupplied, moſt certainly very 


ſparingly, 
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ſparingly, where any the leaſt ſurplus muſt either 
be laid up at the expence of the Importer, who ge- 
nerally wants the Money, or elſe ſold for next to no- 
thing. 80 ſenſible were our Forefathers of 
this, that when Corn was imported, if the Im- 
ported could not ſell it but to loſs, it might be re- 
exported, paying a ſmall duty or cuſtom; and du- 
ring times of Importation at this day, if the Mer- 
chant takes the precaution to report his ſhip for Ex- 
portation, and keep her without the Port he may, if 
he diſlikes the price, go where he pleaſes. 

IncrossING of Corn, is getting it into poſſeſſion 
with intent to ſell it again, except by Perſons proper- 
ly qualified, or Jawfully authorized, which every 
Man now is, till Wheat js 48s. by Statute 1 5 Car. 2. 
in regard to which enough hath been ſaid before. 

In this, as was before obſerved in relation to the 
Corn-laws, it is not intended to infinuate, that no 
Laws can be enacted for the better regulation of the 
Markets, for there certainly may, but only to ſhew, 
at leaſt; that we think, that the old Laws could not 
have the intention, in their firſt inſtitution, which ſome 
Men may imagine ; and that, till every Market in 
the Kingdom is exactly or at leaft nearly, in the 
fame circumſtances, or the growth of Corn is nearly 
the ſame throughout the whole Nation, no one ge- 
neral Law feems poſſible to be made, which will 
properly, at all times, and in all caſes, regulate 
them all; yet it may be preſumed, that, upon ap- 
plication from any particular Place, the Parliament 
would paſs a temporary a& to regulate their mar- 
kets, and their experience might be of great uſe in 
ſerving to ſhew, how far it would be proper to put 
other Places in the fame or like circumftances on 


the 
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the ſame footing. That which | bids the faireſt to 
ſuit them all is, to cauſe a certain hour for the o- 
pening of each Market to be fixed, and to make it 
penal to ſell any Corn before notice is given by a 
Bell or otherwiſe, and then thoſe, who are not in 
time, may blame themſelves. 

Meaſures have been attempted to be regulated to 
no purpoſe, as appears by many Acts ſince Magna 
Charta, which is now 500 years ago, by obliging 
all Perſons to uſe the like; and, it may be feared, 

there are difficulties to be F which mY: 
retard their regulation as yet for a long while.* + 

+ We ſhall mention only. one, which it Goods | 
would not be eaſily got over, in regard to the mea- 
ſure of Corn; where the poor buy it for their own- 
uſe and abies buſhel is at preſent uſed; for there it 
would be very difficult, if it was reduced to the 
preſent ſtandard, to ſatisfy them that R rer 
no injury by the reduction, | 

+ For inftance, let us ſuppoſe: the 28 to com- 
mence in a place where the meaſure of the buſhel of 
Wheat is nine gallons, the weight 72 lb. and the 
price 48. 6d. this buſhel being reduced to eight 
gallons of the weight of 64 Ib. and to the price of 
48. would at firſt give no offence; nor ſo long as 
the price ſhould remain under four ſhillings, as it 
would be plain that although the ſize and weight of 
the buſhel were leſs than before, the price was alſo 
requerd. 4 in adue anden! but whenever it ſhould 


Happen | 


* Since this was wrote, two or three Committees of 
the Houſe of Commons have taken great pains in regard 
to Weights and Meaſures ; but the difficulties are not yet 


got Over. 
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happen that the eight gallon buſhel was ſold for 
48. 6d. then the poor would be apt to grow diſcon- 
tented, and ſay, the buſhel is leſſened, and yet the 
price is raiſed, and it would not be an eaſy matter to 
perſwade them to believe, that if it was till nine 
gallons, the value would be more than five ſhil- 
f In the mean time, if it were enacted, that in 
every Market-houſe in Great Britain, or ſome more 
conſpicuous place in every Market-town, the con- 
tents of the buſhel, and other meaſures, in Min- 
cheſter quarts and pints, ſhould be wrote up, and 
kept continually legible, and every Perſon ſelling 
Corn there, ſhould be bound, without expreſs men- 
tion being made thereof, and in caſe no expreſs men- 
tion be made at the Bargain-making to the contrary, 
to deliver the Perſon to whom he ſells ; the quantity 
for the Buſhel, or other meaſure, as ſo wrote up, 
and at the ſame time it ſhould be prohibited to depart 
from the uſe of the cuſtomary meaſure to any other 
but the legal, or Mincheſter meaſure. 

Many good ends might be anſwered by this regula- 
tion; every Stranger coming into the Market would 
3 what meaſure he is to expect; and, if cer- 
tificates of the meaſures uſed in each Market were 
tranſmitted to the Exciſe, the whole might be made 
into a kind of alphabet, by which every Perſon 
would be enabled to find the various meaſures uſed in 
every part of the nation. | 
The Statute 15 Car. 2. fixes the prices at whick 
all other Sorts of Grain may be laid up, as well as 
Wheat, and Stat. 1 Will. and Mary gives a Bounty 
on the Exportation of Rye, Barley, and Wheat- 
eee 5 


but 


—— 
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but it was thought proper to take notice of Wheat 
only in this Eſſay in order to avoid prolixity. 

The prices of Wheat mentioned herein are taken 
from the Regiſter of Eton College, an abſtract of 
which from 1646 follows; and we will cloſe the 
whole with a Liſt of the Statutes above referred to. 


C. 1. 4. 
From 1646 to 166 6 the Average 7 of the Qur of Wheat 2 17 54 
1666 to 1686 — — — — 2 6 3 
1686 to 17506 — — — = — 2 5 9 
1706 to 1926 — ——— — — 2 4. 
1726 to 1746 — — — — 1 17 1c 
1746 to 1756 — — — I 17 8 


Note, Theſe are the prices of * very beſt t Wheat; 
beſides the meaſure there is full nine gallons; ſo that, 
deducting 28. for the fineneſs, and one ninth for the 
meaſure, the prices will ſtand thus, vis, 


£5.84. ah 
From 1646 No. 6666 a= 4 4 4 Wincheſter Meaſure, 
1686 to 1756 — 1 15 1 Ditto, 
For the laſt 70 Vears Wheat hath | | 
been cheaper — „ ns, 


In 1688, the Bounty on Exportation was firſt giv= 
en, and Wheat having on the average been ſo a 
cheaper ever ſince ſhews, that the Law then made 
was A good Law, as well as 15 Car. 2. for, if only 
two thirds of the Corn conſumed in Bread hath been 
Wheat, and the above Regiſter is true, the Money, 
which hath been ſaved annually in that article oP 
amounts to above a million and a half of Money * ; 
almoſt incredible ſum, and more than four Ws = 
ſum paid for Bounty on the Exportation of all ſorts 
of Corn in the year of the greateſt Export ever 
known; beſides the ready money which hath been 
ben into the nation for the Corn exported. 
| G2 cc BO 


» See the account ſtated in the Collection of Papers 
Tra& the third, 
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- Theſe are all the moſt material Statutes we can 
find relative to the Corn-trade; and it is remarka- 
ble, that although the Bounty hath been be- 
fore ſuſpended, and the Exportation prohibited, 
yet, till 1757, the Importation was never allowed 
duty free. 

The following papers, which were before added, 
are here continued by way of Appendix, the writers 
are entirely unknown to the Author, ner doth he 
know how he came by them, but thinks they were 
given away at the door of the Houſe of Commons, 
and in his opinion ſhould not be loſt, as they not 
only contain ſome things which have flipped him in 


the Eſſay; but alſo explain ſome of thoſe he hath 


mentioned in a better and clearer manner than he 


hath done. 
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| January 29, 1757. 
MEMORIAL. 
FOR THE 

Rovar Boroucns of Scotland. 


Tr is now paſt all Doubt with the diſcerning Part 

of this Nation, that the preſent high Prices of 
Grain proceed from the great Deficiencies that hap- 
pened in the two laſt Crops. The firſt was almoſt 
entirely conſumed before the laſt was got well off the 
Ground; and the laſt proves extremely deficient, 
both in Quantity and Quality. 

It is therefore perfectly evident, that an Addition 
to the Quantity can alone relieve the Diſtreſſes af 
the Poor and labouring People. It is this, and this 
only, which will reduce the preſent exorbitant price 
of Grain in the populous, graſing, and manufactu- 
ring Counties, which never yield Grain ſufficient 
for their own Subſiſtence, where the Poor preſently 
labour under extreme Diſtreſs, and which, it is. too 
ly to be feared, muſt even increaſe, if ſome ef- 


fectual 


— 
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fectual Meaſures be not immediately taken for their 
Relief. 

It would be highly proper to ſuſpend the Duties 
dn the Importation of all kinds of Grain for a li- 
mited Time, in order to encourage the bringing 
Corn from abroad to ſupply the Wants of the Poor, 
and thereby to ſupport the Trade and Manufactures 
of the Nation which otherwiſe muſt ſuffer in a very 
high Degree. But at the ſame time that the Legiſ- 
lature ſhould be attentive to ſuch Meaſures as will 
not only reduce the preſent Prices, and prevent their 
growing higher, they ſhould alſo be careful to pre- 
vent any unneceſſary Conſumption of foreign Grain 
as that muſt drain the Iſland of ſo much of her Trea- 
ſure, and in ſome Degree diſcourage her Agriculture, 
and abate her Strength. 

To this End it is of high Importance, that the 
Communication be rendered as free and eaſy as poſſi- 
ble, from the growing Counties to thoſe who never 
produce enough for their own Conſumption. The Le- 
giſlature ought therefore to conſider, how to prevent 
the preſent riotous Proceedings of the common People, 
their ſeizing on the Rivers and High-roads the Corn go—- 
ing to or coming from the public Markets or Shipping 
Ports, and ſelling it off, or otherwiſe diſtributing it 
as they pleaſe, in open Defiance of the Laws. 

It is to be obſerved too, that theſe Proceedings de- 
mand the ſtricter Attention, that they prevail chiefly 
in the growing Counties, thereby preventing the 
Supplies from going to the populous manufacturing 
Diſtricts, which are in real Want. The leaſt Evil 
that enſues from ſuch Abuſes, is inhancing the price 
in a great Degree, by increaſing the Riſk and Charge 
of the Adventurer, 

The 
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The old Laws which were made before Commerce 
was well underſtood, thoſe, to wit, of the 5th and 
bth Edward vi. and of the 5th of Elizabeth, ſeem 
to have a conſiderable "Tendency to increaſe the Pri- 
ces to the manufacturing Counties. They lay many 
Reſtraints upon the Purchaſers of Corn, and ſubs 
ject them to heavy Penalties, which they are liable 
to incur by very innocent Miſtakes. Hence Per- 
ſons of Character and Subſtance in many Places now 
decline all Concern or Adventure in Grain, to the 
great Detriment and Diſtreſs of the Diſtricts diſtant 
from the Places of Growth, which were in uſe to be 
ſupplied by their Means, and can hardly indeed be 
ſupplied otherwiſe, It is true, that, in order 
to abate the Rigour of _ theſe Statutes, there 
was a Law paſſed in the 15th of Charles 2. whereby 
it was enacted, cap. 7. F. 4. That when the 
C Prices of Corn or Grain, Jinche/ter Meaſure, 
edo not exceed the Rates following at the Markets, 
% Havens, or Places where the ſame ſhall be bought, 
<«« viz. the Quarter of Wheat 48s. the Quarter of 
<< Rye 32s. the Quarter of Barley or Malt 28s. the 
„rx. of Buck Wheat 28s. the Qr. of Oats 138. 
<« and 4d. the Qr. of Peaſe or Beans 328. that then 
« it ſhall be lawful for all and every Perſon and 
«© Perſons (not foreſtalling nor ſelling the ſame in 
the ſame Market within three Months after the 
<< buying thereof) to buy in open Markets, and to 
« lay up and keep in his or their Granaries or Houſes, 
< and to ſell again {ſuch Corn or Grain of the Kinds 
ce aforeſaid, as without Fraud or Covin, ſhall have 
been bought at or under the Prices before expreſſ- 
ed, without incurring any Penalty; any Law Sta- 
tute or Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding.“ 


6c 
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This AR, it muſt be acknowledged, does in fome 
Degree mitigate the Acts of Edward and Elizabeth. 
But it is to be obſerved, that the Prices therein ſpe- 
cified bear no juſt Proportion to each other, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of Wheat, Barley, and Oats; the firſt 
being rated at 48s. the next at 28s. and the laſt at 
I 38. 4d. per Quarter. It is well known, that Wheat 
and Barley ſeldom now reach theſe Prices, but that 
good Oats exceed the Price at which they are rated 
almoſt as often as they fall ſhort of it. 

The Proportion may have been very juſt at the 
Time this Law was made; but the Alteration in 
Conſumption, Produce, or Quality, has put thoſe 
Articles on a very different Footing ; ſo that now, 
when Wheat bears the Price of 48s. the Quarter, 
and Barley 28s. Oats cannot well be under 20 or 
218. 

Mr. King, a very ingenious and accurate Calcu- 
lator, in his Computation of the Land- product of 
England given by Dr. Davenant, eſtimates, that, in 
a Year of moderate Plenty, the Wheat ſells at 28s. 
the Quarter, Rye at 20s. Barley at 16s. Oats at 1 28. 
and Peaſe and Beans 20s. He likewiſe tells us, that 
one tenth of Defe@ in the Harveſt will raiſe the 
Price of Corn about three tenths above the common 
Rate.; that two tenths of Defe& will advance the 
Price eight tenths, and three tenths Deficiency will 
advance it about one and . If we ſuppoſe his Com- 
putation any Thing nearly juſt, and that the Price 
of Oats, in ordinary «Years of Plenty, may be rated 
at 12s. a Quarter, ſurely their advancing above 138. 
4d. muſt very frequently happen. To lay any Re- 
ſtraint therefore upon the purchaſing of Oats when at 
that Rate, is doing Seat Injuſtice to the Farmers 
and 
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and Landholders of the growing Counties, as well 
as to thoſe which always ſtand in need of Supply; 
preventing the firſt from obtaining ſo good Prices as 
they might and ought to obtain, and the others from 
being ſupplied ſo freely, and on ſuch eaſy Terms, 
as they would if they were relieved from ſuch Re- 
ſtrictions. 

It would be proper therefore, that a Review was 
made of this Law ; that the buying of Oats was re- 
lieved from any Reſtraint, except when they ſhall 
exceed 20s. to 21s. the Quarter, which will bring, 
them on a par with other Grain contained in the Act 
of Charles 2. It is ſurely for the Advantage of the 
whole Nation, that no Part of it ſhould enjoy a 
Monopoly againſt another; and that every Part 
ſhould be cultivated to the greateſt Advantage. Some 
Diſtricts are found moſt proper for Tillage, others 
for Graſing; the Produce of both is equally neceſ- 
ſary for the Support of the People. The Legiſlature 
ought therefore, at all Times, to have in view the 
rendering the Circulation of the different Products 
into all Quarters of the Kingdom. as eaſy and free 
from Reſtraints as poſſible : For every Reſtraint muſt 


leſſen the Value to the Grower, and inhance the 


Price to the Conſumer ; eſpecially when the Article 
conſumed is to be brought from Places that are diſ- 
tant. The immediate reviſing of this Statute be- 
comes the more neceſſary, that the Juſtices of the 
Peace, in the Counties of Northumberland and Dur- 
ham, have refuſed to give Licences for the buying of 
Corn in the Terms pointed out by Law, though the 
Price of Oats is far from being high in thoſe Coun- 
ties; and it is well known, that Agriculture has, 
within thirty years paſt, ſo increaſed in the firſt of 


H 2 them, 
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them, that the People cannot even in the very worſt 
. Year, conſume near the Produce of that County: 80 
if ſome Method is not taken, to check the increaſing 
riotous Diſpoſition of the People there, and to re- 
lieve all Doubts and Difficulties which the Juſtices 
may have in regard to the Laws, the Corn there may _ 
be coopt up in the Hands of the Farmers without 
Sale, to the Detriment of the landed Intereſt, and Diſ- 
treſs of the manufacturing Counties, which con- 
fume Oats in Bread, and demand immediate Supplies. 
It may alſo occaſion an unneceſſary Exportation of 
the Nation's Subſtance, by creating greater Demand 
from abroad for that Article, than would be requi- 
fite, if the Communication between the growing 
and manufacturing Counties was rendered free, open, 
and ſafe, Therefore, if any Meaſure. ſhould be 
taken for ſuſpending the Duties on Importation of 
Grain, it is of great Importance, that ſomething ef- 
fectual ſhould, in the firſt place, be done towards 
guelling the preſent riotous Spirit that too much pre- 
vails ; and rendering the purchaſing and Tranſporta- 
tion of Oats from the growing Counties to the diſ- 
tant Markets, as ſafe and eaſy as that of any other 
Grain, 

To thoſe who have Occaſion to know the Situa- 
tion of the Kingdom 1 in regard to that Article, the 
Tuſpending the Duties upon the Importation of 
Grain appears every Day more and more requiſite, to 
preſerve the Lives of many of his Majeſty's Subjects. 
It is, however, a Meaſure that ought to be con- 


ducted with great Delicacy, leſt the landed Intereſt . | 


and Agriculture of the Nation ſhould ſuffer by too 


large I | 
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The Duties ought therefore to be taken off only 
for a limited Time, with Power to his Majeſty and 
Council to prolong the Time, as they ſee Cauſe, 
On the other hand, Supplies from abroad are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and this Nation can only have them 
from Countries that lie very diſtant; therefore the 
Time of Suſpenſion ſhould not be too much limited, 
leſt it fruſtrate the Intention, by preventing many 
- Perſons from adventuring upon ſuch Uncertainty as 
they muſt be under, whether they ſhall be allowed to 
import the Corn after it ſhall arrive ;- the Duties 
upon every kind of Grain, except Oats, being equal 
to a Prohibition, unleſs the Prices ſhould go ſo high 
as can happen only from the moſt diſmal Famine. 

As the Culture of Land is of the higheſt Impor- 
tance. to this Nation, every Way of encouraging 
Agriculture ought to be carefully ſought after and 
cheriſhed ; and every viſible Obſtruction to its Im- 
provement, ind whatever tends to leſſen the Value 
of its Product, ought to be removed. Tt were a Pity 
an Opportunity of doing any Thing to anſwer theſe 
Ends ſhould be loft ; and none can offer more fa- 
vourable than the preſent, when the Scarcity of Corn 
has occaſioned a Bill on that * to be brought 


into Parliament. 
One great Hindrance, and needleſs Load, upon 


carrying the Produce of the Lands of Britain to the 
proper Markets within the Iſland, is that of exact- 
ing Coaſt-Cockets, and Bonds under high Penalties, 
for all Corn that may be tranſported coaſtwiſe, from 
one Place of Britain to another, without the Bounds 
of any navigable River. This Method is attended 
not only with very great Delay and Charge to all 
| Perſons concerned in the ſhipping of Corn, but al- 


fa 
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ſo with the greateſt Trouble and Hindrance to the 
Navigation; and there have been Inſtances, wherein, 
by Neglect of ſending the proper Certificates for re- 
lieving theſe Bonds, that ſome Mariners and others 
have been ruined by Profecutions following there- 
upon, though there is not the leaſt Neceſſity for any 
ſuch Securities being granted; and it might be 
ſhewn, that, in many Caſes, the taking of them 
may be even hurtful to his Majeſty's Revenue. 

By the Act 13th and 14th of Charles 2. intitled, 
An Aa for preventing Frauds and Abuſes in his Ma- 
je/ty's Cuſtoms, it is enacted, That if any Goods, 
<< Wares, or Merchandiſes ſhall be ſhipped, or put 
<< aboard, to be carried forth to the open Sea, from 
<< any Port, Creek, or Member, &c. to be landed 
at any other Place of this Realm, without a Suf- 
c ferance or Warrant firſt had and obtained from the 
Managers of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms ; all ſuch 
„ Wares and Merchandiſe ſhall be forfeited, and 
< the Maſter injoined, before the Ship be removed 
© out of the Port, to take out a Cocket, and be- 
& come bound for Delivery and Diſcharge thereof 
< in the Port for which the ſame ſhall be entered, or 
< ſome other Port within the Realm, and to return a 
< Certificate of the Goods being ſo landed and diſ- 
„charged.“ 

Upon this Law is founded the Practice of wing 
Bond, &c. But it is evident by the very Title and 
Nature of the Statute, that it was intended to pre- 
vent Frauds and Abuſes in his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, 
and to prevent Corn ſhipped coaſtwiſe in any Part of 
the Kingdom, from being fraudulently carried out 
of 


APPENDIX. 55 


of it & to Parts beyond the Seas. There were con- 
ſiderable Duties at that Time upon the Exportation 
thereof, which made theſe Bonds and Cockets ne- 
ceſſary. But by the ſubſequent wiſe Laws, encou- 
raging the Exportation of Corn of all ſorts, and giv- 
ing of large Bounties on particular kinds thereof, 
the Neceſſity of theſe Securities was entirely taken a- 
way; nay, the Continuation of them rendered alto- 
gether abſurd ; for no Man will clear Corn coaſtwiſe 
which he intends to export, as by this he would loſe 
the Bounty. But after Corn is ſhipped coaſtwiſe, 
and the Veſſel has perhaps proceeded partly on 
her Voyage, if any ſudden Advance at a foreign 
Market ſhould induce the Owner to diſpatch his 
Cargo abroad, with ſuch Expedition as not to ſuffer 
the 'Delay and Charge of relanding and ſhipping, 
new Entries, &c. to intitle him to the Bounty, he 
is totally cut off from this Meaſure, by the Impoſſi- 
bility of getting his Coaſt-bond relieved by a proper 
Certificate of the Corn being landed in Britain, 
Such Circumſtances have happened, and will fre- 
quently happen in the Corn-trade ; and it may be pru- 
dent for the Merchant to take this Courſe, eſpecially 
when the Corn on board is of the kind whereon the 
ſmalleſt Bounties are allowed. In this View of the 
Thing, the Practice of Bond is hurtful to the Re- 
venue, as well as the Merchant. And no doubt ma- 
ny Cargoes in this Situation would have gone abroad, 


without 


* Being fraudulently carried out of it, the Kingdom. 
Poſſibly no Law is more rigorouſly carried, at all Times, 
into Execution than the above; how then can there be 
any of thoſe illegal Exports, which were faid lately, in 
Print, to be ſo notorious, as to need no Proof, 
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| without the Bounty, if the Coaſt-ſecurity had. not 
ſtood in the Way. 

Theſe Securities therefore for Corn carried = 
wiſe, ſerve no End but to raiſe high Fees to Cuſtom 
Houſe Officers, to delay and retard Navigation; eſ- 
pecially when the Cargoes may be loaded at Creeks 
perhaps ten or twenty Miles diftant from the Cuſ- 
tomhouſe, they often occaſion Veſſels to loſe their 
Paſſfage, or come too late to Market, and put the 
Shipmaſters to conſiderable Charges, in travelling ſo 
far to give their Securities, and to Trouble, in and. 
ing Bondſmen to join them; beſides the great Trou- 
ble and Expence that is red afterwards, by pro- 
curing Certificates, and tranſmitting them to the 
different Cuſtomhouſes for cancelling the Bonds. 

It is evident, that all this Charge and Trouble may 
de conſidered as a needleſs Burden on carrying the 
Produce of the Lands of Great Britain to Market. 

And it is not to be doubted, that the Cuſtom of 
taking Bonds and Cockets for home Corn carried 
coaſtwiſe would have been aboliſhed, when that va- 
luable Law was made for giving Bounties on Corn | 
exported, if the above Obſervations had then occur- 
red to the Legiſlature. Z 
If it ſhould ſeem hard to riſk burting ſo nga, 

an Object as the Culture of Land i in Britain, b 1 
ſuſpending, even at ſuch a Juncture as this is, the 
Duties on foreign Corn imparted ; why allow that 
Land to continue loaded with a Tax on its Produce, 
when carried coaſtwiſe, which anſwers no good Pur- 
poſe, and which in itſelf is oppreſſiye and abſurd? . 
The City of London got ſree of this oppreflive 
Cuſtom, by Statute, 1mo Anne, © cap. 26. for the 
whole River Thames, and the Coaſt between the Pro- 

SR montory 
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montory called the North- Foreland on the South, and 
the Promontory called the Naſe on the North. 

The Preamble of this Statute declares how grievous 
a Thing it was at that Time; and that the Officers 


taking Cockets and Bonds, and exacting Fees for | 


the ſame, was oppreſſive and illegal. 

Ought not therefore the whole Kingdom to be 
freed now in the ſame Manner, by a Clauſe inſerted 
in the Corn Bill now depending, DECLARING, 
That, for the future, Permits or Tranſires only 
ſhall be neceſſary for Grain carried coaſtwiſe from one 
Part of the Kingdom of Britain to another, at all 
Times while that Commodity may be lawfully ex- 
ported upon Bounty, or without Payment of Du- 
ties; and that while Corn is prohibited to be export- 
ed, as at preſent, Bonds and Cockets ſhould be 
exacted as formerly. 


IT  OBSERVA- 


| 


n 
eee. We” 
OBSERVATIONS 
| ON THE L 
Preſent High Prices of CORN. 


HE Crops in Britain and Treland in the Year 
1755 were very ſcanty ; and it is certain, that, 
on the Approach of the laſt Harveſt, which proved 
late, ſeldom, in the Memory of Man, has a ſmaller | 
Stock of old Grain been known in theſe Iſlands. | 
The laft Seaſon of 1756, from its Beginning, 
was extremely unfavourable ; Thouſand of Acres 
remained unſown ; and the bad Condition in which 
many more were ſown, rendered; them uncapable of 
producing a good Crop, altho' favourable Weather 
had followed. It is certain, that the Weather du- 
ring the Spring, Summer and Harveſt, was generally 
unfavourable ; great Quantities of Grain periſhed 
by the Rains and Winds, and moſt of what remain- 
ed proved defective, both in Quantity and Subſtance, 
by its not duly ripening ; and, whatever People pre- 
judiced or ignorant of the general State of theſe 
Matters may affirm, it is a melancholy Truth, that 
the Crops, tho' middling, or even good, for ſome 
Kinds of Grain, in particular Counties, have at no 
Time, during thirty Years paſt, thro Britain and 

_treland, proved more ſcanty upon the whole. 

In this Situation, it is the Duty of every one who 
, wiſhes well to his Country, to ſuggeſt all reaſonable 
Mechods 
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Methods by which the preſent Exorbitancy in the 
Price of Grain may be corrected, and the deſtructive 
Conſequences of another backward Seaſon or bad 
Crop may be prevented. This is in all Reſpects the 
more neceſſary, as the Effects of the laſt bad Seaſon. 
have been almoſt equally felt over the greateſt Part of 
the Northern Continent of Europe, and as a Scarcity 
in any one Country muſt neceſſarily affect the Prices 
of Grain in every neighbouring Country. 

The Legiſlature has wiſely prohibited all Exporta- 
tion of Grain; but it may be doubted whether this 
prudent Precaution -will of itſelf be ſufficient for 
preventin g the Calamities which another bad Seaſon 
may produce. 

Experience has ſhewn, that the Price of no ſort of 
Grain has been reduced by this Meaſure, though, at 
this Time of the Year, Corn is generally brought. 
moſt plentifully by the Farmers to Market. This 
alſo affords a ſtrong Proof, that, without the ſeaſona- 
ble Prohibition of Export, the Prices would have run. 


higher, and that there is a real Defect in the Quantity 
of Corn in both Iſlands, 


To prevent the Foreſtalling and ingrofling of Corn, 
eſpecially in the Neighbourhood of a great City or 
Town, where the Millers, Bakers, Maltfters, c. 
may themſelves purchaſe from the Growers directly, 
and take off all the Produce, is moſt neceſſary, and 
ſtrict Attention ought to be given to the Execution 
of this Meaſure ; but it may be doubted how far the 
Prices of Grain will be lowered, by renewing the 
antient Laws againſt Foreſtallers and Ingroſſers, in 
their full Latitude; and many are of Opinion, that 

ni &l 
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the late well intended Proclamation has rather been 

Hurtful, as otherwiſe, in that Reſpect “. 
The Counties which are moſt populous, and where 
Manufactures chiefly flouriſh in both Iſlands, gene- 
rally grow leſs Corn, than the other Counties leſs 
populous and leſs Manufacturing. Thus many 
Counties on the Eaſt Coaſt generally ſupply others 
on their own Side, but particularly the Weſt Coaſt 
of the Iſland, even in Times of Plenty, 

It is natural, and indeed reaſonable, at firſt View, 
for People to think, that in Times of Scareity there 
ſhould be no Interpoſition, if poſſible, between the 
Grower and the Conſumer, or at leaſt the Manu- 
facturer of Grain; but this, in fact, is generally 
impracticable, unleſs ſo far as the Produce in the 
Neighbourhood of a great City or Town will go. 

The Corn therefore neceſſary for ſupplying diſtant 
Places or Counties has always, and generally muſt be 
bought and tranſported to the Places where the De- 
mand is, by Merchants, or others of Subſtance and 
Knowledge in that Branch of Buſineſs. | 


It 
* It was dated 26 Nov, 1756, and after reciting the 
s and 6 of Ed. 6. c. 14. and the 5 Eliz. c. 12, &c. 
goes on, And whereas the prices of Corn are already very 
much increaſed, and the Jame is likely to grow much dearer, 20 
the great oppreſſion of the poor; partly becauſe the ſaid Act 
are not duly put in execution. We have, &c.—Which 
words, it was thought, at that time, did much harm, in 
that many of the ers took the hint to wait for the 
higher price, and that the Dealers being threatned with 
proſecutions under Laws of- which many of them had 
never heard, proceeded with great caution; whereby the 
circulation in the Corn-trade moved very flowly, the 
price of Wheat roſe apare and it became very dear, and 
this, it was imagined, was in _— meaſure owing to 
the ſaid Proclamation, and may be added to the Conſe · 
guence ſo well deſcribed by the Writer further on. 
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It is obvious. the Growers and Manufacturers of 
Grain, and far leſs the Conſumers, cannot engage in 
ſuch Purchaſes and Tranſportation of Corn to or 
from diſtant Places. It is alſo obvious, that the Con- 
tractors for the Sale of ſuch Corn, or the Agents who, 
may be employed for the Purchaſe of it in the gro- 
ing Counties, muſt collect great Quantities at dif- 
ferent places, until Opportunities of Shipping cam 
be obtained for carrying it off; and this Practice, 
however neceſſary for the Supply of diſtant Places 
of the Ifland, comes under the Letter of the old 
Statutes againſt foreſtalling and ingroſſing of Corn. 

This is more particularly ſo in the Caſe of Oats. 
or Oat-Meal, which by the Statute Ch. 2. Chap. 15. 
cannot be bought without Licences, &c. when Oats 
are above 138. 4d. per Quarter. Now, as this Price 
bears no Proportion to that of other Grain mention- 
ed in that Act, the Regulation is hurtful in many 
Parts of the Iſland, eſpecially thoſe the moſt remote 
from the Capital ; and it is inconceivable, how ſuch 
a Diſproportion ſhould have been eftabliſhed between 
the Price of Oats and other Grain in that Act. 

The Conſequence of the late Proclamation has 
been, in many growing or ſhipping Counties, to 
make the common People riotous, and to prevent the 
buying or ſhipping of Corn even in ſuch Quarters of 
the Country where it can be ſpared, and where the 
Prices are moderate. It being natural for the com- 
mon People, in ſuch Times, to wiſh for Corn ftill 
cheaper, and to prevent any Thing being ſhipped or 
going out of their Bounds, eſpecially if the Letter 
of the Law gives the ne W 
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The Effect of this is immediately to ſtop all Pur- 
chaſes, and to diſtreſs the diſtant and populous Pla- 


ces, which depend on their Supplies Coaſt-ways, e- 


ven in Time of Plenty. Many ſuch Places are in 
the Kingdom, which might be enumerated if the 
Fact were not well known; and they begin already 
to feel this Inconveniency, it having gone to ſuch a 
Height, that the Tranſportation of Corn from one 
Place to another at the Diſtance of a few Miles to 
and even from the Sea-Coaſt, has been violently in- 
terrupted by the Populace. 

Dr. Davenant, à judicious Writer, has obſerved 
fifty Years ago, That a Review of our antient Laws 
concerning Corn was neceſſary, for they were in no 


ways ſuited to the State of the Kingdom, Increaſe of 


People, and other Circumſtances of the then Times. 

The Obſervation will more * apply to the pre- 
ſent Times. | 
This Author's Thoughts on this Subje are wor- 
thy of Peruſal at preſent, as he points out ſome Me- 
thods for preventing Dearths for the future, though 
not indeed applicable in a ſcarce Year. He expoſes 
in the cleareſt Light the fatal Conſequences of a 
Dearth, eſpecially to a Trading Nation ; ſuch Con- 
ſequences indeed as he mentions are not to be dread- 
ed in our Times. Our Agriculture has been ſo im- 
menſely improved by the wiſe Inſtitutions of Boun- 
ties on Corn exported ; Commerce is more practiſed 
and better underſtood ; and it 'may alſo be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, that our Merchants having both more 
Knowledge and Capital than in former Times, will, 
by Importations from one Quarter of the World or 
another, always prevent a Scarcity from becoming 


_ Intolerable. 


But 


But whatever is done by the Legiſlature for regu- 


lating the Inland Commerce of Corn, if no other 


Meaſures are taken, it will be only feſtering the 
Wound, and in no ſort remove the growing Evil; 
it may indeed make Corn cheaper for a Time in ſuch 
Counties where it can be ſpared, and where it is al- 
ready moderate, but it will doubly diſtreſs the diſtant 
and manufacturing Places. 

Quantity is wanted; and nothing but an additio- 
nal Quantity brought to Market can effectuate the 
good End propoſed, and enable the Poor to purchaſe 
at an eaſy Rate. 

This may be done in two Ways; and both will be 
neceflary at preſent :- firſt, by prohibiting for a li- 
mited Time the Diſtillery from Wheat in Britain, 
which will add immenſely to the Quantity for Bread ; 
and, ſecondly, by ſuſpending the Duties on all 
Corn that may be imported, at leaſt for ſome Months, 
or while the Prices keep high at Home. 

As to the firſt, without entering, into the Argu- 
ments for or againſt Diſtillery in general, it ſeems 
natural and abſolutely neceſlary to prohibit Diftillers 
the Uſe of Wheat, at leaſt for a Time ; if that be 
true which is aſſerted with great Appearance of Rea- 
ſon, that half the Wheat that comes to the Market 
of London at preſent is bought by Diſtillers ; that 
more of that Grain is conſumed by them alone with- 
in England in a Year than would maintain 500,000 
Perſons *, or than the whole Quantity of Wheat 
which is e in this Iſland northward of York. 


\ . 


21 ov was greatly impoſed on in this ; _ 
am credibly informed they never uſed near one ſixth Part 
of a Quantity ſuffigieat for that Purpoſe. 
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54 APPENDIX. 
Certainly the ſaving ſuch a Quantity vf Dorn at this 
Juncture is very deſirable and neceſſary. 

As to any Eneroachment on the Revenue thereby, 
without queſtion, in our preſent Situation, that is a 
tender Point; but it is ſuppoſed the Wheat ſo uſed 
pays little if any Thing of the Malt Tax, and 
any Deficiency ſuſtained thereby may be more than 
compenſated by the Increaſe of Duties on Spirits 
made from Barley-Malt, by the ſaving of the whole 
Bounties on Corn and Malt exported this Vear, and 
by the additional Duties * on foreign and American 

Spirits that may be imported to ſupply the Want of 
our own made from Wheat. Io 

As to the ſecond Part, vix. The ;enrouraging; of 
Importations from abroad, there is no doubt, if we 
are not too dilatory in our Reſolutions, but we can 


have Corn from America, the Southern Parts of Eu- 


rope, Barbary, and poſſibly ſome Places nearer 
Home. But the W rer on moſt Grain, -eſ- 
pecially Wheat, Rye, and Peaſe, are in effect equal 
to a Prohibition. The Duty on Oats is indeed 
low, but it would ſtill be a ſufficient Profit to the 
Importer, and *confequently an Acouſt to 
bring them into the Kingdom. 

Why then may not all Duties on Corn imported 
be ſuſpended for ſome Months, until the Appearance 
of next Crop be ſeen, or until Prices at home be- 
come moderate? The Intereſt of the public 
Revenue will not be affected by chis, it being indeed 
our Happineſs, that, for nineteen years in twenty, 
theſe Duties produce little or nothing: And as to 
any Objections from the Landholders and Farmers, 
98 * 

The Author means Inereaſe of the Duties, 


mas od „„ k two 0h 


A. a 


- _— 7] a— ww HM "a. MM a. 4. 


c«s Aa. Mwds A©Aav% Ak rLeS od Ds bod 


a i. 


DV Cots as 


APPENDIX. | 65 
er the Dealers in home Corn, whoſe Gains may be. 
leſſened by this Meaſure, they ought to be diſregard- 
ed at a Time when the Condition of the Poor is ſo 
diſtreſsful. : 

If theſe Methods are purſued, large additional 
Quantities will come to Market. The very Appre- 
henſion of a free Import of foreign Grain, or the 
Appearance of a few Cargoes thereof in our Ports, 
will induce all the Hoarders of Home-Grain, whe- 
ther Farmers or Dealers, to bring it out to Market, 
and the Prices will of courſe be lowered for the Poor. 

QUANTITY, and that alone can fruſtrate all 
Attempts to ingroſs or foreſtall. If there be a good 
Crop, or a proper Quantity of Grain, either at home 
or from abroad, to be got for the Market, no Art 
or Scheme can inhance the Price of Grain, whate- 
ver ſpeculative Perſons may fancy to themſelyes ; and 
if there be a bad Crop, and the Quantities of Grain 
be ſcanty, no Art or Regulation of Government 
will keep the Prices low. 
| Theſe Methods will, it is hoped, ſerve our Pur- 

poſe, if the next Seaſon ſhould prove early and favou- 
table; ; but if theſe Methods ſhould fail, or the Seaſon 
in any degree appear backward, a total Prohibition of 
Diſtillery, and perhaps even of Malting, may be ne- 
ceſſary. But it would ſeem that a ſmall Bounty upon 
all Corn imported for a limited Time, over and a- 
bove the Suſpenſion of the Duties, might anſwer the 
end better, and with leſs real Loſs or Tncopvaghency 
to the Revenue or Kingdom. 

Theſe two Papers appear to have bean printed about 
the Year 1757, and are here copied exactly, except 
the Quotation out of 15 Car. 2. in the firſt, udien 
is copied from the Statute. 
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HE following treatiſe was wrote in the begin- 
ning, of the year 1759, for the uſe of a par- 
ticular Gentleman, who ſoon returned the manuſeri pt, 
which has been fince lent to ſeveral others; notwith- 

ſtanding which the Author hath taken the liberty to 
make ſome corrections therein, and additions thereto, 
the moſt material of which became neceſſary on account 
of the late alterations i in the Corn-laws in France, 


and are marked thus , as to dhe reſt; „ the ſubſtance 
is the ſame as at firſt. 
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1 118 5 
H variety in the ſeaſons, one year 


from another, will ever cauſe fluc- 
tuations in the price of every thing 
which depends on them, and it ſeems 

as poſſible to regulate the ſeaſons, as 
by any Law to order it ſo, that Corn 
ſhall always remain at one fixed and certain PRICE, 


and, for this reaſon, ſhould any thing of that ſort, at 


any time, be attempted, it would certainly fail. 
Beſides, could any regulation of that ſort be 
carried into execution > it would tend to leflen the 


_ * 
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excohomy of the common people, and the attempt 
would greatly difcourage Tillage, 

The of the common people would be 
Tellened by knowing at what price they could buy 
Bread, which is their principal expence ; and many 
of them would act too much like many of thoſe 
who ſubſiſt on certain Salaries, that is, calculate 
their expences in ſo exact a proportion to their In- 
eome, that they would find a very ſmall accidental 
loſs extremely difficult to recover. 

Few of thoſe, whofe Incomes and Expences are 
certain, are known to lay up any great matter before 
hand, and it will be generally found, that thaſe, whoſe 
Incomes and Expences are uncertain, are the beſt Huſ- 
bands ; and this, becauſe they are thereby obliged to 
A conſtant economy, and to ftrive, if poflible, to have 

in ſtore for accidents. 

The attempting ſuch a regulation would greatly 
diſcourage Tillage, as the Farmer would be thereby 
aſſured, that ſhould he have the misfortune to looſe 
half his Crop, he could receive no indemnification 
by felling the remainder at a-higher price. 

Theſe inconveniences ſeem naturally to attend the 
attempting ſuch a regulation, and it may be queſ- 
tioned if any good purpoſe could be anſwered there- 


All that can be done by the Legiſlature in this 
matter, is, to frame their Laws ſo as to prevent, 
Grain from being at any Time,either ſo dear that the 
poor cannot ſublift, or ſo cheap that the Farmer can- 
not live by growing of it, which hath been, or at 
leaſt ſhould have been, the general view of all Go- 
vernments in their Corn-laws ; and no regulations 
that haue ever been made, in any Country, in — 


U 
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thereto, can have anſwered theſe ends better than 
thoſe eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom; which in general 
are theſe, viz. permitting an Importation at a low 
duty when dear, and by a high duty prohibiting it 
when cheap, and at the ſame time, in order to the 
encouragement and increaſe 'of Tillage, giving 
a Bounty on the Exportation, and ſecuring the pro- 
perty of all Perſons who ſhall trade therein for n i 
end. 

The Bounty was firſt given on the Expoetitibl of 0 
Grain in the year 1689, now ſeventy years ſince * 
during which period, Grain hath in general been 
from fifteen to twenty per cent. cheaper than for forty 
years before that time, which is a good proof of the 
utility of the Law by which it is ordered to be given, 


and which is further proved, in that, ſince its firſt eſta:- | 


bliſhment, the Parliament have not thought fit to ſuſ 
pend it, either in part or the whole, only four times, 
VIZ, in 1698, 1709, 1740, and 1757, which laſt ſuſ- 
penſion is ſtill in force, and to continue to Chriſtmas 
next 1. 

That Corn hath been as much cheaper ſince the 
Bounties took place, as before mentioned, is ſo no- 
torious, that the prices thereof to which the Boun- 
ties are payable by Law, which when firſt eſtabliſned 
were thought moderate, and under which the then 
Parliament thought the Farmer could not afford to 
grow it, are now thought very dear, and long be- 
fore Coch is ſold at thoſe prices, at which the Boun- 
ties are to ceaſe of courſe, Wwe have of late heard 

8 Ae clamours 


This was wrote in the month of vas 17 | 

1 The Stat. 32 G. 2, chap. 2. which 1749. this pro- 3 

ibition, was in purſuance of a clauſe therein, by Chaps 
9. repealed after 25 March, 1759. 
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clamours for taking the Bounty off, and Ropping the 
N 


| Few underſtand the nature of the Corn- 

q 2. trade ſo well as to be able to determine 

juſtly, if it would be proper to make any 

alteration in this matter, and even amongſt thoſe 

few, much the greater part are intereſted in the 

queſtion, and therefore all ſhould be heard with great 
caution. 

And ſo Iifferent are their opinions, that whilſt one 
urges the neceſſity of taking off the Bounty, now 
paid on the Exportation of Corn, for the future, 
becauſe, as he thinks, it tends to make Bread too 
dear for the poor; it is preſſed by another as making 
Corn ſo cheap, that the Farmers cannot live, and 
this Author ſeems to think, that no other Country 
can export Corn but our own, and that forei igners 
muſt have it at what price we pleaſe. 

A third contends that the Bounties ſhould not be 
withdrawn for the ſame reaſon, ſaying, the ſame ef- 
fe& will follow, and that to ſuch a degree, that the 
Farmer could not go on without a great abatement 
in his Rent ; adding moreover, that were the Boun- 
ties taken away, our ſhipping would decreaſe, and 
conſequently our ſeamen ; and therefore he con- 
cludes, that the continuing to give a Bounty on the 
Exportation of Corn is neceſſary to the _ being 
of the Nation. 

A fourth ſays, a Bounty ſhould be continued, 
giving for inſtance, Wheat; which, in his opinion, 
Mould never be ſold under 3s. 6d. nor for more than 
4. a buſhel,” and propoſes, in order to keep it in 
this medium, thet a Bounty of 6d. a buſhel be con- 


ney 


* 


\ 
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tinued, when the price of the buſhel doth not exceed : 
48. 6d. and, When it exceeds 58. propoſes that a 
duty of 8d. a buſhel be paid on the Exportation, 


which duty ſhould 80 towards the Bounty when kar 
is low. is 


Although it might be much eaſier to 
$. 3. ſhew, that moſt of theſe propoſitions are 
calculated to ſerve particular intereſts, than 
to determine what is right, and fit to be lug 3. yet 
the preſent time, during the SUSPENSION. * of, the 
Law, is moſt undoubtedly the proper time to conſi- 
der the queſtion, ſince no plea can now be made a- 
gainſt any alteration in the affair, on account of its 
tending to deprive any ſet of Men of their preſent 
livelihood, and we have alſo an opportunity of ſcee- 
ing the Corn-trade at preſent carried on, without ei- 
ther Exportation or Bounty. Let us therefore ſup- 
poſe the queſtion, in relation to both Importation and 
Exportation, to be ſtated as follows. 
Firſt, Is it proper to allow of any Importation. or 
Exportation of Corn for the future ? 
Secondly, If it is proper to allow of Importation 
and Exportation of Corn, ſhould it be done under any 


and what encouragements, reſtrictions, and regula- 


tions ? 


Thirdly, Are thoſe encouragements, reſtrictions, 
and regulations, if any are neceſſary, to be made 
certain and remain fixed ? Or is any and what power 
of varying them from time to time to be lodged ir in 
any and what hands? 


To which queſtions the following anſwers may be 


given. 


L 2 Firſt, 
5 * 30, 1759, 


* 
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Firſt, As it would be contrary to common ſenſe to 
think, when our own growth is not ſufficient for our 
conſumption, of prohibiting the Importation, ſo it 
would be highly unreaſonable, when we have Corn 
to ſpare, to deny the liberty of Exporting the ſur- 
plus; and therefore, both Importation and Exporta- 
tion of Corn muſt be allowed for the future, 

Secondly, As it appears, that under the preſent 
encouragement, reſtrictions, and regulations, rela- 
tive to the Importation and Exportation of Corn, moſt 
of which have now ſubſiſted ſeventy years, thatcommo- 
dity, hath in general, been as cheap, and Wheat in par- 
ticularcheaper than before they took place; it may 
fairly beconcluded, that to them ſuch cheapneſs hath 
been owing, and therefore, both the one and the other 
ſhould ſtill be allowed under ſome ſuch encourage- 
| ments, reſtrictions, and regulations as are now ſub- 
t; fiſting, though at preſent ſuſpended. 
| Thirdly, From the fame reaſon, the ſucceſs of 

the preſent Laws in relation to Corn, which are 
certain and fixed, with a power of variation, lodged 
In either of the two Quarter-ſeffions next after Ai. 
chaelmas and Eafter in London, and in every Quarter- 
ſeſſions in all other parts of the Kingdom, as to the 
opening the ports for Importation only ; 3 we muſt 
conclude, that it is beſt for them to remain much on 
the ſame footing ; and if any alterations are made 
- therein, they muſt conſiſt only in regard to Expor- 
tation; either in leſſening the Bounty, paying it to 
a leſſer PRICE, or, perhaps, taking it quite away; 
and | in regard to Lnpartation ; ; in a new regulation of 
the 


9 at Ye. ri... at 
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the Duties payable in that caſe, or in regard to the 
opening the Ports * for that purpoſe. 


The better to determine what may be 
$. 4. done in each of theſe. particulars, the 
GY nn may be laid Lende, 

vix. 

1. Corn may at ſome price be ſo cheap, that FI 
Grower will not have a reaſonable reward for his la- 
bour. 

2. At ſome other price fo dear, that 7 poor may 
find it difficult to purchaſeiit. 

3: And it may alſo be at fo modern A price, that 
both the poor may afford to purchaſe, and the Farmer 
afford to grow it at the ſame time. 

Now, it ſeems very. clear, could the prices at 
which Corn may be ſaid to be cheap, reaſonable, or 
dear, be aſcertained, it would be of great uſe in 
determining what alterations might be made, with 


propriety, in all or any of the preſent Corn-laws; 


And for the aſcertaining thoſe prices, we have on- 
ly to refer to the regiſter of Eton College, and the 
Statutes which give a Bounty on the Exportation of 
Corn, adding a reflection or two. 


By the ſaid regiſter it appears, that the average 


Ss of the beſt Wheat and Malt, nine gallon mea- 


ure, have been far 164 years, as W | 
| Number 


2 By opening the ports is meant, "ty certifying from 
the Quarter-ſeſhions to the Collector of the Cuſtoms, 
that the prices of Grain are ſo high, that it is chargea- 
ble with the low duties only; and for want of ſuch 
certificate, the full duties are to be taken, and they 
amount to a prohibition. See Stat. 1, Jac. 2. c. 29+ 
3 G, 2. c. 18. and 5 G 2, c. 12. 


* 
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Number of years 


| and when | Prices. 
| "No. | from | * Qr. Wheat. | Qr. Malt. 
9 | 9 ö 
511595 16462 5 371 5 52 
140 1646 | 1686 || 2 11 104 4 8 
40 | 1686 | 1726 || 2 11 -7 $+-1 
vw 11726 [1759 1] 1 18 205 fn 5 FD 
{| or | 1595 1686 2 8 27 1 7 72 
73 | 1686 | 1759 || 18 11 13 4,9 
164 | 1595 1759 | S. oz | x 2 . 6x1 


And the ſaid Statutes ordering the Bounty to be 
paid on Wheat till 48s. Rye till 32s. Malt and 
Barley till Barley is 245. and Oatmeal till Oats are 
I 58. . that till the ſeveral Grains exceed the ſaid 
prices they are to be eſteemed cheap; and that when 
the Bounty ceaſes they are not to be thought dear 
till the prices, except Oats *, are conſiderably ad- 
vanced, for the duties are ſo very heavy as to prevent 
any Importation till Wheat is 53s. 4d. Barley 32s. 
Rye 40s. and Oats 16s. and, though they ſhould 
exceed theſe prices, the duties muſt ſtil] be paid, till 
the port hath been opened ; which can only be done 
at certain ſeaſons, and in a particular manner, as 
mentioned page 77 in the note. 

We can by no means ſuppoſe the Legiſlature had 
an intention to keep Grain up to theſe laſt, or even 


” 00: 


* The ik 3 is payable on Oatmeal till Oats are 1 5%, 
and yet at 168. the low duty commences. 
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to the Bounty prices. The views of theſe Laws are 
moſt evidently no other than to give all poſſible en- 
couragement to Agriculture and the growth of Corn, 
by opening to the Farmer a certain Market for his 
ſurplus, and aſſuring him at the ſame time, that, in 
caſe of a failure in his Crop, foreign Corn ſhall not 
be imported on him till the neceſſity of the people 
requires it, and the price is ſo far advanced as to put 
it in his power in ſome meaſure to make up his loſs. 

And the conſequences have anſwered ; for Apri- 
culture hath been ſo much extended, and the art of 
huſbandry ſo much better attended to, and managed 
with ſo much more judgment and ſucceſs, ſince the 
paſſing the above Laws, and under the protection 
and encouragement they give, than it was before that 
time; that, although large quantities of all forts of 
Grain have been exported, and Wheat is much more 
generally uſed for Bread by the common people &, 
yet the price thereof is conſiderably ſunk, and the 
price of Malt and other Grain is not advanced; 
and alſo, although the rents of Lands have, in gene- 
ral, been very much raiſed, yet the Farmers are, for 
the moſt part, men in much better circumſtances 
than when thoſe Laws firſt took place. 


* | From 


* See ſupp. ch. 5. ſec. 14 N 15. where this is re- 
marked, and it there appears that a labouring man ſpends 
fix pence a week more for Wheaten than for Rye-bread ; 

from which increaſe of expence, ariſe thoſe complaints 7 
We have fo frequently heard of late of the high price of 
Wheat long 20 9 it is ſold at 48s. when the Bounty is to 
ceaſe ; the bread made of Wheat being A dearer 
than that made of any other grain, | 
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From what hath been recited and obſerved, may 
be collected at what prices Corn may be efteemed 
cheap, reaſonable, or dear; or in other words, what 
the conſumers can afford to give, and the growers af- 
ford to take, and this from what hath been done for a 
conſiderable time, and by making a compariſon be- 
tween the ſtate of the affair, not only at the preciſe 
time the Laws were made, and the ftate thereof at 
preſent ; but, as to the prices of Grain, by compa+ 
ing the averages thereof for ninety-one years pre- 
ceeding with ſeventy- three ſince they took place. 

And we may venture to fix the price of the quar- 
ter of each ſort containing eight buſhels of the Min- 
cheſter or Statute meaſure, as follows, biz. 


Wheat to 36s. } per quarter, ( 42s.) moderate, and 
Barley to. 18s. & cheap, to 3 228. then dear. 
Rye : to 248. 288. 


peaſe may be reckoned as an and Beans as 
R 

— 128. per quarter cheap, to oh envlarin 
and then dear. | 

We keep Oats at 16s. as before, becauſe it hath 
been ſaid, and. with an appearance of reaſon, that 
they were permitted to be imported at too low a 
price *, in proportion to the other Grain. 

From the above prices it may be concluded, that 
each of the Grains ſhould be exported — till 
it exceeds the moderate price, and afterwards till 
the ports are open for Importation, if not without, 
at leaſt with a {mall duty; ſay Wheat 6d. Barley 3d. 


* 
See note, page 78. 


the Importation and Exportation of Coax, 8 
Rye 4d. and Oats 3d. per buſhel ; but, as theſe du- 
ties would amount nearly to a prohtbition " it may be 
detter not to impoſe them. 

From thence it alſo appeats, that the Farmer will 
have no need of a Bounty; provided Corn conti- 
nues on the average as high as it hath done fince the 
Bounty took place. 


But as all experiments, which may poſſibly hurt or 
diſcourage Agriculture, ſhould be very cautiouſly 
made, it may be very proper to allow, for times cer- 
tain, a Bounty on Wheat, Barley and Rye; but 
lefler than the preſent Bountresf, and payable to leſſer 

M prices, 


* Tt would be aiding twenty five per cent. to the 
= coſt of Wheat; the ceaſing of the Bounty adds 
+, and chat would be a ſufficient check; for example, 
47 Wheat coſts 368. in the Market, a Bounty of 4% 
reduces it to 326. Now 48. is th of 328. f. e, 12+ 
per cent. and, conſequently, was the like duty to com- 
mence when the Bounty ceaſes, it would be 25 per cent. 
beſides it is an experiment which hath been already 
tried; for when, in 1688, the Bounty was given, the 
at of 22 Car. 2. which makes cuſtom payable oa Wheat 
exported after 488. was not repealed, but after 12 years 
experience, Viz. in 1700, it was repealed by 11 and 12 
W. 3. and what is remarkable, it had been ſo dear the 
year before, that the Bounty Was * and the 
price was 408. at the time. 
The preſent Bounties are as under, 


Wheat till 488.— 85. od. 
Rye till 328.38. 6d. 
— till 248.— 28. 6d. 


| Oatmeal till Oats are 155.—28. 6d. 

Malt receives the ſame as Barley, and by Statute 

G. c. 7. ſec. 14 and 15, every vo quarters of Bar- 
ey is to be eſteemed to make hre quarters of 
and the duty is paid accordingly; by which means, 
** * per quarter, paid — 
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prices, and leſſening every year till the whole are 
taken off, which we may ſuppoſe as follows, viz. 
Wheat 6d. per buſhel till 36s. per quarter, for one 
year, to decreaſe 3 per buſhel each year after, 
till the whole is taken off. Barley 3d. per buſhel, 
till 188. per quarter for one year, to decreaſe 2 
per buſhel, each year after, till the whole is taken 
off. Rye 4d. a buſhel, till 248. per quarter, for one 
year, to decreaſe 5 per buſhel, each year after, till 
the whole is taken off. By which means it might 
be known without any great hazard *, how far the 
Bounty on Corn might be altered or withdrawn 
without diſcouraging Tillage. 

Whilſt a Bounty is allowed, we apprehend no bet- 
ter method can be found of aſcertaining that the 
prices do not exceed thoſe to which it is payable, 

than the old method of the Exporter's oath, on ma- 
king the entry in order to the taking out the deben- 
ture, that the average price of the Grain to be ex- 
ported did not exceed the Bounty price the laſt 
Market day. | | 


As 


Exciſe for breakage on the ſhipping it off, the Bounty 
given on every quarter of Barley. made into Malt for 
Exportation is four ſhillings, which, if the price was al- 
ways twenty ſhillings, is 20 per Cent. whereas 74s 
ſhillings.and. ſix pence on Barley is only 124 per cent. 
by which means the Exportation of Malt is greatly en- 
couraged. a I. | 
Between the writing and printing theſe conſidera- 
tions, reaſons have ariſen to alter theſe opinjons, as will 
be explained further on, and diſtinguiſhed thus +. 
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The above duties amount to a. prohibition on 
each ſort of Grain, except Oats , till the prices 
are very high, which tends greatly to encourage .our 
own Tillage, as hath been before obſerved ; and there- 
fore no great alteration ſhould be made. But there are 
ſame who are of opinion, that if Qats were to be 
charged 5s. 10s. till 18s. per quarter, and if the 
low duties were to commence on Beans at 36s. on 
Barley at 28s. on Rye at 36s. on W heat and Peaſe 
at 50s. the affair would ſtand rather more on an 
equality, and no inconvenience could ariſe. | 

And they add further, that it would þe well if a 
certain price were fixed at which, the ſame being 
duly certified, Corn might be imported, for a time 
certain, - duty free ; as nothing would tend more to 
keep the price moderate, and the defires of Farmers 
and all other- holders of Corn within reaſonable 
bounds, than being under a oorant apprehenſion. bt 
ſuch an Importation. 

As to the preſent method of wking the duties ac- 
cording to the certificates of the price of Corn, 
made by the juſtices in every Quarter-ſeſſions, and 
of. the Magiſtrates in London in Oftober and April, 
it ſeems founded in reaſon, and fit to be continued, 
For if the Crop hath failed, it begins to be felt in 
October, and if it is nearly expended, it is known in 

April, in which two months the Magiſtrates in Len- 
dun axe to certify; and if they certify that Corn is ſo 
high as to be imported at the low duty, the Impor- 
tation muſt continue for {ix months; which, in re- 

1 gard 


® It is to be obſerved, the importation of Oats hath 
far exceeded that of all other Grain, being more than two 


parts in three of the whole as may be ſeen in the Collec- 
tion of Papers, &c. 
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card to that port, is very reaſonable, for if they 
had it in their power to allow of the Importation for 
three months only, it would not be of any great 
utility, ſince no body would venture to load any 
quantity, as the time might poſſibly elapſe before the 
arrival to the loſs of the Importer. And the certifi- 
cates of the juſtices in every Quarter-ſeflions out of 
London, ſeems as proper in regard to the circum- 
ſtances of moſt other places, and as well adapted for 
their ſervice, as the regulation for London doth for 
the ſervice thereof ; for in them, or moſt of them, 
a ſmall additional quantity will carry them on for 
three months, and if enough doth not arrive in that 
time, they can continue the port open, by certfying 
anew, for three months longer. 

Theſe certificates may be made either in the Quar- 
ter- ſeſſions, or at any adjournment thereof, and the 
making them ſeems to be diſcretionary, not compul- 
ſory; and that it ſhould be ſo is quite neceſſary, 
ſince it may accidentally happen that the prices of 
Corn may, for one or two Market-days next before 
the Seſſions, be at ſo low a rate, as to allow of the 
Importation,” and an Importation improperly allowed 
— be very hurtful to the Farmer. | 

Therefore, the method, that hath at ſome times 
been taken, of adjourning the Seſſions for this par- 
ticular purpoſe is very prudent, and it might be 
proper always to adjourn the conſideration of all pe- 
titions as may be preſented in regard to this affair in 
the Michaelmas- ſeſſions, till about the 20th of No- 
vember, as by that time it will be known, if the high 
prices are owing to the ſhortneſs of the Craps, 


lateneſs of the Harveſt, want of arrivals, or to any 
other cauſe. | 


When 
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When Corn is once imported, in purſuance of 


theſe certificates, it cannot be reſhipped, either for 


Exportation, or to carry coaſt-ways ; and with good 
reaſon, for particular Importations ſhould be ſo or- 
dered, that, whilft they are of ſervice to the place 
for which they are intended, they may not hurt the 


Farmers in other parts. So far for particular Im- 


portations, for the Laws as they now ſtand regard 
no other. / 


General ImyoRTATIONS have been eſ- 

& 6. teemed by our Legiſlators of the greateſt 
| moment, and they can never be permitted, 
but by a new Law expreſsly made for that purpoſe, 
as is at preſent * the caſe, and if ever the power of 
permitting them is intruſted by the Parliament to any 
but themſelves, it ſeems as if it can be no where ſafely 
lodged, but in the King and Council, and whenever 
the queſtion comes before them, they will undoubt- 
edly proceed with the greateſt caution, the ſtate of 
the Markets in all foreign parts, from which Corn 
may be imported, as well as the ſtate of our own 
Markets throughout the Kingdom, and. the time of 
the year will be confidered. 

At Michaelmas, a late harveſt may make nn in 
general dear for a time, although there may be a 
ſufficient ſtock in the Kingdom, then and at 
all times contrary winds, and in war time want © 
convoy, and every other means which tends to pre- 
vent the free tranſportation or circulation of. Grain 
from one part of the Nation to another, which circu- 
lation there can be no doubt but all in power, in imi- 
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tation of the Legiſlature, will always promote, pro- 
tet, and encourage, may make. Corn dear in par- 
ticular places; and if a ſudden riſe in the price, 
occaſioned by the above or any other accidental 
ſtops in the circulation, ſhould at any time be miſta- 
ken for a real ſcarcity, and a general Importation 
allowed, it may be the cauſe of having ſo much Corn 
importedin ſix months, and ſuch Importation will ſcarce- 
ly ever be granted for a leſſer time, as to make our on 
Farmers labour for nothing the whole year, or per- 


haps longer, and conſequently greatly W 
Tillage. 


It vil throw ſome light on this reaſoning to con- 


ſider, that a general failure of the Crops throughout 
Europe is but rarely the caſe, and though it may 
happen, that our own growth may be ſo ſhort as to 
require a permiſſion of either a general or particular 
Importation ; yet, at the ſame time, ſome nei 

bouring Kingdoms may have ſo much Corn to ſpare, 


as, if either is allowed without reſtriction, te be able 


ina few months to import ſo great a quantity, that 
our own Farmers may not be able to get a common 
price, though they have but a very ſhort | Crop. 
Which was the caſe a few years ſince in the you of 
London, with regard to Oats. 

When a general Importation is lewd: it | ſhould 
be for leſs than fix months, for the ſame reaſon as 


in the particular at London, viz. a ſmall quantity 


would be of little or no uſe, and if the time li- 


mited for Importation is too ſhort, no great quantity 
can arrive. 


As in particular Importations none of the Corn 


imported ſhould be reſhipped, becauſe ſuch Importa- 


tions are for the ſervice of particular parts of the 
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Kingdom; fo, on the contrary, whenever a gene- 
ral Importation is allowed, the Corn imported 
ſhould be permitted to be reſhipped and carried 
coaſt-ways to any other part of the Kingdom with 
the ſame freedom as Corn of our own growth, be- 
cauſe ſuch Importations are for the benefit of the 
Kingdom in general. 

There is an opinion, that, as the Law now 
ſtands, the Exportation of Grain can be prohibited 
only by the Parliament, which may ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing be true, more eſpecially in time of peace; but 
ſurely the King, by his prerogative, may at any 
time, particularly in time of war, prevent it by an 
embargo. And it might be proper to impower him 
to do it at all times by proclamation, with the ad- 
vice of his Council, which Mr, Burn ſays he may, 
and quotes an Act 1 Ja. 1. but this power was only 
an exception to that Act, and was, at leaſt virtually, 
repealed by both 22 Car. 2. and 1 Vn. and Mary. 

The Parliament hath, in the Act for ſuſpending 
the Laws till Chriſtmas next, 1759, reſerved a power 
of making any alteration during their preſent Seffions, 
and if Corn continues cheap, and it can be done with- 
out hazard of aſſiſting the enemy, they. may poſſibly 
allow an Exportation 4, and it deſerves conſidera- 
tion; if that be done, whether it ſhould not be 
without a Bounty for the remainder of the year, as 


„This opinion appears to be right, by the paſſing of 

the Act of 5 G. 3, cap. 31. to authoriſe the Kong and 
in 

the prorogation in 1765. 4 

3 It was by Stat. 32 G. 2. c. 8. allowed to be exported 


without any reſtriction, and with the Bounty. 
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was the caſe in 1699, and whenever Corn is allowed 
to be exported again with a Bounty, whether an 
inquiry ſhould not be made, if there is any founda- 
tion for the ramour of the Bounty having been paid 
for great quantities of Corn which were never ex- 

ported *. e ; 
Nothing but experience can ſhew, how far any 
of the alterations here propoſed may be of ſervice. 
We are certain that the preſent Corn-laws have had 
their defired effect, and therefore ſhould alter them 
with great caution, and this the rather, ſince, how 
light ſoever ſome amongſt us may think of them, two 
very ſenſible late French Authors attribute to thent, 
and to the Act of navigation, the preſent figure we 
| WH make 


* A report, which hath long ſubſided, © was current 
in the year 1759, that, in ſome of the out-ports, means 
had been found to impoſe on the officers of the Cuſ- 
toms, in whoſe preſence the Corn is meaſured into every 
veſſel, the firſt time ſhe loads in bulk, and to make 
them certify, that many of them held more than in fact 
they did: If there was any truth in this report, ſurely 
it could not be done as to Malt; for, by Stat. 3 G. 2. 
c. 7. F. 14 and 15. all Malt made for Exportation is to be 
locked up by, and ſhipped under the inſpection of the 
Exciſe officer. eee „ f 

However; All frauds in the Exportation of Corn 
may eaſily be prevented for the future, by making the 
Bounty payable on the proof that the Corn is landed ac- 
cording to the Entry, or loſt, which proof the Maſter 
of the Veſſel might be bound to make in like manner as. 
he is in regard to his having made the payments to Green 
ich Hoſpitals aha of Een 3 e, . 

« 4 Les Interits de la France mal entendiis, and L' Ami des 
Hommes. 
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make in Furope, and preſs the making the like for 
their own Kingdom. | 


+ And the ſentiments of thoſe writers 

&. 7. have been fo far adopted by the govern- 

ment, that, between the writing and 
printing theſe Conſiderations, the King hath publiſhed 
two remarkable EpicTs ||, one allowing all perſons 
to trade in Corn, and to circulate it freely through- 
out the whole kingdom; the other authoriſing and 
encouraging the Exportation and. Importation there- 
of: the Exportation to ceaſe when Wheat hath been 
for three following Market-days, at a price which 
anſwers to about 39s. our quarter, Statute-meaſure, 
and there are thoſe who ſay, that they are fully per- 
ſuaded they ſhall live to fee as good a Bounty given 
for Corn exported from France as is given from Eng- 
land. 

+ Theſe proceedings of the French ſhould at leaſt 
put us on our guard as to any alterations we m 
think of making in the relation to the Bounty ; > 4 
if thoſe Edicts are continued and attended with ſuc- 
ceſs, we ſhall not only looſe. our Corn-trade in 
France, but alſo meet the French, as competitors in 

that Prade, in all other foreign Markets: 

Therefore the hints thrown, out page 80 of re- 

ducing the Bounty, paying it to the prices there 
mentioned, and taking it entirely off by degrees; 
vohich in 1759 it was thought might be attempꝑted 
without any great hazard, ſeem now in the year 1766, 
W 3 and that it would be ans. * 
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to think of taking the Bounty entirely off, or to re- 
duce it, and at the ſame time pay it to leſſer prices. 
One of the twꝰ laſt may, however, ſurely be done, 
without any great riſk; and we might either con- 
tinue the ſame Bounties, but payable to leſſer prices, 
ſay Wheat to 40s. and the reſt in proportion; or 
reduce them, ſay one third, and continue to pay 
them to the ſame prices as at preſent. 

+ Was the firſt carried into execution, we ſhould 
in general continue to ſend our Corn to foreign 
Markets on as good terms as heretofore, but when 
it ſhould happen to riſe to the prices at which the 
Bounty would ceaſe, it would be fo great and ſudden 
a check, as might turn the Trade into another chan- 
nel for ſome time; and it may accidentally: riſe to 
that price either juſt before or ſoon after Harveſt, 
and yet, at the ſame time; the ſtock in hand may be 
ſo large that a great quantity may be ſpared for Ex- 
portation, and Corn fold for a moderate price in 
the remaining part of the year and until the next 
Harveſt. 

+ If the ſecond was to be the Law, as the Mar- 
kets abroad always regulate the prices at which Corn 
is bought here for Exportation, the Merchant muſt 
always buy at ſo much leſs as the deduction in the 
Bounty, to be on a par with them; and conſequent- 
ly, what he ſhall buy will tend leſs to raiſe the Mar- 
ket here, a very large ſum would be annually ſaved 
in the Bounty, and no interruption would happen 
to the Exportation-trade, by the ceaſing of the 
Bounty, until the high price ſhould require it. , 

e e The 
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The purport of all that hath been 


Con LCUSION. ſaid, is this, that as the variety of 
the ſeaſons will always prevent the 


price of Corn being fixed by a Law, and could it 
be done, it would be attended with inconveniences, 
and the- attempt would diſcourage *Tillage, there- 
fore all that can be done, is to regulate the matter 
ſo, that it may be kept in a due medium; which 
our preſent Laws have done beyond an 5 
and conſequently, that every attempt to alter them, 
with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, muſt be made 


by comparing the ſtate of the affair before the time 
; chey were made, with the ſtate thereof ſince they have 


been in force, which hath been endeavoured, with 


what propriety we freely ſubmit, but could wiſh, 
whether any alteration is made or not, all the Laws 
relating to the Corn-trade were reduced into one AR 


of Parliament. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Papers. have been publ iſhed, in 
part at leaſt, by others; except the accounts 
of the Importation ; but it is not remembered that 
they have been viewed or * in the ſame 
light as in Coleen. ky 
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An account of the true Market-price.of #heas and Mali 
in Windſor Market from 1595 incluſive to 1765 ex- 
dune. | 3 
Fear Wheat gr.. Malt r. 
1 A J. . 4. * Fo 4. 

5 1641- — 8 0 — 1 9: 0 


\ | 1642 - * 7 | 9 
1643 ( wanting in the account. - The year 
; 1646 ſupplied by Biſhop Fleetwood. _ 


1646 — 2 8 0 — 1 9 0 
1647; ͤ— 313 3 — 117 0 
1648 — 4 3 <nlw_—_—_— $- © 0 
1649 — 4 O — 2 3: 0 
1650 — 8 16 8 — 1 18 6 
16533 — 115 & —— 198 
1654 — 1 6.0 — 1 0 8 
158 — 1134 — 1 o 0 
1656, — 23 — 4 o 
5 — 26 8 — 1 8 4 
1659 — 3 8 — — 2 2 : 
1660 — 2 16 6 — — 1 18 8 
1661 —— 310 0 — 13: 4 
1662 —— 3:14 0 — 2 1 © 
1663 — 2170 — 112 8 
21664 — 2 0 Gr 1 107 oO 
1665 . _ 0 4 cc I + 
1666 2— ů— 1 16 00 — 1855 e 
1667 — 116 0 — 1 r = 
r 25, 05101, == 1%. 
1669, — 244 — 1 4 
1670 — 2 1 8 ññ—ä6— 1 3 8 
1671 — — 2 2 0 — 1 58 4 
1672 — — 2 1 0 — 1 2 0 
1 74; — 3 0 —enodnm—as. ia 0 
S 
; 1676 — 1180 — 8 0 
- 1677 — .. 2 20 — - 1 2 0 
- 1678 | 
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An account of the true Market-price of Meat and Male 
in Winder Market from 1595 incluſive to bite. * 


cluſi ve. 

Year Wheat qr. Malt qr. 

Bok A 2 4. d. Rk J. 4. d. 
1782 — 2 110 — 17 4 

. . 1 — 1 8 0 
PE 
1756 — 2 Js 1 o 
. ter 
1758 — 2 10 0 — 1 16 2 

1769 — 1 19 10 — 17 

a 4 — 1 fo 6 — 1 6.0 
1761 — 1.1 % — 1 5 4 
1762 —— 11 0 — 1 7 4 
1763 ——— 2 © 5 — 116 o 


Nate. Ia: the faregoigh 1 you are to 
1 that in every year there are two prices of 
Corn, the one at Lach- day, the other at Michdelmas, 
both which are put together and the half is taken 


for the common price of that year, and the tax is 
n * W. os 
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e its 31 272984 25 roifpllar 4 a5. 
_ KR. and Import of Con. 103 
* I” F N d re. — — * phy — | | b 
oof TABLE of Averages of the foregoing * 
doin prices of Mew * ee N 
1 AC wn AP is ts bd 
i and when | eee * 
| No./|- from | to || Que, Wheat, | Qur, Malt: | 
: KITES | i Bb UC E715 IT _— — — 
1 13.3595 % „„ „6 
| 20 1609 | 1626 3 21 51 4 8 
20 | 1626 | 1646 [[ 2 10 5 1 10 1 
20 1646 } 1666 [2 1 54 1 12 4 
N 20 1666 1 1686 & * 6 3 | 1 6 7 £ — 
20.1686 1706 2 5 1 44 6 . 
ere, [4 8 ab. 
20 1726 | 1745 [17 94 1 7 ox] — 
19 17461765 [2 O 1 75 844 
. Fr — — — — 13 — 
1.40 16461686 2 11 101 2, 0-4, 4 
49 | 1686 | 1726 [| 2 5 32]1 7. 530 
39 1726 1765 | 118 117 61 WEL 
= = — —— — —— — ———— a 
91 | 1595 | 1686 | 2 8 21 F 7 74 
79 1686 | 1765 22 0 7 41. 
2 | 21 1765 ll hes HS. * IE p 


„ae are takow to ſuch 3 years, 
that thoſe as were ſtruck by Biſhop Fzetword might 
ſtand here, as he hath given them; and the chaſm 
of 1642, 3, 4 and 5, is not here regarded; but the 
average of the ſixteen years from 1625 to 1642 is 
taken for that of the twenty years from 1625 to 1646; 
as it can make no great difference in the ſaid twenty, 
and ſcarcely any in the whole one hundred and RO 
of youre 


8 The 
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The way the College comes at theſe prices is 
this: The College Baker and Brewer attend Windſor 
Market on the Market-days next before Lady- day 
and Micbaelmas; and bring an account of the higheſt 
prices that Wheat and Malt is ſold for in the Mar- 
ket on thoſe days to the Provoſt and Fellows: and 
it cannot be doubted but they are taken with great 
care; for, according thereto the Rents are ſettled 
for the - current year. - It being only left to the: te- 
nant's option whether he will pay in Wheat and 
Malt in kind, or in Money, at the ſaid Market-price. 

As theſe are the prices of the beſt Wheat and 
Malt, and the buſhel at Vi indſor contains nine gal- 
lons; they by no means give a true ſtate of the 
mean or middle prices of the ſaid Corn or Grain, or 
what the value would have been of all the Wheat fit for 
Bread, and all the Malt made from all the Barley fit 
for that purpoſe, ſuppoſing the whole of each to have 
been mixed together on two diſtinct heaps ; or what 
each of them would have been worth or have ſold for 
in each year 3 or what the reſpective averages at or 
for the times before noted would have been. 

But yet the ſame may be found from them with great 
exactneſs; by deducting one ninth for the difference of 
the buſhel above the Statute-meaſure, and then one 
ninth more from the remainder, for it hath been found 
that the value of all the Wheat fit for bread, if mixed 
together, would be eight ninths of the value of the beſt 
Wheat, and the ſame proportion may tt be 
ſuppoſed in Barley. 

This, however, would be too tedious to do tow 
for the whole time, but the following table ſhews 
what the general erage are, accarding to ſuch cal- 
culation. 


ATA 


0 
3  * 


Price, Export, and Import of Conn. 1 og” | 
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4 A TABLE ſhewing the value of the quarter of | 
j middle Wheat and Malt in Windſor Market 

| for ſeveral periods within 170 years, and for 
the whole time, Statute- meaſure. 
oe f s . i | tp <2 i 
10 Naa of years ee 
and whe. Averages, | 

No. | f (3 . Wheat, ©. Ger. Malt, | 
0 rom 0 W cat. Que, | It, | 

| | FLY 1 
111595 [1606 || 1 12 10 18 95. 

1 20 1606 | 1626-]] 1 14 | 17 * 
20 | 1626 | 1646 || 1 19 101 3 83 
20 |.1646 | 1666 [2 5 45| 1 5 4 

J 20 | 1666 | 1686 [| 1 16 735 1 1 0 
20 | 1686 | 1706 [| 1 16 33% 1 2 0 3 

- 4. 20:1:1506-1: 1726 JF 1 bg 47 41 538g) 
4 20. | 1726: 2246 21...9.16+. | 21::2 43 
4 19 | 1746 1765 111 831 1 165 
Fr 1595] 16% „ 9 „% mt 
1401646 16862 0113/1 3 23 
40 1686 | 1720. 11.1.15 ,98.| 4: 1.834 
| 39 | 1726 | 1765 [110 9% 1. 73. Þ 
91 | 1595 1686 [[ 118 8381 1 =} 
1 79 1686 | 4765 [113 231 1 27S 
9 un F 7 1 * — — 
41.7 ) 1595 | 1765 [[1 1 85. þ 


From the foregoing accounts, and the laſt table, | 


it is obſervable, that the prices of Wheat and Malt 
have not been higher ſince the Bounty hath been 
paid, which was firſt given in 1689 ; but on the con- 
trary, Wheat hath been conſiderably cheaper on the 
whole, and continually on the decline; notwith- 
ſtanding the Export hath continued to increaſe, and 


there is reaſon to believe, Bread made of Wh dat - b 
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106 A Collection of Papers relative to the 
become more generally the food of the labouring 
part of the people than before the Bounty was giv- 
en*, which difference in the price of Wheat 1 is ex- 
plained below, viz. 


| St. . 
From 1595 to 1686 Average — 118 © 
2656 to 1726 Average 9 


Leſs for the firſt 40 years — 9 2 12 


| 


From 1505 to. 1686 Average | — 1 18. © 
1726 to 1765 Average — 111 8 
Leſs for the laſt 39 years — 8 64 
From 1505 to 1686 Average — 118 0 
1686 to 1765 Averagp — 1 13 2 
Leſs for the laſt 79 years d 4 10 


and if we compare the Average of the forty years 
immediately before that in which the Bounty took 
place, with the average of the whole time ſince, ſhe 


difference appears ſtill greater, 
Ls. d. 
From 1646 to: x686 Average — 2 011 
1686 t 1765 Average — FIT 2 
; — 
Leſs for the laſt 79 years — 9 7 9 


and hereby the utility and good effects of the Boun- 


ty are manifeſted, in that Tillage hath. been thereby 
ſo encouraged and improved as to make Wheat cheap- 
er at home, and at the ſame time, bring large ſums 
into the Kingdom for the Corn. exported, of which 


the following accounts have been laid before Parlia- 


_.. . AN 
See ſupp. c. 5. ſec, 14. | 
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Note, The prices of Wheat and Malt in the laſt 
page are taken from the table-page 105, the price of 
Barley is the ſame as Malt, deduQing 3s. 7d. per 
quarter for making: the price of Oats is calculated 
at three-fourths of the price of Barley; and the 
price of Rye is calculated at two-thirds of the price 
of Wheat, which proportions are frequently, or 
rather generally found between their reſpective Prices. 

The ſaid price of Malt however is te be under- 
ſtood: of that made for home conſumption only; for, 
by Stat. 3 G. 2. c. 7. ſec. 14 and 18. three quarters 
of Malt is to be allowed for every wo quarters of 
Barley when malted for cxportgtigns and Tow 
is paid accordingly. - — 
| Now two quarters of Barley dovieg 8 worth 
on the average only 36s. we ought not to ſuppoſe 
three quarters of the Malt ſet down in the ſaid ac- 
count as exported, worth more, i. e. 128. per 1985 
ter. | 

Here follow the accounts 'of the ſums paid . 
Bounties on the foregoing . of Corn ex- 
ported. 

Account of the total amounts of the ſeveral Bounties 


paid for Corn exported from England from 1697 to 
3 being INE my " the annual _— | 
W J. FI 
Rr — . „6689 7 — 2 6 — 17. 
Malt — 623,345 4 — 2 = 77.918 1 + 3 
Oatmeal 2,015 4 — 2 6 — 251 18 - 
Rye — 238,985 7 — 3 6 — 41,822 10 74 


Wheat — 552,867 2 — 5 © — 138,216 16 3 
Quarters 1,668, 904 o L. 289,670 14 04 
Averages 185,433 6 74. 32,186 12 8 


Q 2 | Account 
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Account of the total amounts of the ſeveral Bounties 
paid for Corn exported from Eagland from 1706 to 
1726, being TweNTY years, with the annual averages. 


ars. b. . 4. 3 
Barley — 433,237 2 — 2 6 — 54,154 13 15 
Malt — 4,381,205 0 — 2 6 — 547,650 12 6 
Oats — 11,9221 — 2 6 — 1,490 5 34 
Rye — 780,618 6 — 3 6 — 138,183 5 7+ 
Wheat 2,5 18,213 4 — 5 © — 629,553 7 


TT IE 6 _ 


Quarters 8,134,196 5 , 4. 7,032 45 of | 
Averages 406,709 2 (. 68,551 12 2 


Account of the total amounts of the ſeveral Bounties 
paid for Corn exported from England from 1726 to 
1746, being TWENTY years, with the annual averages. 


„ . 
Barley — 590,080 6 — 2 6 — 73,760 1 10+ 
Malt — 8 4 — 2 6 — 463,916 8 
Oatmeal 45.932 3 — 2 6 — 5,741 10 112 
Rye — $20,020 6 — 3 6 — 91,003 12 72 
Wheat 4.461,337 4 — 5 0 — 1,115,334 7 6 


6— ODE 


Quarters 9,488,703 7 C. 1,769,756 4 
Averages 474435 1 C. 88,487 16 2þ 


mt oem 7 — 
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Account of the total amounts of the ſeveral Bounties | 
paid for Corn exported from England from 1746 to 
1765, being NINETEEN years, with the annual averages. 


« „ / 3 - #6: 
Barley 1,268,088 1 — 2 6 — 158,511 0 3+ 
Malt 4.777, 303 6 — 2 6 — $79,162 19 4+ 

Oatmeal 67,186 4 — 2 6 — 8,398 6 3 

Rye — 939,580 7 — 3 6 — 164,426 13 1 
heat 6,800,017 1 — 5 © —- 1,700,004 5 7 


Quarters 13,862,176 3 »-*— 


C. 2,628,503 4 74 


TE PI — ee aan 


Averages 729,061 7 C. 138,342 5 6 
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It would have given us great pleaſure to have been 
able to have begun the foregoing accounts from 168 , 
when the Bounty took place; but we do not find 
them made up further back; and it is/moſt probable 
that before 1697, the Export was not conſiderable 
enough for notice; as a courſe of nine years cannot 
be thought too "ot to have elapſed before the laws 
could operate iſo far, as to enable ur to export any 
material quantity, who before they took place, uſed 
to be frequently large [mporters.* 

During the foregoing period of kur eight years 
the Export hath with ſome few exceptions been pro- 
hibited four ſeveral-times, viz. from Feb. 10, 169% for 
one year from "Nov. 18, T709, to Sept. 29, 1720; 
from Dec. 1740, to Dec. 25, 1741; and from Dec, 
1756, to Dec. 27, 1757. Which laſt prohibition 
was prolonged to Dec. 25, 1758, and continued to 
March 25, 1769. And from Feb. 12, 1885 to Sept. 
29, 1700, no Bounty was paid on any Corn ex- 


ported; nor was any R on Oatmeal exported 
till May 1, 1707- 


Which prohibitions, non-payment of Bounty , 
and none being paid on Oatmeal at firſt, would all 
together, make a conſiderable deduction from the mo- 
nies in the preceeding pages, could we diſtinguiſh 
their amount; but no account thereof as we can 
learn hath been made out by authority, no more than 
of ſuch grain as hath been exported, for which no 
Bounty is at any time payable. For theſe reaſons, and 
becauſe it is intended in theſe obſervations to give 
the objections to paying the Bounty their full force, 
no notice is taken thereof in theſe accounts, and the 
Bounty is ſuppoſed to have been paid on all the Corn 
exported of every ſort for the whole ſixty-eigbt years. 


dee Note, p. 38. and ſupp. ch. 2, ſec 12 and 13. 
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From the five laſt pages may be ſeen the progreſs 
of the Export and Import from time to time, and 


we ſhall preſently fee the value in Money, 
| r 


. 
of 
4 


for the whole time from 160% to 1765, as to QUan- 


TITY 


8 2 
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132 A Colegion of Papers relative to the 
| whereby will appear what benefit and favings the na- 
tion-hath-received-therefrom;-————— => 

But before the accounts are dee, it may be 
proper to. ſhew upon what pri inciples they are ated, 
that it may appear that in thoſe, as well as in all the 
reſt of the ' foregoing papers, nothing is taken for, 
granted or inhanced in favour of the Export, but 
that the moſt moderate principles are adopted through- 
out, * A view, if poſkble, to obviate SF objec- 
tion. | 

Firſt, OR: the Debtor ſides of the accounts conſiſt 
of a charge of the Bounty for all the Corn exported ; 
and the value of all the Corn imported, rated at thoſe 
high prices at which the low duties are to commence.* 

The firſt article might have been leſſened r a de- 
ducting the Bounties for 1700, and in ſome other ye 
when none were paid, and for Oatmeal till 170% 
And the Corn imported migbt very juſtly have 
been left out of the accounts, ſince it is moſt pro- 
bable, had there been no Export the 1 would 
have been much large“. 

Secondly, the credit ſides of the accounts l 
of the value of all the Corn exported, rated only 
at the average priees t as noted pages 114 and 115. 
And to the profits at the foot of che ſaid account, 
reduced into annual averages,” are added the ſayings 
in the price of Wheat eat at home, which for the 
firſt 


„ See page 8 3. 

See Note, page 38. and fps. Ch. 2. ſec. 13 14 14. 

t It might, with great reaſon, have been valued 
ſomewhat higher, it is ſeldom ſhipped ſo low as the a» 
| verage price; and it may be queſtioned if the Bounty, 
one time with another, pays freight, commiſſion and 
all other incident charges. 
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firſt twenty-nine years is valued only at nine pence, 


and the laſt thirty-nine years at only one, billing ond 


ſeven pence per quarter, although it appears page 106 


to have begn cheaper by two ſhillings and three pence 
during the firſt, and four ſhillings. and ten pence du- 
ring the ſecond period, Pas it Was Tow 1595 to 
2686, 


Dr. dcs t of Corn exported wad 8 from 
* to Err EIS "Ado 16g 


; | „ 196% & 
* 115 — — ene 4 0 
Imported; as per page 125 e 
Barley—-- ——--- 361 7 at 3z— 579 o o 
Oats — 28,056 4 — 16 0 — bh; 4.0 
Oatmeal — 45 — a +5 as hh 

Lye, 3 © 5T + 9 =... , 742945 10,9 

Vier . 2-033 2 7 534 7 3% 6 8 

ToSmict? 

es. 9028 & & . => < 505. 8609. 2. 
„„ * rr * dh 


xporte das age 11 W 
Fr — e 89 7 at 6 6 > — 207,644 21 
Halt — 2 0 — 374,007 6 
Oatmeal, . 1 42 219 2,494 3 
Rye — 238.985 7 — 24 2 — 288,777 © 
Wheat — 552,867 2,7; 1 1,002,071 1 


arters 1,668,904 8 1874. 
N. | Deduct as above De. . g 994. 30 EY. 8 


Torn 


Gained in 1 nine years 1,568,125 7 10 


That is per annum 174,236 3 1 
To which add gd. per qr. ſayed on 0 6 
3,750,000 Wheat eat in England 40,025 © © 


Total gained and ſaved per annum 314,861 3 1 


| De. 
® Note, Oatmeal is double the price of Oats. 
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\ 


Dr. Account of Com a and 1 84 3 1706 


to en en, TWENTY ven. 


$750,000 Wheat eat in England | 0 we erg e 


a "7 3 d. 
8 as per page 116 1,371,032 4 © 
Imported as per page 126 e 

Barley — 1,879 o at 32 0 — 3,006 8 © 
Oats —_ DINE 6 — 160 — 51,698 4 © 
1 "T7 > 00 950 4'0 
6 — 40 0 — | 1 10 © 
Wheat 2313 — 53.4 — 6,168 o © 
| Quarters 69-499 1 1,432,856 10 10 
Per Contra C. | 
Exported as per page 113 255 
Barley — 433,237 2 at 18 8 — 354 15 4 
Malt — 4,381,205 © — 12 0 — TÞ 2723 6 
Oatmeal 11,922 1 — 28 0 — 16,690 19 6 
Rye” — 789,618 6 — 23 7 — 931,092 2 2 
Wheat 28,518,213 Cp ID — 4.448, bz. 17 0 
uarters 8 | 4.196 8 LB $,429,70, I ; 0 
hg 82 det as above P.. 1,432,850, + 0 
| Gained in twenty years 0,996, 848 4 0 
ke That is per anum 842 2 

To which add d. per qr. ſaved on 349 pa 


— 


Total gained and ſaved Py am 490, 67 8 © 


OF Ws © A— 
ov on n 9 * Y * 5 4 n 9 9 ** 4 1 
— * 
— 
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Dr. Account of Corn exported and imported PRES 1900 


to _ being TWENTY. years. - 
44 : | A* 20S 5 
Bounty Ky as per page 116 1,769,756 4 2 
Imported as per page 125 ' , 


Barley — 48,073 6 at 32 0 — 76,918 0 0 
Oats — 470,314 2 — 16 © — 376,251 8 0 
Oatmeal — 21 6 —320— 34.30); 

Rye. — 2 186,354 0 — 40 © —- 372,708 o 
Wheat — 128, o87 8 * Fr © 341 2566 6 8 


5 2 — 4 


| Quarters-852,61 2 I 5 a E e 14 10 | 


Par Chas Io. Bet ot : x arg 
r page 113 "+> 45 
Barley — 590, o80 6 at TY 9 — 523, 696 13 3 
Malt 3,871,332 4 — 12 0 — 2,322,793 10 ar 
Oatmeal 45,932 3 — 26 7 — 61,051 15 4 
Rye — $520,020 6 — 19 11 — 517,853 9 11 

heat 4.461, 337 4 + — ” 10 — 6 654,828 8 9 


Quarters 9-488,703 7 | fl + 16,080 224 6 
a a dud as mh" 279377234 14 10 


Gained in twenty years - 7+142,989 12 f 
That ĩs per annum 771 9 9 7 
ro which add 18. 7d. per qr. * 3s e 


3,7 50,000 Wheat eat in England. 


296, 875 '© 9 0 


Ai 
2 ill 


Total gained and ſayed per annum 654,024 9 7 


| 

b 
1 17 
lf 

3 
0 


| :, 
' 


XD 
* 


-——_ 
— — 
— — 
— N = q 


Oats — 474,762 1— 16 0 — 73.638 4 2 
I 


136 A ColleQtion of Pipers relative to the 


Dr, Account of Corn exported and imported from uin 
to 1765 being NIN ETEEN yeats. 


Bounty paid as per page 1 = 2.62 503 4 5 
Imported as per page 125 | | 
Barley ' — 24,90T 3 at 32-0 — 39,842 


Oatmeal 21,023 0 „ 32 © — 33.63 0 
Wh — 9,888 7 4% — 19,113 15 0 
Beg —534— 401,087 ' 0 © 


© Quarters 686,653 8s * —.— 13 7 


—Br 


per Contra Cr. | | 
Exported as per page 113 1 
Barley 1,268,088 1 at 18 3 1 167, 130 8 3 


Malt 3777,33 6 — 12 © — * 866,382 5 © 
Oatineal 7 67,186 4 — 27 42 ; 91,821 11 © 


Rye — 939,580 7 —'21'T — 474 16 11 
Wheat 6,800,017 1 — 31 8 — = RE 15 7 


25. 13,6 2,176 3 C. 15,872,0 16 9 
* « Deduct 87e K. . 13 7 
Reazäns gained in aineteei years 12,470,510 32 

That is per anum 651,079. 9 7 


To which add 18. 7d. per 'qr, ſaved on | 
3.750, oo Wheat eat w r 296,875 0 o 


| Tor gained aid free per unnd ' 9 88 9 2 


- 


as 


Totale 


37 


7 


is % 
9 bx ett — e o steote = 9 #1 616,7 — Sglt — 4691 — 89 
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By the laſt page it appears, at one view, what the 
totals of the gains and ſavings made by the Exporta- 
tion of Corn for ſixty-eight years have been, and how 
the ſame Have increaſed during that period, the-value 
of all the Corn imported, and amount of all the 
Bounties being deducted. 5 

And theſe accounts are ſounded'or facts ; ; wich: 
it ſhould ſeem, cannot be in the | leaſt controverted, 
the moſt material doubt! that can be raiſed againſt 
them would be to 5 that, however fully and 
clearly they may be ſtated, however certain the 
facts on which they are founded are, yet there can 
be no dependance thereon, unleſs we could know 
that an equal quantity of Corn hath been conſumed 
ſince, to what was: conſamed- before the Bounty 


took place ; j and that the number of Men and other 


animals who are fęed with, and live on Grain, in the 
year 1704, Is. equal * 9 thoſe which was ſup- 
ported in 1686. 5 

For although it deth appeat, that W og and 
all other Grain are, and have been, as cheap, or 
cheaper, ſince the Bounty on the Export hath been 
given than befote; yet it may have happened by the 
number of the people being leſſened, or by ſome 
other means, that the ronſumprion of-Grain in this 
Kingdom hath been ſo decrEaſed, as that ſuch cheap- 
neſs Thould not ja all, or at leaſt not wholly, be at- 
tributed to the'imaginary increaſed quantity of Corn 
grown by the extenſion of Tillage ariſing from, or 
rather occaſioned 17 the ran gigen by 


ſuch Bounty. 


This muſt undoubtedly bs admitted ; but then it 
muſt at the ſame time be alſo granted on the con- 
trary, that it may have happened by the number of 

' "Hi * os 
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the people being increaſed, or by ſome other means, 
that the _ conſumption of Grain in the Kingdom hath 
been alſo increaſed. during the ſaid period, and then 
ſuch cheapneſs ought. wholly. to be attributed to the 
really increaſed quantity of. Corn produced by the 
extenſion of Tillage ariſing from, or rather occa- 
ſioned by ſuch Bounty. 

The general opinion ſeems to be for the laſt of 
theſe propoſitions, and that the number of Men and 
other animals fed on Grain is greatly increaſed. But 


this, as to Men at leaſt, doth not appear to be the 


caſe; and yet there are reaſons to think they are at 
leaſt equal to, or ſomewhat exceed what they then 
were, and from the beſt authority could be obtained, 
that the number in England and Males was then, and 
is now about sIx MILLION SK. 

The difficulties that attended this me were 
not inconſiderable, and in making it, an opportu- 
nity was taken, in order to get at the amounts of the 
annual growth of all forts of Grain, to inquire what 
quantity of Bread they conſume per head annually, 
and how much of each ſort of Grain is made into 
Bread, and applied to other uſes, and this is the 8 22 
of our enquiries. 

That the numbers of the "OF fix Ws who 
eat the ſeveral ſorts of Corn in Bread, and the ave- 
rage quantities which they WR re _ 
ents are as ee | 


1 3,7 50,000 


ow o * 
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Numbers * of the | 


ople 5 8 D 
Ss "IK; „ Wheat 1 © 
7 9,000 Confumns wy! Barley x 3 
8,000 each 1 
623,000 Pi Oats. 2 *. 


Beſides that which is DE 1885 Bread, chere 


is reaſon to ſuppoſe the following quantities of 


the above and other ſorts of Grain are annually 
n in other uſes. 


ars 
90, ooo Wheat diſtilled and onda Starch, Oc. 


— 


3:300,000 Barley in beer. 


117,000 ditto, other uſes. 
2,461, 500 4 Oats, horſes, ſoup, c. 
31, ooo Rye, Tanners and hogs. 


ee Beans and Peaſe, for N e horſes 


_ and hogs. 


34, oo Peaſe, for Sailors and ſoup. 
9g Rape and other ſeed, for oil. 


5 


1 


0 1 


I YAY this ine of the ſeveral ſorts of garden 


ſeeds and pulſe eat green, of which we could form 
no idea. 


From theſe laſt accounts, together with thoſe in 
the foregoing part of this Collection, we may pro- 


ceed to ſtate the particular and general accounts of 


Corn conſumed, exported, imported and grown an- 
15 775 y, and the — they ſeverally bear to 


each 
* See 1 ch. 4 and 8. 
"2 Note, From the year 1752 to 7s che annual con- 
ſumption of Oats in London only increaſed * above 


$2,000 ꝗqrs. 


Price, Export, and Import of Conn. rar 
each other; wherein, although it may be poſſible, 


ſome things will be miſtaken, yet we preſume, that 
the whole will be rather under than x aboye 15. 


truth. | ? 
- 4 o 
* 


PARTICULAR ACCOUNTS OF CORN CONSUMED, 


e. 

Firſt, of BARLET. 
Bread 4 — 
Malt 
Hogs and other purpofes 


Conſumed at home . 1 
Exported page 114 


— 2, 
— — 
— 


qrs. 


1,016, 25 


3» 300,000 \ 
117,000 


7333 125 


VIZ. how 37, 
Malted 122 g® oc 171,253 


Conſumed and exported —- 
Imported page 126, deduct — 


: j X 


Annual growth — 


75605378 


, 106 


225 


Of which the annual . is little more than 
me twenty ſeventh part, and that in the year 1750, 
which was 445,004, after reducing the Malt inte 
Barley, being the higheſt ever knownf, was not 


quite one tenth, | 


Note, One third ak the Malt exported- 1s 118 


to reduce it into Barley. 
t See page 111. 


Second, 


17-43 
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Second, Oars. F , 19040 "oh, 
PR tag | * 1 . 
Bread _ = — — 1.25 
Horſes and other purpoſes — 2,461, 50 


— — 


Conſumed at home — 4, 252,725 
| Exported page 114 — | — 1 


Conſumed and exported — N 26,462 
e page 126, deduct i | 


viz, Meal 636 4 
ex Corn 14,878 4 55518 
Annual growth re 4,240,947 


To which both the annual Export and Import 
bear a very inſignificant proportion, but the higheſt 
Importation which was in 1763, as per page 124, 
with the meal amounted to 219,310, i. e. one nine- 
e of the growth. bk Lee” 


* Third, Ryk. * Feen * . 
n Ars. 

Other purpoſes : — — 31, ooo 
Conſumed at hame : . 1,0 30,000 


Exported Page 114 Mz Do, nn SOT 
Conſumed and exported — 1, 066, 01 


Imported page 126, deduct - —*' 2039 
Annual growth Sw I, 063, 652 
Of 


Note, One quarter of Oatmeal i is equal to a0 yo 
ters of Oats. ST 
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Of which the annual Export is about one 7. 
ninth part, and that in We being the hicheft Ex- 
port, viz. 166,512 qrs. * if there is no miſtake in 
the accounts is more than ane ſeventh, however the 


next 3 which wWas in 749. viz. HOG | 
is one tenth. 5 | 
Fourth, IND 


% 


Ren ae ooo 8 237 50, o 

Other purpoſes 32 ( Thbnnen 
Conſumed at home — , 23,840,000 

9 page 114 — 8 
Conſumed ad exported th 45050,79% 


REI 126, dedutt— 4,168 - 


Annual growth : — . 4.046 503 


13 


Of which the annual Export is rather leſs than 
one nineteenth” part; but the higheſt Export, viz. in 
17 50, being 947,602 t was more than one fifth. 
As to the remaining articles of Beans, N 
Rape-ſeed, c. as mentioned page 140, we ſhall 
not take any further account of them, nor include 
them in the general account of the growth, as the 
quantities there mentioned are founded more on 
TIA ban any of the others there noted. 
a RUN 


Pay 


— 


Page 108. t Page 111. 


\ 
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GENERAL AccounTs of CORN CONSUMED, &. 


| Growth Conſumed Export Import 
Barley 4,603,272 4,433,125 = 171,253 = 1,106 
Oats 4,240,947 = 432522725 = 3,737 = 15,515 
Rye 1,063,652 = 1,030,000 = 36,591 = 2,939 
Wheat 4,046,603 = 3,840,000 = 210,771 = 4,168 


13,954,474 
Seed“ 1, 395, 447 


. — 


15» 349-921. = 13, 555-850 = — — 20 


an 


The ProPoRTIONS, which all the Corn annually 
grown, .conſumed, exported, and imported, bear to 
each other are as under. 

The Exronr is bare one -thirty-ſecond part of the 
CONSUMPTION, one thirty-third part of the GROwTH 
excluſive of the ſeed, one thirty-fixth part of the 
GROWTH, including the ſeed, and not near one 
third of the $80 itſelf, ſuppoſing it only one tenth 
of the-GROWTH:: nor did even the higheſt year ever 
known, the year 1750, when e of the Ex- 


— — A. m th. W 


* Note, The ſeed is called one tenth. | 
t The total of the Export being here only 422,352, 
and the 3 amounting to 23,738, whereas the firſt, 
page 113, is 487,411, and the laſt, page 125, is 
only 23,410, ariſes from the Malt being reduced into 
Barley, and the Oatmeal into Oats, which it was not pro- 
mf to do in the general accounts, the Cuſtom-houſe not 
ving done it, | 


— ww 5 = 
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port _ 1,500,220 qrs. “ ſurpaſs the 8EED one twelfth 
part, and yet what prodigious benefit hath the = a- 
tion reaped from the Exportation. 5 

The ImrorT hath been about a five hundred and 
ſroemty firſt part of the CONSUMPTION and one eigh- 
tcenth of the Export, and never W . a very 
ſmall part of the GROWTH. 

The GROWTH, excluſive of the feed, which to 
ſave deducting we here omit, exceeds the confurnps - 
tion only about one thirty-fourth, which confirms what 
is advanced page 19, and ſhews how much they are 
miſtaken who talk of one year's growth ſerving two, 
three, or four; which is the error of many ſenſible 
men and judicious writers, and this confirms what 
is adyanced in the Eſſay page 22, and proves. that à 
ſmall deficiency of Crop far exceeds the Export. 

And it muſt be allowed, that what i is here ſuppo- 
ſed the annual ſurplus: is not under-rated, if it be 
granted that the ſtock in hand at Michaelmas 1764 
was equal to that in 1697; and that it could not be 
more ſeems clear, for it was found to be ſo ſmall that 
the Parliament thought neceſſary by act 5 G. 3. c. 31. 
to allow no Bounty on Export, or Duty on Import 
of Wheat till 24 Augu/?, 1765, and alſo made fur- 
ther proviſion to ſtop the Export, if found neceſſary, 
neither of which ſteps were taken in 1697, though 


U Wheat 
' 
qrs. 

* Barley 1 224,500 
Malt 330,754, deduct one third 220,503 
2 4,283 doubled — — 8,556 

* — e OE? 99,04 
Wheat - — e 947,602 


As may be ſeen, page 111. 
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Wheat was then Zl. a quarter at Vindſar, whereas 
in 1764, it was only 21. 6s. gd. as may be ſeen in the 
foregoing Regiſter. 

And if we could ſuppoſe all the 1, 500, 220, 
which was exported in the year 1750, to have been 
the ſurplus of the year 1749, the growth of that year 
did not exceed the annual conſumption ONE NINTH. 

The whole view in collecting and publiſhing theſe 
papers, and of the obſervations made on them, is 
only to endeavour to ſet the ſtate of the Corn-trade, 
and the effects of our Corn-laws, in a true light, 
wherein, if we have failed, we may at leaſt hope 
they will tend to engage ſome other more able hand 
in the attempt, and be of ſome ee to DAT in 
wccompliſhing the hone. e 5 


2 Ke page 145 6 U l e cod, 
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COUNT of Pe. prics of Wheat, &e, at Wind: 
| *-;for OTTER En — "Oy 97 
ho of the ſaid prices —— 103 
The ſame reduced to Statute- meaſure— 105 
Account of Corn exported 


Totals of the ſaid account — 113 
Amount of all the Corn exported — ib. 
Annual averages and value of middle quarter 114 
Amount and annual average of Bounties 
viz. 1697 to 1706, nine years — 115 
1706 to 1726, twenty years — 116 
1726 to 1746, twenty gars — ib. 
1746 to 1765, nineteen years — I17 
1697 to 1765, ftxty-eight years — 118 
Account of Corn imported — — 120 
Totals of the ſaid account — — 125 
Amount of all the Corn imported -- 


Average of the annual quantity of each ſpecies | 126 
General accounts of the foregoing quantities of Corn ex- 
ported and imported, and the annual averages * | 
compared | | 
viz. Barley and Malt 127 | 
U 2 Oatmeal 
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Oatmeal and Oats — — Page 128 
Rye — — * 129 
l heat — — — 130 
The whole of all forts — 131 
On what principles the accounts of the value of E Ports 
with the gains and ſavings in money are flated 132 
The ſaid accounts, 
viz. 1697 to 1706, nine years 133 
1706 to 1726, twenty years —— 134 
1720 to 1740, twenty years —— 13 
1746 to 1765, nineteen years ——— 13 
1697 to 1765, fixty-eight years — 137 
Obſermations on the ſaid accounts — 138 


Of the number of people wha eat each fort of wy! - 
their yearly conſumpti on 


Of be quantities of each Jart of Cor Plies i other 


— I 


— —ñ 


uſes 
_ accounts of Corn conſumed, &c, 
Firſt, Barley — ä — 
Second, Oats 6 
Third, Rye — 
Fourth, M bet 


8 a 


Coral accounts of Corn conſumed, 2 . e 


Proportions they bear ts each other 
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SUPPLEMENT, 
Containing 


Several PAPERS and Se 
LATIONS, | 7 


Which tend to explain and con- 
firm what is advanced in the 
foregoing Tracts. | 
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HE diviſion of this Supplement into Chapters 
and Sections was done in order to refer to it 
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CHAPTER I. 
of MAGAZINES. 


9 - 


SECTION L 8 1 


Tranſlation of 2 Letter from the PTR or chief 32 
giſtrate, at Berne, in Switzerland, to ——— 
relative to the Magazines for Corn and Wine theres. 


SIR, 


Ou afk me for an account of the e 
both for Corn and Wine, which are ſubſiſting 
in the Canton of Berne, and if it is true that we owe 
the eſtabliſhment of them to the patriotic zeal of a 
Citizen of this Republic, who, dying without chil- 
dren, left his riches for that purpoſe : in regard to 
which, I have the honour to acquaint you, that you 
have been miſinformed as to the nature of the foundation 


4 


A tranſlation of this letter hath before been pub. 
liſhed in the Muſeum Rufticum, vol. ii. numb. 41. | 


z 
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of our Magazines ; and give the leave to add, by 


the way, that it is not in this little Republic, as in 
great States. At Berne, private men have very flender 


Fortunes : on the contrary, the State by a courſe of diſin- 


tereſtedneſs and prudent ceconomy in thoſe who go- 
vern, may paſs for rich, ſince the rights of the royalties 
only, with the rents of the eſtates, or lordſhips, of 
which they are poſſeſſed, both by purchaſe and con- 
queſt, put it in their power, aud even without raiſing 
any ſort of tax or exciſe on the people, to lay up almoſt 
every year ſome ſaving inthe treafury: from thence it a- 
riſes that the government is always both willing and 
able to relieve the wants of its citizens and ſubjects, 


and therefore ſuch foundations would, in this 'coun- 


| * be works of ſupererogation. 


The Magiſtrates of Borne even flatter 

K. 2. themſelves, that it is more honourable 
for them to adminifter the revenues of 
ee ſuch a manner, that none but itſelf 
ſhould de in a eapaeity to relieve the people, than 
it would be, if by augmenting the ſalaries of their 
officers, which they are well able to do, they ſhould 
become, aſter the example of many great States 
rich citizens in a poor Republic. But it is time to fi- 
niſh this long digreſſion, and to apply myfelf to fa- 
tisfy, Sir, your curioſity: I will begin by laying be- 
for you the nature of the Magazines of Corn. | 
The 


The original of the words in Italic is, “ que Phiſ- 
«« toire pretendue de cet honnete Citoyen et de {a fonda- 


mot de. -vIaye'? 


tion eſt une fable a dont N un 


JET ᷣͤVKE! U— Way TY Ver Y 


Of MAGA ZINES. I53, 


Tue ble of Berne 3 tio 1 
9 * one ſubject to great variations, the other 


Aways the ſame. There are of the firſt 
ſort many in the capital, and in many ather parts of 
the Canton, which are filled, more or leſs, accord- | 


ing as the abundance of the harveſt, and goodneſs. 


of the grain, furniſh an opportunity; for, beſides 


the fixed revenue which the ſtate hath in fee · fatm 


rents, it hath a great quantity of tithes, which are 


of a very caſual, and very different produce: * 
there are ſeveral fruitful years in fucceſſan, the 
granaries of this ſort in the capital become full; hut 
in other parts, if there is an appearance, towards 
Eaſter, of a good harveſt, the corn is ſold Which 
is in the caſtles of the different bailiwicks, after hay- 
ing paid the ſeveral ſalaries to which they are made 
liable; and the Bailiffs, who have a certain reve- 
nue made good to them, account for the ſurplus to 


the chamber of economy at Berne. The Maga- 


Zines of this capital, on the contrary, are neyer 
opened and ſold but in dear times; and then care is 


taken not to ſell to any family more than is ſuff- 


cient for its ſupply, and always below the _— 
price. 
As to the Magazine of . the 8 
8 4. Aon, they are called the PRO, and 
were eftabliſhed in purſuance of a con- 
vention, called the DRrrRNSIONAL, Which the 
whole Helvetic body hath entered into for the c- 
mon defence of Switzerland, in caſe of an attack 
from a foreign enemy. This treaty, regulating the 
number of troops and artillery which each Cantun 
8 X » 
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is bound to furniſh, obliges them at the ſame time, 
to have always ready, and in ſtore, proviſion and 


amunition in proportion to their contingent. There 
are of theſe Magazines of Proviſion, as well at 


gerne as in all the caſtles where the Bailiffs reſide: 


they are never either diminiſhed or encreaſed, only 
care is taken to keep them always i in good order, 
and to ſubſtitute good Corn in the place of that 


. which decays. A Bailiff, who ſhould miſapply this 
proviſion, - would be depoſed ; and from time to 


time the deputies of Berne, without giving notice of 
their intention, viſit theſe Magazines, and cauſe the 
Corn to be meaſured over. Although there is ſix times 
more Corn. in theſe Magazines than the contingent, 


which Berne furniſhes bythe DEFFENSIONAL, requires, 
they have never taken, in times of peace, more than 


one fourth part in an exceeding ſcarcity ; and they 
. had great care to n them without ee 


15 This is, Sir, in on. an ac- 
8 5. count of the Magazines for the proviſion 
of Corn in the Canton of Berne. Seve- 

ral ſhort Crops within fifteen years. having cauſed 
the common people to ſuffer by the high price which 
they were obliged to give for their Bread, and the 
Corn which the government cauſed to be purchaſed 
in Burgundy and Suabia, and reſold to a great loſs, 
having given but little relief to the miſery , of the 
poor, there is at preſent a project under conſidera- 
tion at Berne, which, if it was brought to paſs, 
will, in all probability, prevent the ſubjects of this 


State from paying very dear for their Bread for the | 


time to come; which is this: It is propoſed to 
builds in thoſe * of the Canton which are moſt 
fruitful 


— 


0 
- 0 
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fruitful in Corn, large Granaries, and at ſuch times 
when the abundance of the harveſt ſhall have cauſed 
the value of a certain meaſure of Corn to fall be- 
low a certain price, to buy up, on account of the 
government, all that ſhall be left for ſale in the Mar- 
kets, after private perſons have done buying, to the 
end that the Owner, or Farmer, may be always ſure 
of having a certain price for his Corn, and not be 
under a neceſſity of being at the expence and trouble 
of laying up what he may have left in the Town- 
hall, or carrying it home again, or elſe ſelling it at 
too low a price to Foreigners in the neighbourhood, 
of whom the ſubjects of Berne are often afterwards 
obliged to buy it again at an exorbitant rate. The 
government, on the contrary, will fell their Corn 
again to their ſubjects, as ſoon. as ever the price 
ſhall have riſen to a certain degree; and by this ma- 
nagement they will prevent both the too high, and 
too low price of this commodity, both of which 
are inconveniences, in their conſequences hurtful 
enough to deſerve the care of a Sovereign to prevent, 
who hath nothing more at heart than to procure, 
as much as can depend on his care and foreſight, 
the happineſs of the people which Providence hath 
ſubmitted to his government, 


As to Wine. The State of Berne 

F. 6. having a great quantity of Wine, as tithes 
and quit- rents, in the ſeveral vineyards in 

the Canton, had formerly a great deal in ſtore, both 
at Berne and elſewhere, of which they made uſe, in 
ſnort years, both to pay the ſalaries in Wine, which 
are annexed to a number of employments, and to 
ſupply the poor citizens therewith at a moderate 
2 ; X 2 price, 
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price, obſerving the ſame precaution as when they 
ſell Corn at a low. price; but the falaries ; in Wine 
have by little and little encreaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that at this day there is ſo little left to be laid up, 
chat after two ſucteeding ſhort years, the State finds 
itſelf under a neceſſity of paying a great part of the 
ſalaries in Money, which were appointed to be paid 
in Wine, in order to keep it in their power to ſup- 
ply the tradefmen and other er citizens of - Berne 
therewith at a low rate. 

I hope, Sir, that I have been ſo ſucceſsful as to 
OE your curioſity and have the honour to be, 


SIR, 


Your humble ſervant. 
| The foregoing cutious letter was re- 
8. 7. ceived ſome years ſince by a gentleman of 
rank, whoſe ſuperior abilities are con- 
tinually employed in ſearching out and communica- 
ting to the Public, ſuch things as may be uſeful to 
mankind; particularly ſuch as tend to the improve- 
ment and increaſe of Agriculture, and to make Corn 
cheap; andto him we are indebted for many of the moſt 
material facts and' papers contained in this Collection. 


Notwithſtanding the great care of the 

F. 8. Magiſtrates of Berne, it appears by this 
PTS letter, that the people in that Canton ſuf- 
f fer oftener by the dearneſs of Bread than in England, 
which proves that our Corn-laws are better than thoſe 
eſtabliſhed there, and that Magazines do not anſwer 
the end of keeping Corn at a moderate price ſo well 
as an Exportation urider proper regulations, which 
2 think N and ſeem juſtified in ſo 
thinking, 
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thinking, fince they have aun erected. by 
moſt politicians. | 


1 25 In relation to this ſubject, we have the 
Ss following ſenſible converſation in .a paper 
called the Humani/t, numb. 3. dated 

April 9. 1757. Signior Guaſtaldi, when miniſter 
here from the Republic of Gensa, being aſked, 
« Whether in his country public granaries had not 
e been found of ſervice ?. replied, At Genoa there 
«. was no doing without them, and that the State 
« had always Neven hear PROVISION before hand *; 
<< but, ſaid he, in your Jſe it is quite Mn or 


C you annually grow more than you eat; and if 1 


<< am not miſinformed, it is hardly one year in twen- 
<« ty, that the produce of the earth is not fully ſuf- 
« ficient for the inhabitants of it. Therefore, your 
ce buſineſs rather ſhould be, to get a market for your 

cc ſuperfluity abroad. Vet, I have been told, ſo negli- 
« gent is the police: here, that at certain times, the 
ce public have given a Bounty to tranſport the Corn 
from the mouths of your oven people, Who. at 
thoſe very times ſtood n 1 


Thus far Signior Guaſtaldi, the 3 
F. 10. goes on, I am ſorry to ſay the remark 


of this learned foreigner had too much 


ce foundation in truth. 3 yet, think, the injury he 
| 1 88 complains 


8 * one year's PROVISION in England would coft 
very near as much as the amount of the land tax at 48. 
all expences and waſte included, to keep it in good or- 

der. But our Corn is of a ſofter nature and more apt 
to decay than that of. Genea, and it may be ſuppoſed, 
the City pw and not che State is here meant. 
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* complains of may be eaſily redreſſed, by diſal- 
< Jowing the Bounty when the Corn exceeds the 
<< mean rate, and when beyond ſuch a certain rate, 
cc by a total prohibition of Exportation“. And 
then ſays, © Satisfied I am, that the common 
< method of ſtacking Corn in the midlands of Eng- 
cc land, which preſerves it good many years, will 
< fully anſwer the end of public granaries. 


Tranſlation of abſtracts from Amr des 

F. 11. hommes, vol. 3. printed at Amflerdam 

1758, the ſuppoſed Author Monſieur 
Mirabeau. hs 


After ſhewing, page 60, the inconveniences which 
the regulations and reſtrictions relative to the Corn- 
trade have had in France, he propoſes the leaving it 
intirely free 4 for the future; which, page 61, he 
ſays, Mr. Colbert did, except as to great Cities, par- 
ticularly thoſe near the fea, which he took care 
ſhould be provided with foreign Corn. But that 

care appears to him ſuperfluous and dangerous. S- 
for that the induſtry of the Merchant will 
always prevent the neceflity of ſuch proviſions, and 
by that means the charges and loſs of the Magazines 
will fall on ftrangers, or private perſons, who will 

| £14: bee 


See Conſiderations, ſec. 4. | | 

t The bad effects of the contrary conduct are 
ſeen, or rather felt, in the Roman eccleſiaſtical ftate, 
where there is now, or very lately was, a famine, and 
the Huſbandman is fo far from being free, that an agent 
of the Pope's granaries fixes the prices of his Corn at fo 
much a buſhel, which price he cannot diſpute, nor has 
he liberty to ſell to any other than the ſaid agent, and 
therefore only raiſes for the ſupport of his own family, 

lee Eſays on Huſbandry, Lond. 1764, p- 117. 
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de very ready to ſupport them, and not on the-pub- 
lic, whoſe affairs are never better managed than when 
they have nothing to do“. Dangerous, in that it is 
beginning an inſpection into matters where every 
inſpection opens a door to greater inconveniences, 
page 63. It hath been propoſed, in ſome provinces, 
to erect Magazines of the King's Corn, either for 
the ſervice of the troops, or for the convenience and 
neceſſity of the country. But what would be the 
conſequence ? when it was neceſſary to fill thoſe 
granaries, the name of authority would ſtop the 
Corn every where, and thoſe employed would have 
it at what price they pleaſed. 

When it ſhould become neceſſary to 8 the 
Magazines leaſt the Corn ſhould periſh, the ſame 
ſacred name would ſtop all other ſales, and ſerve as a 
yeil to a certain and unlawful gain. 

J have ſeen ſuch men ftarve a country, and 
« what is more, . wreſt from it both honour * 
« wealth.” 

He goes on to page 74, in removing all chifions 
which occur to him againſt.making the Corn: trade 
free; and there, as the ſum total of what he hath 
ſaid, propoſes an EvicT ſomething like that which 
was paſſed at Paris in 1764, of which a copy is giv- 
en in the following chapter. 


| In regard to Magazines, the i ingenious 
Ef + 12. Author of the Eſſays on Huſbandry, t 
_ fays,. page 116, 1 ü think public gra- 

«. naries _ detrimental, rather than wſefub, in, 


a free 


* 66 Du public Ps les affaires 1 ne ſont j jamais misur 
© adminiſtrees, que quand il n' en a point.“ 


t Printed at London, 1764, and fold by Brothertow, &c. 


—_ 
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<& 2 free fate like ours. National and even pre- 
& vincia Magazines of Corn will naturally produce 


„ Mompoly; and an undue fear of famine joined 
te with much anxiety about hoarding up Grain, 
% which will put a ſtop to Exportation, is one of 
che ſureſt methods, T know, of bringing on a 
<< dearth.” He goes on and confirms what he fays 
with "oy, ſtrong and conghuſive reaſons. 


* : ; 
tht. Sh ad 1 df þ. 4 . , 5 A | ot : 
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Acccbwrs FROM FRENCH AUTHORS. 


SECTION . 


Corn- trade. 


N account what ſome late Fenth Adin 


The Author of L' Ami ts 1 vol. ili. of 53. 


ſays, The Engliſb, to encourage the culture of 
„ Corn in their land, have made uſe of a fingular 
« method, which hath fucceedelt, which Is to gratify 
<< at the expence of the Stat the Exporters of that 
c Merchandiſe. 

„ They have methodiſed and regulated that im- 

rtant object of the police, in proportion to the 

a prices with er of ne valuable A 
1 chandiſe. ” * 
This method may 3 been ak fas 5 time, 
1 —_— 2 — A 


* 
= * - . 2 ” 
& » 44QÞ- *- 0 :- + 


fay of our Corn-laws, and of fome late 
EvicTs publiſhed there in regard to the 


= we * 
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cc for there is no political regulation that in all mi- 
c nute caſes can remain fixed here below.” 


Abſtracts from a work, called, Les In- 

K 2. terits de la France mal entendus dans les 

branches de Þ Agriculture, &c. 2 vol. 12mo. 
at Amſterdam, 1757, ſuppoſed to be wrote by Mr. 
Boulainvilliers, 

Vol. i. page 93 to 111, an account is given at 
length of the method of Tillage purſued in the 
County of Norfolk, and the benefits which have ac- 
crued therefrom, which it is ſaid the Bounty efta- 
bliſhed in 1689 gave riſe to, and that the produce 
of the land hath in general been augmented thereby; 
the Author goes on. 

In other States private perſons pay the govern- 
« ment for the Exportation of Grain; England acts 
<« quite otherwiſe and pays them. 

« All common means made uſe of to that time 
© te increaſe the fruits of the earth had been inſuf- 
« ficient, or, at leaſt, of little uſe. | 

Before that Epocha, the . e of England 
« was of little account in Europe. 


{08 long as that Monarchy though 

5 3. © only of its own ſubſiſtence, it always 

„ found itſelf ſhort of the neceſſary ; it 
« was very often obliged to have recourſe to foreign= 
« ers to make up the deficiency of the growth of the 
“Nation: but when it made its Agriculture an ob- 
« jet of Commerce, the cultivation of its land be- 
came one of the moſt abundant in Europe. 

“ Without that ſtroke of ſtate, the beſt concert - 
ed of all thoſe which have yet appeared in modern 
9 politics, England had never ſown but for herſelf, 

1 for 
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« for what would the have done with the furplus of 
« her Grain? | 1 
It was the Bounty only which could aſſure her 
of the ſale in foreign Markets; and, for that rea- 
« fon, be the any ſource of the augmentation of 
er amen 7 ! . 


Ts n He then proceeds to anſwer objections, 
F. 4. ſhews the benefits which have ariſen from 
die Bousty, and ſays, Ve 

Let us combine all the means which that Mo- 
de narchy, hath put in uſe, for an age paſt, to eſta- 
<< pliſh its power; and, we ſhall find, that it is to 
&« this in particular, which ſhe is indebted. for her 
<< elevation. He: then proceeds to page 113, to 
ſhew the neceſſity of giving a Bounty on the Export 
of Corn in France, after our example. 5 


Vol. ii. fol. 123. ſpeaking of the Ack 
3 Navigation, he ſays, It fixed for 
& ever in favour of this Nation the 
ce pallance of power at fea.” The Author of I Ani 
des hommes quoted above, ſpeaking of the ſame act, 


3 : 


confeſſeth the great conſequence it hath been of 
to us, b the uneaſineſs it gives him. In vol. iii. 
W n e e eee eee 
« them, the Engliſb, that their famous Act of Na- 
Zr * ‚ Tr 
« yigation was a folly, even at the time in which 
« it dess propoſed ; Although the incidents, which, 
dt at that time, turned the views of foreign powers 
4e another way, have cauſed it to ſueceed; which 
he explains, and adds, © Tf thoſe powers, which 
c were, equally affected by that injury done to all 
« Mankind, had taken combined meafures againſt 
Py | e that 
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e that attempt on public liberty; the Engliſb would 
have ſhamefully retreated ; inſtead of which each 
c power looked on it as not regarding himſelf, and 
« content to obtain the permiſſion to carry to the 
« Queen of Nations the Merchandiſe of its own 
„ growth, ſaw no harm in that Act; except the 
„Dutch, who are great carriers, but grow little or 
cc nothing.” He goes on to give it ſome more a- 
buſe, and ſays, <<. Now, when every Nation 


« turns its view to r, it could not be 
“ paſled.” 


| It muſt be confeſſed the laſt quotations 

§. 6. are not directly to the preſent” purpoſe ; 

but if that Act hath been of ſuch bene- 
fit in general, no 'Trade in particular hath contri- 
buted more to promote the ends thereof than that 
of Corn, by the great number of men neceſſarily 
engaged in the navigation of ſhips and veſſels em- 
ployed for the carriage thereof, both coaſtways and 
to foreign parts, which will, it is hoped, be a | ful 
cient excuſe for our ſo doing, and help to fhew, 
how careful we ought to be in diſpenſing with, or al- 
tering, not only that Act, but alſo our Laws relative 
to the Export of Corn. 


Since the publiſhing the works, from 

§. 7. which the above quotations and abſtracts 
„ taken, all poſſible encouragement 
hath been given to Agriculture in France ; many o- 
ther valuable pieces have been publiſhed, relative 
more immediately to that, and to the Corn- trade; 
and ſeveral Declarations and Edicts have been pub- 
liſhed for the regulation of the ſaid Trade, both 
3 within 


\ 
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within the Kingdom and in reſpe& to Exportation 
and Importation to and from foreign parts, all 
which are drawn up in a manner ſo conformable to 
the ſentiments of the above Authors, as to give rea- 
ſon to believe they were adviſed with, or at leaſt, 
the plans they have ſketched out were followed, as 
far as the nature of the thing would bear. 


It would be tireſome, and is unneceſ- 

8. 8. fary to give tranſlations of all thoſe pa- 

pers, we ſhall, however, give the titles 

of ſuch as could be obtained, and attempt a tranſla- 

tion of the EpicT concerning the Export and Im- 
port, which more immediately concerns us. 


ji Titles c of EpicTs publiſhed in France relative to the 
| | Corn-trade. 


__ Firſt, © A declaration of the King, giving per- 
4 miſſion to circulate Corn, Flour, and Pulſe 
through the whole extent of the Kingdom, free 
| <6 from all duties, even thoſe of Toll. | 
Given at Verſailles the 25 May, 1763. 


Second, Order of the King's Council of State, 
<« explaining an order of 27 March, 1763, and ſet- 
1 6 on all Flour imported.” 

<< Dated 18 September, 1763.” 


Third, “ Order of the King's Council of State, 
ce which directs that the liberty given to export 


5 « Flour in Caſks ſhall extend to every ſort of 


* © Flour.” 
| 4 Dated 21 {ns 1763. 


The 
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The next is that which relates to the Exportation» 
and is as follows. 


Tranſlation of the French King's Epic relative to 


the Exportation of Corn, &c. 
Evict of the KING. 


Concerning the LIBERTY of the ExrORTATION from, 
and IMPORTATION of Grain into the Kingdom. 


Given at Compeigne, in the month of July, 1764. 
REGISTRED IN PARLIAMENT. 


LOUIS, by the grace of Gop, King of France, 
and Navarre, to all preſent and to come, Greeting : 

The attention which we owe to every thing that 
may contribute to the welfare of our Subjects, bath 
induced us to give a favourable hearing to the peti- 
tions which have been addreſſed to us from all parts, 
to eſtabliſh an entire Liberty in the Corn- trade, and 
to revoke ſuch Laws and Regulations as have been 
heretofore made to reſtrain it within too ſtrict bounds. 
After having taken the opinion of perſons the beſt 
acquainted in the affair, and having carefully deli- 
berated in our Council. We thought it neceſſary 
to comply with the ſolicitations which have been 
made to us for the free Exportation and Importa- 
tion of Corn and Meal, as proper to encourage and 
increaſe the cultivation of Land, the produce of 
which is the ſource of the moſt real and certain 
riches of a State, to maintain plenty by Magazines 
and the Importation of foreign Corn, to prevent Corn 
from being at a price which diſcourages the Grower, 
| | * 
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to baniſh Manopoly by an irrevocable bd of 
all particular permiſſions, and in the end, by a free 


and entire concurrence or competition in the Trade, 
to keep up between different Nations, that commu- 
nication of exchanging ſuperfluities for neceſſaries, 
ſo conformable to the order eſtabliſhed by divine 
providence, and to the views of humanity which 
ought to animate all Sovereigns. We are convinced, 
that it is worthy of our continual care, for the hap- 
pineſs of our people, and of our juſtice towards the 
proprietors of Lands and the Farmers, to grant them 
a liberty which they ſo earneſtly defire : and we 
have, moreover, thought it neceſſary to ſecure, by 
a ſolemn and perpetual Law, the Merchants and 
Traders from all fear of the return of prohibitive 
Laws ; but-to remove the fears of thoſe who are not 
as yet fully convinced of the advantage which the 
liberty of ſuch a commerce muſt produce. It ſeemed 
to us neceſſary to fix a price of Corn, above which, 
all Exportation out of the Kingdom ſhould be pro- 
hibited, when Wheat ſhall have riſen to that price. 
And as we ought not to neglect any occaſion to ex- 
cite induſtry, we have reſolved to encourage at the 
ſame time the French navigation, by ſecuring to 
French veſſels and ſeamen, excluſively of all others, 
the carriage of Corn to be exported. Fox THESE 
CAUSES, and others moving us hereto, with the ad- 
vice of our Council, and of our certain knowledge, 
Full power and royal authority, we,have by this pre- 
ſent, perpetual, and irrevocable Edict, ordered, de- 
creed, and ordained, ordering, decreeing, and or- 
dann willing, as 'F it iz our pleaſure, as follows : 


Our 
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1. 


Dur Peaiaticn of the 25 May, 10 concern- 
ing khe free tr anſportation of Corn within our King 
dom with permiſſion to -eftabliſh Magazines, toge- 
ther with the Letters patents, - explaining the fame 
of the 5 March laſt, ſhall be executed according ta 
their form and tenor ; conſequently, it is our plea- 
ſure, that the faid interior circulation, Hall not be in 


any wife o obfirutted. 


2. , 

Alto, ꝛbe permit all our Subjects of whatever qua- 
lity and condition they may be, even the Nobiliey 
and priviledged perſons, to trade in every ſpecies of 
Corn, Seeds, Grain, Pulſe, and Meal, whether it 
be with natives or foreigners, and to form, for that 
end, ſuch Magazines as they ſhall think proper, 
without being liable to be ſearched, diſturbed or 
bound by any formalities other than thoſe mentioned 
by this preſent Edict, nor ſhall the ſaid Nobility 
and priviledged perſons be ſub ject to wy Ni deR 
by reaſon of ſuch Trade only. 


f | 3. 
It is our pleaſure, to that end, that the Exporta- 


tion, to foreigners, of all Corn, Seeds, Grain, 


Pulſe, and Meal, ſhall be entirely free, both by 
land and by ſea, with the exceptions and limitations 
only laid down by the following articles. We ſtrict- 
ly prohibit and forbid all our officers and thoſe of 
Lords to oppoſe or hinder fuch Importation in any 


'wiſe, in any caſe, or under any pretence whatſoe- 
ver. 


The 
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1 


The Export of Wheat, Rye, Maſlin, and Meal, 
ſhall not be permitted, when by ſea, as to the pre- 


ſent, until it ſhall be, by us, otherwiſe ordered, ex- 


cept from the ports of Calais, St. Valory, Dunkirk, 
Fecamp, Dieppe, le Havre, Rouen, Honfleur, Cher- 
bourg, Caen, Granville, Morlaiſe, St. Malo, Breſt, 
Port Louis, Nantes, Vannes, la Rachelle, Bourdeaux, 


| Blaye, Libourne, Bayonne, Cette, Vendres, Mar- 


ſeilles, and Toulon, and the Exportation may not be 
carried on but on French veſſels, of which, the Cap- 
tain and two thirds of the mariners at leaſt ſhall be 
French, under pain of confiſcation. 


| 5. | 

Being deſirous to provide, by the introduction of 
foreign Corn into our Kingdom, ſo that Corn may 
not riſe to a price burthenſome to our people, we 
permit all our ſubjects and all foreigners to bring 
freely into our Kingdom, on all kinds of Veſſels 


without diſtinction, all Corn, Seeds, Grain, Meal, 


and Pulſe, coming from abroad, paying the duties 


impoſed by this preſent Edict. 


6. 
In caſe, nevertheleſs, when, contrary to 
our expectation, and notwithſtanding the reaſon- 
able hopes which the free Importation of ſuch 


foreign Grain gives; the price of Wheat ſhall 


be riſen to twelve livres ten ſous the quintal * and 
on 


About 393. the quarter, London meaſure. 
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on the frontier of our Kingdom, and that the faid 
price ſhall be kept up in the fame place, for three 
following market days: It is our pleaſure that the 
liberty granted by the foregoing Articles ſhall re- 
main fuſpended in fuck place, abſolutely, and with- 


out there being need of any new regulation. We 
therefore prohibit, and moſt expreſly forbid, in the 


ſaid caſe, all our ſubjects to export, of cauſe any 
Grain to be exported, from the ſaid place, until that, 


upon the repreſentations of the officers of the ſaid” 


place, which. are to be addreſſed to the Controller 


General of our Finances, the opening of the faid 
place hath been ordered in our Council, to the end, 


to re-eſtabliſh there, a general and indefinite liberty” 
for the Import and Export of Grain, without 
which, no particular permiffions in this reſpe& ſhall 


other our officers. 
To 
the Kingdom, to a duty of one pet cent. and Rye, 


a duty of three per cent. It is our pleaſure, never 
theleſs, that the ſaid Grains ſhall not pay, on the 
Exportation from our Kingdom, only à duty of 
one half per cent. for which purpoſe, thoſe” wh 
would import or export theſe commodities ſhall 
be obliged, under ſuch penalties as ſhall be fixed, to 
make at the Cuſtom-houſes, eſtabliffled on the fron- 
tiers of our Kingdom, for the receipts of our des, 

. 2 declarations, 


* 


® Export or is not in the original 


| 
4 
| 
lj 
| 


or may be given in any caſe by our Governors, Com 
mandants, Commiſſaries in their departments, or 


Wheat ſhall be ſubject, on the Importation into 


other Corn, Seeds, Grain, Flour, and Pulſe, to 


— ht N — —— 1 © 8 - —— 
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declarations, conformable to the regulations of the 
r and quality of the ſaid commodities, 


8. 


We permit all foreigners or natives to import all 
kinds of Grain into our Kingdom, and there to lay 
them up, that is to ſay, Wheat for a year, and o- 
ther Corn, Seeds, Grain, Meal or Flour, and Pulſe 
for ſix months only; during which times, they may 
export them freely to foreigners, either whole or in 
Meal, on all ſorts of veſſels without diſtinction, 
without paying any duty; and they ſhall not be lia- 
ble to pay the duties impoſed by the preceeding ar- 
ticle, only in the caſe where the ſaid commodities 
are brought in for the conſumption of the inhabi- 
tants of our Kingdom, or after the expiration 
of the time allowed for laying them up. 


9. 


We repeal all Edicts, Declarations, and Reguli. 


tions contrary hereto, nevertheleſs, without making 
any innovation, as to the preſent, in the rules of the 
olice hitherto obſerved, for victualling our good 
City of Paris, which ſhall continue to be obſerved, 
as heretofore, until it hath by us been otherwiſe or- 
dered. Moreover, we command our well beloved 
and truſty Counſellors*, holding our Court of the 
Parliament of Paris, that they cauſe our preſent E- 
dict to be read, publiſhed, and regiſtred, and the 
contents hereof to keep, obſerve, and execute accord- 
ing to its form and tenor, every thing to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. We wil that to copies of this 
preſent 


® Confeillers lis Gens. 


bles 


the 
d- 


this 
ſent 
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preſent Edict, collated by one of our well beloved 
and faithful Counſellors-ſecretaries, credit be given 
as to the original, FOR SUCH is OUR PLEASURE: 


And to the end, that this be a matter firm and ſtable 


for ever, we have cauſed our ſeal. to be fixed hereto. 


G1ven at Compeigne, in the month of Juby, in the 
year of grace 1764, and of our e the OP 


ninth. 


PHELIPEAUX, examined Louis, examined in coun- 


green wax, in ſtrings of red and green ſilk. 


Regi/tred, &c. in due form at Paris, in Parlia- 
ment, all the Chambers aſſembled, 19 Fuly, 1764. 
T1200 gned Dufranc. 


Since the fordgaing Edict, Letters patents of the 


port of Grain, and permit the circulation and Ex- 
port of every kind of Grain paying the duties there- 
in mentioned, were publiſhed at Fontainebleau, Nov. 


7, 1764. 


Theſe are explanatory and in amendment of the 
Edict of Fuly, 1764, and extend it to Linſeed, Rape- 
ſeed, Turnip-ſeed, Cole- Yeats and others the like*, fit to 


make oil. 
not come to hand. 


Z 2 5 During 


4 


Rs Lin, Rabette, Navette, Colfat et autres ſembla- 
es. 


Pp 


Signed Lovis, and lower down par le Roi, lewd | 


cil, De 7 Averdy, and ſeated with the great ſeal of 


King which fix the: duties on the Export and Im- 


If any thing hath been done nee the laſt it hata 


4 & 


| 
| 
[ 
i 

1 
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Doria the year 1764, the propriety 
. 10. of the foregoing Laws have been fully, 
freely, calmly, and fairly debated in 
print, in ſeveral pamphlets, c. in France, ſome of 
which we have been favoured with, and ſubjoin the 
original titles, that thoſe | who think proper may 
procure them, and they will find in them a clear ac. 
count of the nature of our Corn-laws with ve 
little miſtake, the chief or molt material is in rela- 
tion to opening the ports, they know it is done by 
the price in the Markets advancing to a certain ya- 
lue; but are not acquainted that it is aſcertained at, 
and certified from, the Quarter-ſeſſions, and that 
when ance the port is open, it is to remain fo. for a 
fixed time; but imagine, that if the Markets ſhould 
fall ever fo ſoon, or even after a ſbip is in the port, the 
bigb duties muſt be paid. Their Merchants muſt 
be better informed, at leaſt thaſe of any conſe- 
quence, and yet it is very poſſible a; miſtake of this 
kind . at e Sc e ſome mie 
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1407 \ Nuh * S upwards of 80e 
9. 11, ges Rayon... 

«1 Exportation & de EY 
<<, tion des Grains. Memaire lia la Societs Royale 
d' Agriculture de Soiſſons, par M. Dugant Bun 
& des Aﬀocies, 1764. 

Lettre contre la liberte de PExportation. 
4 Reponſe à à la lettre contre la liberté, Qc. 
« Reflexions pour ſervir de ſeconde reponſe. 
Numb. 


- . 
15 
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Numb. 2. Reflexions ſur la police des Grains 
00 en FRANCE et en Ae, Mars. 1764. 


From the firſt of theſe we ſhall give only 

& 12. one extract; at page 146, the Author hav- 
ing before Ae many objections to the 

ſcheme there propoſed, adds, „when it was under 
« conſideration, in England to reſtore Agriculture 
<« from its periſhing ſtate by a grand operation, the 
e ſame reaſonings ftood in the way there, and were 
then made uſe of, and even ſtronger, for at that time 
c we ſupported Spain entirely, and we ſupported Eng- 
land more frequently than ſhe comes at this day to our 
« offiflance * ; we had, notwithſtanding all this, at 
«© that time, ſtill more lands capable of cultivation, 
<« fo. that the boldneſs of our neighbours was ſo 
„ much. the greater. Let us compare- the preſent 
<< ſtate. of our cultivation and of _— and we ſpall 


End ibe falution.” 


The words for. the ltalies ao-enilels fllticns and 
the Auther explains himſelf no further, but leaves 
us to gueſs. at his meaning; which ſeems to be pre- 
ciſely this, if England dared to attempt a revival of 


This is confirmed by Nel, ſee note, page 68, to 
be the eaſe. in 1621, and in Seer. Haralib's legacy of 
Huſbandry, 3 Ed. Lend. 1655, page 93; are the follow )- 

ſtrong expreſſions, * Although the Huſbandman 
5.0 been Taborious and diligent in his callin g theſe laſt 
<© years, yet our Crops have been thin ; his eie ſwept 
away, and:/carcity and famine bath fein ec on all parts 
« of this Land ; oops if we. had not been ſupplied from 
© abroad, we had quite devoured all the creatures of 
* this Iſland for our ſuſtenance, and yet we could not 
< be ſatisfied, but muſt have devoured; one anothen 
This appears to have been wrote in Aug. 16s 1 1 
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her Agriculture when ours was in ſuch a flouriſhing 
ſtate, and ſo much exceeded theirs, that we ſup- 
ported Spain entirely, aſſiſted them oftener than they 
now do us, and ſtill had more lands capable of cul- 
tivation; and notwithſtanding all this, ſucceeded in 
the attempt. Surely France, whoſe preſent ſtate of 
Agriculture will not be found on the compariſon, ſo 
deplorable as that of the Engh/h then was, need not 
fear to ſucceed in attempting its reſtoration. 

Our extracts from the Reflections on the police 
of Corn in France and England will be lou win 
—_ | 

| Page 9» England heretofore languiſh- 
| * 13. © ed in the bonds of an abſolute prohi- 
c bition*, it felt the ſame effects as we 

< feel at this day, a diſregard of Tillage, a redue- 
<«. tion of the price of labour, and poverty was the 
lot of all who had no other patrimony beſides 
ce health and the labour of their hands. A writing 
< publiſhed in 1621, by Sir Thomas Culpeper, in- 
<< forms us, that, at that time, the French with their 
Corn, and the Dutch with that of Poland, ſup- 
< plied the Engliſb Markets, and that the national 
Corn was continually below its true value, at pre- 
<« ſent, ſays Culpeper, whit Corn and the ather Mer- 
ce chandiſes which the earth produces are at a low price, 
<< the ſpade and the plow are forſaken. The poor find 
little employment and wages are extremely low. If the 
ce proprietors of Lands could find their account in mending 
64 e there would _ be _ more people . 


. 1 Wh fo in effeR, aa not in 660, be liſt of 
ſtatutes, page 20. 
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cc in their cultivation than there now are; and wages 
« would be better. Every man bleſi with health and 


&« frength would not be poor except through extreme laxi- 
« » eſs. $77 . 


«© The aſcendant which prejudice had 

§. 14. on the multitude, and the weak and flow 
« impreſhon, which more ſolid and clear 

« principles made on prepoſſeſſion, did not permit 
« the Engliſh to diſtinguiſh readily the cauſes of 


« their poverty, and it was not till 1660 that our ſuc- - 


« ceſs and their loſſes | opened their Eyes, &c.” 

He goes on to page 13, in giving an account of 
the progreſs of the alterations made in the Engliſh 
Corn-laws, and there ſays, This is an account of 
« the origine, progreſs, and preſent ſtate of the Engliſb 
« policy in relation to the Corn-trade. It was ef- 
<« tabliſhed in paſſing through all the degrees of ex- 
« perience neceſſary to form, with a knowledge of 
«© the principles, a permanent plan.” 

| Nevertheleſs, he ſays page 17, © Our policy is 
<« {till imperfe&t and hath plain inconveniences 


* which cannot be removed, as long as the Bounty 
« ſubſifſts.” 

And page 24, by reaſon of prohibiting the 
e Importation, by exceſſive duties, England hath 
c been under a neceſſity to ſuſpend ſometimes that 
ce free commerce therein to which the Engliſh are 
% indebted oe the ſuperiority of their Tillage, 


cc and 


* Not being able te to meet with Culpeper's book, the a. | 


bove is tranſlated back from the French. 
t What loſſes he refers to doth not appear, the _— 
price was carried up to 403. in 1660. 
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« and conſequently, Ver the value of landed ates with 
Ut them. * 


| It may plainly be collected from this 
8. 15. pamphlet, which ſeems to be the work 
: of, or at leaft wrote under the direction 


of the Author of L' Ami des hommes, that the writer 


foreſees, if by the continuation of the Bounty we 
go on to encourage the Export, and by the high 
duties prevent the free Importation of Corn, the 
ſucceſs of the late alterations in their Corn-laws, 
as far as they regard Exportation, will be more 
materially obſtructed thereby, than by any op- 
poſition which can be made to them at home; and 
there can be no foundation of hope to ſee the 
time return, when the Corn of France ſhall AGAIN 


ſupply the Engliſb Markets, and n the ſales of 
that grown at home. 


: 


Page 35, &c. it is proved that the 

§. 16. ſcarcity | in France in 1740, was only ima- 
ginary, and aroſe ſolely from the reſtric- 

tions on the Corn-trade, the circulating thereof be- 
ing then unlawful, which prevented. the Merchants 
from ſpeculating in Corn; and by that means the 
whole ſtock was in the hands of the Farmer, who 
on its. growing dearer, left off ſelling and withheld 
it in hopes of a ftill higher price, An evil which, 
c 25 he ſays, is inevitable in all places, where thoſe 
« who are poſſeſſed of the Corn have nothing to 


fear from the e Merchants from a- 
25 roads 


+ The be is les forter a fink Cy 
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ec broad, [or others. Mr. Orry, he ſays, imported 
ce the value of "Thirteen Millions“, but there was 
« none of it ſold, and that Corn periſhed, becauſe 
cc on the arrival of that ſuccour, how moderate ſo- 


ever it was for a, great Kingdom4, where they 
e talked of want, the fear of loſs determined all to 


« open their Granaries , 


Have we not, more than once, found 
8. "Ow the like effects from a ſmall Importation?” 
HFath not every Importation, even at, It, — 
beginning, ſuch an effect as to prevent Corn grows . 
ing dearer /? And, do not theſe obſervations ſhew;the/ 
neceſſity of fixing a price at which Corn: ſhould be 
permitted to be imported duty free? Why ſhould not 
Wheat, for inſtance, be imported duty: free, when 
the price thereof is returned to and certified; fram 
the Quarter: ſeſſions to be fifty ſhillings, and ae 
Grain in Proportion d. gb 


We mußte, however, hea care not to fix the price 
too low, leſt we encenrage foreign e to 
the. detriment.of Our; em. 


A CHARTER 


deere 230,009 and otra ara. . 
4 Which is ſuppoſed to conſume more than IT EER 
MILLIONS of London quarters annually in Bread. 
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Or THE Nuns oF THE PEOPLE.” 


SECTION'L | ng 


* 


XTR 40 f fed . edler in 12mo, pub- 
liſhed at London, by Carew Reynel, ' Eſq. 1674, 


— The true Engliſh: Intereſt; page 59, of 


Marriage and Populacy. „Our people were con- 
<« ſumed mightily in theſe late years, ſome. three 
<< hundred thouſand - were killed in the late Civil 
ce Wurs; and about two hundred thouſand more 
have been waſted in re- peopling Ireland, and 
tuo hundred thouſand loſt in the great feel, and 
& as many more gone to the Plantations.” -- /;/ 

All theſe together make oo, ooo, and as 
the ur 5 are not greatly exaggerated, Rapin, 
vol. ij. fol. 224, ſays, 40, ooo were loſt in the ci- 
vil wars; but that he hath not given the whole num- 
ber: the account of re-peopling Ireland ſeems pro- 
bable, for, according to Rapin, vol. 2. fol. 386, 
_ upwards of 300,000 were maſlacred there in 1643, 
_ beſides what were afterwards killed in war. Near 
ſeventy thouſand died of the ſickneſs in the Bills 
only, and the numbers that for many years continu- 
ally withdrew to the plantations\ were very great. 
And ſuppoſing theſe accounts to be true, more than 
one eighth of the people were loſt by thoſe means ; not 
that it can be ſuppoſed the number was leſſened by 
one eighth, theſe loſſes were many K womit a 

bot 
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bout, W were at the . time nend making 

ood. | 
7 We have ies: 1674 had fun; wars, in which 
many lives were loſt ; but we have liad-no very con- 
ſiderable nig radene of our people, and by the re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nants in 1685 and other 

means have RE a 15 donſiderable nun 


There have beds) e 1685 2 g. 
4 2. veral accounts taken of the number of 
houſes in England and Wales. 
The firſt from the Hearth tax, publiſhed in 16935 
by John Houghton, F. R. S. and reprinted in 1727, 
by Richard Bradley, F. R. S. in a collection of pa- 
pers, called Huſbandry and Trade improved, which 
makes the number 1, 175,951, there are reaſons to 
think this was the work of Dr. - Halley, and this ac- 
count is copied in the preſent ſtate of England. 
The ſecond, which is publiſhed in No Philoſophi- 
6 tranſactions, vol. xlix. fol. 268. by Dr. Bracken- 
' ridge, who ſays, the Houſes, about the year 1710, 
he finds from a public. office, which had cauſed an 
account to be taken of them in order to lay a tax, 
were 729,048, and the cottages which were omitted, 
he ſuppoſes one fourth more, in all 91 1,370. ; 
The third, nat publiſhed, was in the year 1755» 
but contained only the total number of Houſes in 
England and Hals charged with che 4 which * 
695352. „ | 
The fourth, which alſo was not =blithed'h was iis 
year 1758, and contains an account of the total num- 
ber of Houſes in England and Wales, charged and not 
charged, inhabited and uninhabited, the whole number 
A a 2 of 


1 
- A2 * 


12 — 2 74 © 
3 + 4 £48 SIf5 
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of which is 986,482, of which there were Cottages 
282,429, and there were uninhabited 24,904. ' _ 
'This1aſt muſt be ſuppoſed the moſt exact account 
ever taken, and by its agreement with 1710, and 
1758, we may conclude that the number hath in ge- 
eral continued much the ſame; as to that publiſhed 
In 1692 it appears to have been only a calculation 
made from the produce of the Hearth-tax; and the 
number of Houſes ſet down, by ſuppoſing a cer- 
tain number of Hearths, about three. to, each. Houſe 


for the whole tax is ſaid to have produced 256,000. | 


per annum, Which at 28, per Hearth, allowing three 
to each houſe, will make the whole number amount 
to 883,333, the remaining number of 322,618 be- 
ing little more than one fourth of the whole, may 
be ſuppoſed to have been added for Houſes of and under 
208. 4 year, that were not chargeable. ich 
And that this is not mere conjecture, appears in 
that'the- number of Houſes in the Counties of Vert, 
AAidaleſex, including Lenabn, Kent, Een, Surry, 
and: Sufjex in the account of! 1758 is only 279,277, 
whereas in that 1692 it is 330, 103, that is more by 
86. 220 ab chat time than now a 5 0 it will be diff- 


44.4 a cult 

1 Kats, vol. 2. fol. 6 o. hg 
Numbers of Houles. | By 0 1692 1753 
Toriſtire — 106,151 — 96,212 


"Bradlejſex with London e — 
Ditto and Southwark gk  — — 890, 736 


Kent ne, 39-242 —_— 8285 
| Fo 7x —— : — g 34•8 19 — 2 5,59 
— : 8 X 12. Gi Wo © 34,218 n 14,721 
"Safes Sid o 1 21,337 3 16,356 


8 


5 3 — 27947 
Deduct 279,277 


Difference 56, 826 


wn. We A. Re a AR 38. ob 
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cult to prove that the number of e is leſſened in 
thoſe Counties finde 16922. _=_ 

This difference muſt therefore ariſe from the rate 
of Hearths, "whatever it was, *being-too low, and 
conſequently, calculating from the amount of the 
tax in each place made the nber of ae too 
great,” 

By the account of 1758, 704,053 Houſes were 
charged; by the account of 1755 only 692, 3895 
now between thôſe two. years the: Act of 31 G. 2. 
c. 22. paſſed which charged a greater number than 
the former Acts, ſou that theſe accounts agree very 
well with each other, and with that of 1710, 
Which ſuppoſeth 720, o48 the number proper to be 
taxed at that time; and it cannot be ſuppoſed but 


5 ſent to number them raiſed the account as high 


as poffible; upon the whole, there ſeems. reaſon to 
think, that for this Century paſt, the number of Houſes 
hath been near one million, and ſix to each dwelling 
is not over-ratinguthe people; which agrees with 
Dr. Brackenridge zuas may be ſeen (Philoſophical 
tranfactions, vol. xlix. page 279, and he cal- 
culates the annual inereaſe at 18, 00, which, be 
ſays, is ſmall but without the increaſe of Organs 


"would: be eee if any thingiat all. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Or THE SORTS OF BREAD, AND, WHAT NUM- 
BER OF THE PEOPLE EAT OF EACH. 25 


T is debian that Bread PEN RY of Wheat is be- 
come much more generally the food of the com- 

mon people ſince 1689 than it was before that time, 
but it is till very far from being the food of the peo- 
ple in general; and ſome, who have conſidered this 
matter with great attention, and are better informed 
in regard thereto than moſt enquirers generally be, 
were inclined to think that in the year 1764, one 
half of the people could not be apyoſes to red on 
ſuch Bread. 
In order therefore to get at all poſſible . in 
this matter no pains have been ſpared, and from a 
conſideration of the ſeveral ſorts of Grain with 
- which the London Market is ſupplied from, and 
ſends to the diſtant parts of | the Kingdom, after 
many enquiries made of, and converſations held 
with, many who travel into, and have lived, or 
live in ſeveral of the diſtant Counties; particularly 
the labouring people, who are beſt acquainted with 
the Bread they eat, and calculating the number of 
mouths from the number of Houſes, there is rea- 
ſon to think that more . half the people do live 
on ſuch Bread. 
This work would be too tedious to inſert, but an 
abſtract follows; in which, though there may be 
| ſome 


| or © Ms % WE YT \ k% Ea 
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7 Or THE Sons dns BREAD, Ce. 153 
ſome ſmall difference as to the number of Houſes 
as a full copy was not permitted, but only the total 
number and ſome. extracts *, yet the whole number 
the number wh eat Wheat is ſet rather too 10. 3 

The Kingdom, with Wales, is divided into fix" 
parts taking thoſe Counties which lie moſt contigu- 
ous as may he ſeen i in the Map. 


PA 


e* 


("Play thie firſt contains, K 

1 London with Middle- 8 Buckingham, 

ſex and Southwark, 9 Hertford, 

2 Eſſex, 10 Bedford, 

3 Kent, CONC D 2% 1 tuin 

4 Surry, I2 Huntingdon, 
„ | ©» THC: wy 
6 Hants, es 14 Norfolk, — 


7 Berkſhire, 


Part the ſecond contains, 


15 Wilts, 18 Devon, 
16 Somerſet, 19 Cornwall. 
17 Dorſet, 
Part the third contains, 
20 Monmouth, 26 Northampton, 
21 Glouceſter, 27 Salap, 
22 Oxford, 28 Stafford, 
23 Hereford, 29 Leiceſter, 
24 Worceſter, 30 Rutland, 


25 Warwick, 
| Part 


Which See note, page 180. 
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If Mn, 430 Northumberland. 
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Six Counties in South; and fix Counties in Nor 
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CHAPTER V. 


Or THE QUANTITIES OF THE SEVERAL $ORT8 


or GRAIN consuMED ANNUALLY IN THE 
KINGDOM. 


BECTI ON x 


IE quantity of Bread, which is Ar of an- 
finally donſumed by each individual, depends 
ſo much on his health, exerciſe, labour, conſtitn⸗ 
tion, and the quantity of his other ſorts of food, 


that after all our enquiries, we müſt be content with 


conjectures; but in order to found fuch conjectures 
on probability, here follow what material informa- 


tions could be obtained, with ſome obſervationt 


thereon, and averages of . ſtruck. 


Maitland, in his Survey 'of Leds, 

F. 2. ed. 1756, fol. 756, fays, * The Bakets, 
Sf « after ſome deliberation, unanimouſly 

ce agreed, that, including puddings and pies, and 
c other paſtry ware, the quantity of Flbur con- 
<« ſumed in this City and fuburbs would daily a- 


mount to en ouncet a per head,” To ſupply which 


Es ires 


GO TY 


Wherever Engliſh 9 is 3 that of A. 


So0irdupdiſe is meant. 
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requires 5b. 2Þp. * of Wheat, London meaſure | 
per annum. 


Dr. Brackenridge, in Philoſaphical tran- 
$- 3. faftions, vol. xlix. fol. 268, fays, 
«© Now it is known, and J have obſerved 
« jn the country, that labouring people in health 
eon the average eat one quarter, which is 512 lb. 
„ of Flour: [annually or 1 Ib. 6 oz, per day, we 
% may allow. that healthy and unhealthy do not 
& conſume half that quantity one with the other, 
« and to make the conſumption as /mal{ as can rea- 
„ ſonably be imagined, ſuppoſe three people, chil- 
* dren included, conſume as one labourer ;- fi, e. 
c one quarter yearly, or each perſon 7 O. per day, 
„ c.“ If the Doctor really means Flour, a third 
part muſt be added thereto, to ſhew the Wheat; if 
he miſtakes Meal for Flour, then it is the _ as 
Wheat; but he makes his buſhel 64 lb. whereas a 
buſhel of Meal is only 56 Ib. we will ſuppoſe he 
means Meal, 512 Ib. of which is full 1 qr. 1 b. per 
annum, the one third of which is _ 3b. | 


+ Note, The propents 7-4 the be. Floyr to the Wheat 
is as ſeyen to nine n ine 115 
on a medium; w alt proportion is 
throughout this Supplement, 2'9p * vb. be 
buſhel of Wheat is called fifty ſeyen pounds, whic 
is as much as all the Wheat fine and coarle to FARE, 
Statute-meaſure, would weigh; and here j at may e pro- 
per to remark, that ici London, and Wincheſter mea- 
ſure, are all the 4 a 

t 7 U the "fallow —— — 


reduced to nes EIS 


ſort, and ag 1 to eight 
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Mr. Hume, in his Eſſay, Edingb. edit. 
$. 4. 1752, page 235, of antient Nations, ſays, 
The portion of Corn given eyery 

* month to every man of full years in Rome was 5 
de modij or about à of an Engliſh buſhel *; i. e. 
“ qr. 2b. per annum.“ 0 8 


2 Mr. Wallace, of the number of man- 

§. 5. kind, Edingb. edit. 1753, page 293, 
ſſpeaking of the Athenians, ſays, They 
*© had of Grain alone, more than one Scotch, or 
“ about 1 4 Engliſh peck a week to each of them; 
% no inconſiderable allowance, conſidering the 
plenty of fruits and other proviſions with which 
tc Attica abounded.“ In proof of which he hath 
the i following note, viz. Many of the labouring 
* people in Scotland, when they are on board 
wages, have no more a week than two Scetch pecks 
of Oatmeal for the whole maintenance, One 
<< Scotch peck is to an Engliſh peck as 1,47 to one 
<< nearly.” The Athenians had 2 qrs. 3b. 2 p. of 
Wheat, and the Scorch have 4 qrs. 7 b. of Oatmeal 
pet annum. But query, if there is not ſome miſ- 
8 take 


Which he ſays, Was too little for a family, and 
« too much for an individual.“ But if by buſhel is 
meant that of London, it ſhould ſeem he is miſtaken, for 
according to what he ſays, the contents of the modius 
* weighed about glb. 8 oz, whereas, according to Dr. 
Arbutbnot, it weighed 14 1b. and above g, ſay 14 lb. 
$ 0z. the contents correſponding to one London peck, 
and 7,68 cub. inches, and we think Dr. Arbuthnot's 
—_—_ preferable to Mr. Hu me's, as he made theſe ſorts 
of enquiries his particular ſtudy, and call this 1 qr. 7 b. 
. per annum. e e 
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take in the laſt ? for it will require gqrs, 6b. of 
Oats to make 4 rs. 7 b. of Meal. 


In Lancaſhire, a meaſure of Oats, 
F. 6. equal to near half a London buſhel, makes 
9 Ib. which is a peck meaſure of Oat- 
meal, and what a labouring man eats in a week ; 
i. e. 3 qrs. 2 b. * of Oats per annum. 


Recherche de Monnoie, printed at Paris, 

$. 7. 17 62, page 157, ſays, a modius, or 

„ RNoman buſhel of Wheat was ſufficient 

eto ſupport a man a week; it is the preſent Tuſ- 

« can buſhel, and contains 16 lb. mare weight +; 
The Egyptian buſhel, which is at this day the Paris 

“ buſhel 1, which the Romans frequently uſed, weigh- 

« ed twenty French pounds. Our peaſants, one with 

e another, with the animals which they ſupport, con- 
ſume in the ſame time of eight days, twenty pounds 
3 of 


* Note, Two quarters of Oats will ſeldom make on 
quarter of Oatmeal. 9% dh437 T 

+ It is natural to ſuppoſe, the Tv/can E is here 
meant, but by the Author ſaying the JLalians are a litilę 
more moderate, it ſhould rather be underſtood of that of 
Paris, for then they eat 1 qr. 7 b. per annum; . e. 
four fifths of what the French eat; although if it is 
taken in this ſenſe, it ſhould ſeem there was no need to 
apologize for the great ſtomachs of the peaſants in com- 
pariſon of the Itallans, by introducing” other animals, 
and ſaying Bread is almoſt all they eat. However, we 
prefer the alteration as moſt probable. BR. 
t Twelve Paris buſhels make one ſetier, and the 
quarter of London is one ſetier and 435 ; therefore, the 
: "we is 4 b. 1p. and 3. See Z/ai ſur les Monnoies, fol. 
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make 4 ſetiers; i. e. 2qrs. 3b. per annum. 
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* of ſixteen ounces: It is true Bread is almoſt ql} 
they eat, and that the Haliaus are a little more 
<< moderate.” Sixteen pounds marc weight of Ty/- 
cany are, by Pereira's tables, equal to about 8 lb. 
avoirdupoiſe ; i. e. 7 b. 1p. per annum. Note, 
rtoenty pounds of Paris make 211b. 140z. 6dr. but 
we ſhall go by the meaſure, and 52 buſhels of Paris 


Eſſai ſur les mannoies, printed at Paris, 
8. 8. 1746, page 52, in the notes, ſays, © It 
is not thought too high an eſtimation 
4 erf the conſumption of men, one with the other, 
* to rate it at three ſetiers a year; if there are thoſe 
& who eat leſs, there are a great many who conſume 
„ more.” Now three ſetiers are full equal to 1 qr. 
Ab. 3 p. London meaſure. 
Page 57, It is eſtimated that thoſe who are 
<© the. greateſt eaters of new and ſoft Bread, con- 
be ſume four ſetiers a year (z. e. 2qrs. 1b. but that 
„ a fourth part remains in Bran*. Workmen and 
+. laborious people who eat only brawn bread eat 
more; it may be reckoned that thoſe whoſe labour 
« js the leaſt fatiguing eat two pounds and a quar- 
< ter, and thoſe whoſe labour is the hardeſt, as por- 
< ters, c. conſume as far as three pounds a day. 

2 lb. is 1 qr. 4b. 3p. and 3Ib. is 2qr.' 1b. per ann. f 
% Each domeſtic of Paris, on the footing of 9 ih. 
„ of Bread per week, without reckoning that eat in 
4 ſoup, or that which they eat as way-bits, would 
5 conſume annually 468 Ib. of white Bread, or 


* 'This aprees with note 187, which ſee. 
+ Note, In this Bread the bran is included. 


* 


8 - 2 


« who have not that which one gives to domeſticks 
„ befides their Bread.“ 


QuanTiTIEs or GRAIN CONSUMED. 1% 
ce three ſetiers of Wheat at leaſt: it will require 
ic more for workmen who eat very little meat, and 


Three ſetiers are equal to 1 qr. oh 3Þ+ 8 


meaſure. 


But notwithſtanding what this Author hath ſaid 


as above, he hath in his notes, page 57, as follows, 
vix. | 


„6 The priſoners, according to the e- 

b F OT, leventh article of the Arret of Par- 

„ liament, publiſhed the 18th June, 

« 171 ought to have each of them per day, a loaf 
«K of a good quality and of the weight of 14 lb. at 
« leaſt; ſo that the ſetier of Wheat making 272.1b. 
« of brown bread, will laſt them 1813 Days, and 
« they will conſume two ſetiers of Wheat at leaſt 
« ina year, i. e. I qr. ob. 2p. The ration of e- 


« 'very ſoldier is the ſame, a pound and a half be- 
« 'fides:meat-and wine. 


© The Cavalry are furniſhed, even on the march, 
© with 36 ounces of Bread per day, i. e. 1qr. 4b. 


3p. beſides two pounds of meat, and a pint and 
„half of wine. They conſume each three ſetiers 


on this footing.” The Quinze vingts, -* who had 


formerly four, have now only three ſetiers. 


1 


A ſort of hoſpital at Paris for blind men - 
men, both married and * who begun the churches 


and ſtreets, Richelet, 


* 
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try It appears that our ſoldiers have alſo 
F. 10. one pound and a half of Bread a day 
when encamped, and that the priſoners 

in ſome goals“ have the ſame, both theſe are brown 
bread made ſometimes with the Bran taken out, and 
ſometimes with it left in, ſuppoſe half of each fort, 
and then the conſumption is about 1 qr. I b. per head 


yearly. 


ee In the Royal Hoſpitals, at Chelſea and 
F. 11. Greenwich, the allowance is one pound per 
ml head a day of wheaten Bread, which it is 

faid will go as far as a larger quantity of brown, 
i. e. 7b. of Wheat a year. : | 


q From the inſpection of the accounts 
$. 12. of a pariſh workhouſe, within five miles 
| of London, for ſeven years J, it appears 
that they have conſumed on the average fix pounds of 
Bread per head weekly; i. e. fix buſhels of Wheat 
à year. ob 26S Dated $34 16 N 


2 


In London the priſoners have of Wheaten Bread 
only one penny loaf per day, and in ſome other goals 
one three penny _ loaf every two days; conſequently 


theſe allowances vary according to the price of Wheat, 
when Wheat is 45. a buſkel the firſt is 11 oz. and the laſt f: 
fixteen. | . ir 
t Viz. from March, 1753 to March 1760, and the hi 

numbers and ages of the poor on the average were as 
follows, not exceeding ten years 15, ten to thirty lo, . 
thirty to fifty 1 . fifty to ſeventy 31, ſeventy and upwards of 
5 ; in the whole /eventy four. | N ſe 


1 


# 


lik 


F. 13. © prentice in the country, we ſerved two 

«© ſingle men who were ſhepherds, who 

« conſtantly eat the one five quartern loaves and the 

«© other four every week, i. e. 29 rs. 3b. 2p. 2x 
« annum each.” 


Two Citizens of London, the one a 

§. 14. Jeweller and the other a Printer, ſay, the 

firſt, that he hath ten in family, of 

which ſeven are apprentices, that their weekly con- 

ſumption of Bread and Flour is ſeven half peck 

loaves, i. e. 6b. 2p. per head, per annum, the ſe- 

cond that he hath ſix in family, four of which are 

apprentices, and that his weekly expence of Bread 

and Flour is fax half peck n i. e. I qr. ** per 
head per annum. 

The medium of theſe two might be taken for the 
average of the Bread conſumed by the labouring peo- 
ple in London, i. e. 7b. 2p. n 
and call it only ſeven buſhels. 


SF 15. ſuch a ſituation, that what they and their 

' ſervants eat at market atleaſt equals what 
their viſitors edt in their houſes, ,conſume in their 
families, which together conſiſt of ſeventeen perſons, 


in Flour annually 24 ſacks, 1. e. ns 1b. 14p.' ber 
head. 


And it appears upon enquiry, from the quantity 
of Bread Corn ground at a mill in the country for 


ſeveral families there that they conſume about the 
like quantity per head. 


Cc Extract 
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A Baker ſays, When I was an M's 
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Extract of a Letter from Newcaftl 
8. 16. upon Tyne, Oct. 1765. 
« With regard to the quantity of Rye 
“ which will ſerve one man in Bread for one year, 
the moſt exact calculation I can get is as fol- 
c Jows, | 
« A labouring man 8 eats in a week ag 
“ much Rye Bread as cofts him 1s. 3d. which 
“ weighs 20lb. 100z:-and I am informed a in- 


<. cheſter buſhel of Rye when baked weighs four 


„ ſtone, ſo that at that rate a man will eat in a year 
s nineteen buſhels of Rye, 298. 3b. See the note 
at the end of the next Section. . 
That kind of Grain is not fo much uſed now 
* amongſt the poorer fort of people as formerly; 
for almoſt all the pitmen and thoſe labouring men 
& that earn above nine or ten ſhillings a week eat 
„ Wheaten-bread, ſo that I reckon only one half 
« of the labouring people in this n are now 
4 fed with Rye. * 

Upon receipt of the e a requeſt was made to 
know what quantity of Wheat a man conſumed, and 
the following anſwer returned. 


* The Wheat-bread "moſt in uſe a- 

&. 17. „ mongſt the labouring people, is what 

„ we call Houſhold-bread made of 1, 

« ad, 3d. and 4th Flour all mixed together, a la- 
c bouring man will eat of this Bread in a week as 
« much as coſts him 1s. gd. which weighs accord- 
< ing to the preſent Randard 181b. 1140. and ac- 
<« cording to the beſt information I can get a buſhel 
„ef Wheat, Y/inchefter meaſure, produces of 2.1 
81 20 3 t. 


QuanTrrigs of GRAN consuMED. i198 
t 3ft. 5lb. weight, and it gains when baked into 
„% Bread Elb. which makes 3it. 111b. in Bread. 


©« At this rate IJ reckon a man will eat in A year 181 b. 
of Wheat ka 2b. 1» 


ſt. Ib. 
« One buſhel of good Wheat 4 7 
« Deduct for Bika and Meal 1 
When ground ; OD 


l neatFlout,” 


Note, This writer is 8 exact, the only error 
he falls into, is one common to the moſt accurate wri- 
ters, vix. the taking for his calculations the weights 
of the be Wheat and Rye, which is 6 lb. above the ; 
average, and conſequently, we ſhould call the firſt 
29 rs. 5 b. and the ſecond, 2qrs. 4b. Op. . 
In order to make what hath been ſaid intelligi- 
ble, let us bring the ſame under one view, by Siu 
ing. 


A LIS T of the * ng accounts, be- 
$. 19. ginning with the leaſt and correcting Hume? 
account of the Romans, and the account 


from Recherche de monnoie, of the n by Ar- 
buthnot. 


Section 0 | Ars. b. p. 
3 Brackenridge's average & 7 0 
2 Maitland's dittys  =—=— © 5 2 

12 Workhoufe — 0 6 o 

14 Citizens — „ 

11 Hoſpitals wWheaten— n 
9 French priſoners and ſoldiers 1.0 2 
3 Breckenridge s labourers ——— 113 


Ce 2 ; 1% Our 


„ 
=> 


3 — 


1 
L. | 
* 5 
_ 
4 
[ 
L 
L 
1 
1 
% : 
I : 
8 : 
U py. 
: i 
ö o 
[ 
4% 
_— 
$ + 
* 
1 
4 0 
1 
* 
: 
. 
# 
: 
L : 
p | 
5 
b 
© * 


7 4 
i 
. 
| 
3 
q 


— 


a « _— — 


190 SUPPLEMENT. Chap. V. 


Section | rs. b. p. 
10 Our ſoldiers and "ne 7 £53068. 6: 
15 Farmers and Families 1 1 + If 
8 Average of French nation — x 4 
$ Domeſticks of Paris — 154 3 
9 French Cavalry and Ae Wee 14 
8 Ditto laboureres— e 

Italians o 1 8 

: 1 Tv 2 by Arbuthnot 1 - , 
8 French eaters — new Bread 2. 0 
8 Ditto porters — 2; 0 
7 Ditto peaſants... — 2 3 0 
2 Athenians — . 41 3 
13 Engliſb ſhepherds —— 4 
17 Ditto pitmen —— 2 4 0 
. Note, All the above are Wheat. | 
5 Scotch labourers + {4 2 0 
6 Lantcaſbire ditto Oats tes ad RD: +2 0 
237; ramen Rye: n=; 4 ey. 113 1:36! 


From the ſeveral accounts thus placed, 

98. 20. however trifling they may ſeem, there is 

rrleeaſon to conclude, that the quantity 

of Corn conſumed by the moſt laborious part of 

mankind hath been in all places, and at all times 

nearly the ſame, varying only according as the quan- 
7 of other food was more or leſs. 

F And FEY che ſaid accounts may alſo be 

1 21. formed ſome calculation of what the an- 

nual quantities of Wheat, Rye, and Oats 

are on the average which each * conſumes in 

* 


And 
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And, firſt as to Wheat, Dr. Brackenridge's three 
buſhels is ſo much below any account we ever found 
confirmed by facts, that it ought to be left quite out 
of the queſtion. Our ſhepherds and pitmen conſume 
ſo much above the common rate, that too much re- 
gard ſhould not be paid to the accounts of what 


they eat, though very well atteſted. Mr. Mait- 


land's account is given after fo careful an enquiry, 
that it ought not to be entirely diſregarded ; but it 
is only a calculation founded on opinion, and it is 
moſt probable that both the Workhouſe account, 
conſidering the ſort of people maintained there, and 


the account of the Citizens, conſidering the quan- | 
tity of other proviſions it is moſt likely their fami- 


lies eat, are below the average of the conſumption 
in London: for, beſides that they are barely equal 
to the conſumption in the hoſpitals, it muſt be ſup- 
poſed that much the greater part of the people do 
much harder labour and are not otherwiſe ſo well 
fed. . 
Dr. Brackenridge' s account of lh rers in the 
country, which is given from his own obſervation, 
agrees ſo well with the allowance to our ſoldiers and 
priſoners, and with the conſumption of the farmers 
and families in the country, which are found, after 
repeated enquiries, to be juſt, that it might very 


reaſonably be taken for the average of the conſump- 


tion of all eaters, of Wheat, more eſpecially when 
it is remembered how much the greater part of the 
people are in the ſtate of life he mentions, and how 
much more our ſhepherds and pitmen eat. 


However, that reſpe& may be paid where it is due, 


let. us ſuppoſe the whole number of men, women 
and children who feed on Wheat to be divided in 
| eight 
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eight parts, and that one part conſumes according 
to Mr. Maitland's, another according to the Vorl. 
houſe, a third according to the Citizens account, two 
others as the Doctor's labourers, and the remaining 
three parts according to the farmers ; and the ave- 


rage will be 1 qr. and ſomething more as may be ſeen 


below * ; but let us call it only the London or Win- 
£chefter quarter, which although it is more than the 
general eſtimation ;s ſtill rather below our opinion, 


and not two thirds: of the conſumption in France, 


even in Paris; and it doth not appear, there is ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to ſuppoſe we eat ſo much leſs, for our 
ſhepherds and pitmen prove themſelves equal good 
Bread eaters with the French labourers and porters. 


As to Rye, there can be but little dif- 

F. 22. ference between that and Wheat, and 

. it may be called 1qr. 1b. the Neu- 
caſtle account making it appear not to go quite ſo 
far as Wheat. | | 


London and the Bills are generally eſteemed about 
one tenth of the people, ſo that if we ſuppoſe three 
eighths to eat below what we have reaſon to efteem the 
average there, only two eighths at what appears the 
general average, and the remaining three eighths the 
next degree higher ; diſcarding the reſt, it ſeems very 


moderate. | 

| | qrs. b. p. 
One Maitland — 1 
One Workhouſe —— 0 6 0 
One Citizen : — a, 78 
Two labourers — * 30 
Three farmers — 3 4 of 

Total 8 0 21 


. *, "CY CTY Ss wo T7 
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As to Oats, Mr. JYallis's account, ſup- 


§. 23. poſing it 4qrs. 7 b. of Oats, as it approach- 
es that of the greateſt eaters-both at home 


and abroad, it tends to ſtrengthen and confirm 


them; but, as we are afraid we do not fully under- 
ſtood his meaning, we ſhall content ourſelves with the 
Lancaſter account, and deduct therefrom 3b. calling 
the average only 2qrs. 7b, 


There could not be any certain account 

§. 24. of. Barley obtained, other than that of an 
old careful man, who hath occaſionally 

fed a large family with Barley-bread in dear times, 
and faith that he always found it as cheap to feed his 
family with Wheat as with Barley, unleſs he could 
buy the Barley at two-thirds of the price of Wheat. 


Now the average buſhel of Barley will weigh barely 


491b. which is five-ſixths of the weight of Wheat, 


and if we allow one ſixth more for the deficiency of 


nouriſhment in Barley than Wheat; it agrees with 


his account, and we ſhould ſuppoſe the conſump- ; 


tion of Barley 1 qr. 4b. per head; but as the fa- 
mily might not like Barley-bread ſo well, or be ſo 


| careful of it as of W heaten-bread, and there doth 


not appear ſo much difference between the other 
Grains, ſay Iqr. 3b. 


Having now done with regard to the 
$. 25, quantity of Corn conſumed in Bread, let 


us conſider what quantity is conſumed in 
drink; and that made into beer appears to have been, 


on the average, from the account of the produce of 
the tax on Malt made for home conſumption for 
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fifty years, beginning with 1703 
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with 1753 excluſive, as follows, 


U 


: Chap, v. 


incluſive, and ending 


Years  Averages*®, 
from to qrs. b. 
1703 1713 2,959,003 7 
1713 1723 3,542,157 2 
1723 1733 3,359,071 2 
1733 1743 3,215,094 2 
1743 1753 3,404,026 1 


making Bread and Beer. 
bliged to truſt more to conjecture than in the fore- 


The general average of which is 3,295,682qrs, 
Ab. which may be called 3, 300, ooo, and ſtill be a 
very moderate account; for, by Stat. 12 Ann, c. 


2. F. 20. 24 buſhels of wet Malt is to be taken as 


20b. dry, and we may ſuppoſe the Duty is ſome- 
times evaded, and there can be no doubt but thoſe 
families who have compounded for the Duties found 
their account in ſo doing. 


| Wee are now to conſider what quan- 
§. 26. tities of each ſort of Corn are annually 
conſumed for other uſes beſides thoſe of 
In which we ſhall be o- 


going eſtimates, and yet it may be hoped, that from 


what will be ſaid ſome general idea may be formed 


of the amounts of the annual conſumption, and 
conſequently of the whole growth of the ſeveral ſorts. 
As to Wheat, the Meal or Flour thereof is uſed 


by Diſtillers, Starch-makers, Paper-hangers, Sta- 
tioners, n EET; and Trunk- 


makers, 


® The eaulacite of the amount of this tax may be 
taken as -arguments that the numbers of the people have 
continued nearly equal. 


{ 
| 
t 
t 
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| makers, and probably by ſome others; It is impoſſi- 

ble to ſay the exact quantity conſumed by all or ei- 

ther of theſe, but the whole annual quantity we eſ- 

tem at 90,000 qrs. the diſtillery uſing barely half 
that quantity. 

As to Rye, the Meal thereof is uſed by Tanners 
and to fatten hogs, and many Peaſe and ſome Beans 
and Barley are uſed for this laſt purpoſe. | 

Maitland, fol. 758, ſays, 186,932 hogs are ſold 
annually in London, call this one fourth of the 
conſumption ; and conſidering the hogs uſed for the 
Navy, ſay 800,000 is the whole conſumption: of 
the Kingdom; allow theſe two buſhels of Corn 
each, the amount is 200,000qrs. of which ſay, 
Peaſe and Beans 100,000, Barley 70, ooo, Rye 
30,000, to which add for Tanners and other uſes 
1,000, and the Rye, beſides for Bread, will de 
31,000qrs. 

As to Barley, ſay the Diſtillers uſe 44,000qrs. 
beſides Malt, which is accounted for before, to 
this add the 70, ooo for hags, and 3,000 for fowls, 
| and the Barley uſed, beſides for Bread and Beer, 
will be 117,000qrs. 

As to Oats, the average of the quantities 

brought by water, and meaſured in Lon- 

don in 1752 and 1765 is —— 290, 266 
Brought by land not meaſured annually 20, 800 


311,006 
From which muſt be deducted, being for 
double the quantities of 179 qrs. 7 b. 
Oatmeal exported and 1,513 qrs. of Oats 
fold ViZualing-Office 3-335 


Conſumed in London 307,681 
"I Ca 


l 
1 
f 


| which the reader is deſired to correct. 
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Call the conſumption of the Kingdom little mor, 
than- eight fold, and it will be 2,461,500 of On 
annually conſumed beſides in Bread. 

No notice hath been taken in the foregoing ac· 
counts of Beans or Peaſe, a very conſiderable quan- 
tity of each of which is conſumed annually both 
green and in the Grain for the food of man, and 
in the laſt for the food of beaſts, and no inconſi- 
derable quantity of Peaſe are ſhipped and uſed for 
part of the food of the Royal Navy and other ſhips, 
and of Beans for the Negro ſlaves. 

It may be ſuppoſed that the Beans ſold annually 
in London for the Negraes is 20,000qrs. that 
horſes eat 10, ooo, together 30,000, and if this is 
called-a third of the conſumption it will make the 
whole 90,000. 

The Peaſe fold annually in London to the Vifual. 
ling Office for an average of years hath been 4964 qn. 
to private Biſket-bakers about 3000, the ſoup is 
ſuppoſed to conſume 500, together 8464 ; call this 
a fourth, the amount is near 34, ooo to which add 
the 200,000 given to hogs, and the whole will bc 
134,000qrs.* 

The quantity of ſeeds ſold for oil in London an- 
nually varies very much, but it is ſuppoſed it may 
be fet at 15,000, and to be about the ſixth of the 
conſumption which makes the whole go, ooo qrs. 

Of the whole quantity of all ſorts of Corn and 


Grain annually grown, it is ſuppoſed, that one tenth 


is expended in ſeed. for to produce the enſuing Crop, 


ſome indeed fay a larger proportion is uſed for that 


pur: 


* By miſtake this is called only 34,000, page 140 


wol 
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purpoſe with us. And a French writer“ ſays, one fixth 
is applied to that uſe with them, it ſhould ſeem it 
cannot be leſs than one tenth ; if it is more, the Ex- 
port will ſtill be a leſſer part af the n than it 
| ſcems at preſent. 

The foregoing accounts and eſtimates are brought | 
together, and ſhewed in every view, that ſeemed ne- - 
ceſſary to make them uſeful from page 140 to 146, 
and fome ſhort remarks are there made on them, to 
which we cannot forbear to add, that from them it 
appears, we depend more immediately than moſt 
men imagine for our daily Bread on providence, 
whoſe gifts are ſo equally and regularly dealt out, 
that it very rarely happens, notwithſtanding the un- 
certainty of the ſeaſons, on which the whole in ap- 
pearance ſo much depends, that the annual produce 
of the earth is not equal to the neceſſary ſupport and 
wants of man, provided he is not wanting on his 
part to endeavour to obtain it by a due application 
to that labour to which he was at firſt condemned, 
and from which he never can be diſpenſed with; for ler 
him exert all his ſkill and abilities to the utmoſt, it 
ſeems impoſſible*for him to obtain ſo great a ſur- 
plus t, as to have it in his power to forbear to till the 
ground, even for one year, but that he muſt through- 
out his life ſubſiſt by a continual labour and conſtant 
dependance on him who hath promiſed N _ 
time and harveſt ſhall never fail. | 


D d 2 CHAPTER 


Equi ſur les monnoies, fol. 19. 

t He muſt be 34 years ſtoring it up in common Crops, 
and more cannot be expected; and beſides, the time it 
would take up, many other obſtructions, ſome of which 
are noted in the foregoing work, tend to render ſuch an 


attempt abortive. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Or THERE Housks, INHABTITAN TS AND CORN 
CONSUMED IN LONDON AND PARIS, 


N the courſe of the foregoing enquiries, ſome 
accounts were met with, which, at firſt ſight, 
ſeemed to lead to the ſtating of a more particular com- 
pariſon of the numbers of Houſes and Inhabitants and 
quantity of Corn conſumed annually in London and 
Paris than hath yet appeared. 

But a very little application diſcovered the mil. 
take, and from the judicious remarks made concern- 
ing thoſe two Cities, by the Author of the Police if 
France, part 5. fol. 123, it appears probable, that 
all the compariſons, which will ever be made, will 
be done with ſo ſmall a degree of certainty, that they 
will ſerve for little more than to amuſe, which is all 
that the reader hath to expect from the contents of 
this Chapter. 

The exact number of Houſes in Londen and the 
bills of mortality could not be obtained ; but in 
1758 the whole number in London, Weſtminſter, 
Southwark, and the whole County of Middleſer, 
was 89,736, and if we ſuppoſe the number in the 
County of Middleſex out of the bills equal to that 
in Surry, viz. 14,721, the number in London and 
the bills will be 75,015, and each houſe muſt con- 
tain eight perſons to make the number of Inhabi- 
tants 600,120; i. e. one tenth of the people, which 
they are generally eltermed. 


According 


1680 
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According to the rule laid down by Dr. Bracken- 
ridge*, which was founded on obſervation, of add- 
ing 2,000 for Diſſenters and Jews to the annual 
bill of mortality, and multiplying by thirty, it 
appears, that the number hath been from the year 


1680 to 1760 on the average 766,090 ; i. e. above 
ten to a houſe. 


Here follow the averages of the bills of Mortality for 


the ſaid time}. 
Years | 7 
from bills added Inhabitants 
1680 to 1700 — 21,566 — 23,566 — 706,980 
1700 — 1720 — 22,085 — 24,685 — 740,550 


1720 — 1740 


— . 26,990 — 28,990 — 869,700 
1740 — 1760 — 


. 22,905 — 24,905 — 747,150 
1760 —. 23-530;— 25,536z— 766,090 
We are unable to reconcile theſe accounts, but 
by whatever number the bills are, or ſhould be mul- 
tiplied, it will appear, if we truſt to them, that al- 
though the buildings are ſo much increaſed, yet the 
number of people are of late diminiſhed within the 
bills of mortality, and that from 1740 to 1760 there 
was not one eighteenth more than from 1680 to 1700, 
nor doth the deſtruction of the human ſpecies diminiſh 
but increaſe, for the births in the firſt period were as 


681 to 1000, in the laſt only 638, as may be ſeen by 


the account. 


Az 


* Philoſophical Tranſactions, vol. xlix. article gg. 


T. Note, Theſe averages are taken from the account 
publiſhed by Corbyn Morris, Eſq. to 1750, and continued 
down to 1760 in his method. : 
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An account .of the ber of the births to the burials 


1680 — 1700 as 681 
2900 — 1720- — fa 


1720 — 1740 — 649 f to 1, ooo. 
1740 — 1760 — 638 | 
1680 — 1760 — 672 


Some idea may be formed how deſtructive the A= « 
bove difference hath been by the following account 


of the numbers which have been loſt by the deaths 
exceeding the births, viz. 


per ann, total, 
1680 to 1700 — 6,897 — 137,552 
1 
1720 — 1740 = 9,473 — 189,467 
1740 — 1760 — 8,281 — 165,630 
1680 — 1760 — 7737 — 619,003 


After the above was wrote, whilſt the a+ was 
in the preſs, we have had an opportunity to com- 
pleat the account for the laſt five years, ending Dec, 
1765, and the average is 


Deaths with addition Inhabitants 
23.993 — 25,993 — 779,790 
Births to Burials as 664 to 1000. 

Loſs per annum 8,061, in the whole 40,305. 

By the beſt accounts that could be obtained of 
the Corn-trade in London, the annual average of 
the whole quantity meaſured by the Meters for ſe- 
venteen years, ending with 1764, was *1,200,000qrs. 
and half of that quantity hath been ſold in Meal, 
Flour, Barley, Malt, Oats, Beans and Peaſe, with 

which 
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which the ſaid Meters had nothing to do, in the whole 
2,000,000qrs. of which *x50,386qrs. 1 b. have been 
exported *, and 28,053qrs. 3b. have been delivered 
to the Victualling Office b, for the ſeryice of the 
Navy. For theſe a deduction muſt be made of 
356,879qrs. being double their amounts by reaſon 
they have been meaſured twice, we muſt alſo dedu& 
$0,000qrs. for half that quantity carried coaſtways 
and laid up, which is alſo meaſured twice; alſo 
300,000qrs. for Oats, 40,121 qrs. for 20,060qrs. 
4b. of Beans and Peaſe ſhipped off, 18,000qrs. for 
the ſame eat by horſes at home, and 15,000qrs. for 
ſeeds : all theſe deductions amount 800,000qrs. and 
leave 1,200,000qrs. for the ſupport of the Inhabi- 
tants in Bread and Beer, and for other uſes. , 
Great as this quantity appears it ſeems to be much 
under rated, if common report ſays true, viz. that 
more than half thereof is annually expended in 
drink, 

If the drink conſumes only 660,000qrs. it is 
one fifth of all the Malt for which duty hath been 
paid, and the Citizens ſeem to drink more than their 
ſhare; for they are but about one ninth of the Beer- 


drinkers 
- Export. | * Via, Office. 
5,624 1 Barley 5,098 o Malt 
68 © Malt 4,964 3 Peaſe 
179 7 Oatmeal 2,109 4 
4.473 1 Rye 1,513 6 Oats 
140,041 o Wheat 14,367 6 Wheat 
150,386 1 | 28,053 3 
2 WN 


| 178,439 4 double is ROY OL 0 
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drinkers, as it is reckoned that there are about nine 
Hundred thouſand perſons in the Cyder Counties, 


VIZ. Bvmerſet, Glouceſter, Worcefler, Devon, Mon- 


mouth, and Hereford, and that fall two thirds of 
them drink no Beer. 


But pleaſe to remember that all thefe accounts are 


founded on . gi except thoſe 1 Wee have: an 


aſteriſ before them. 


In one year, ending Nev. 8, robe. the quantity 
of Oats meaſured was 316,416qrs. In one other 
year, ending Nov. 8, 1752, the quantity was 
'264;117qrs. ſo that the annual increaſe in the con- 
| Jumption in thirteen years is '52,2999qrs. which will 
maintain $023 m allowing each 2. buſhels a 
_ 

This Mereaſe in the conſumption of Oats in e 
2 is wholly attributed to the greater number of 
horſes kept now than heretofore, and one principal 
cauſe for their being kept, is the great improvements 
made in the roads, and as thoſe improvements are 
now become almoſt general throughout the King- 
dom, we may ſuppoſe the additional number in the 
whole at leaſt eight fold that in Londan; and then, 
can it be made a query, whether the Land employed 
to grow food for the ſaid horſes is not one means of 
raiſing the price of black cattle? 


That the number of horſes bath increaſed in 


London as above, is highly probable, for all the Oats 
in 1765, at the ſame rate of allowance, after de- 
ducting 46, 416 for other purpoſes, will ſupport only 


20,000, and all the Oats in 1752, after deducting 


43.117, would ſupport but 17,000, ſo that the in- 
creaſe is only from ſeventeen to twenty, i. e. not 


from four to fve. 9 >” £69457 
Tha 


N 
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The houſes in Paris 1736 were 28,571, and the 
Author of the Police, page 125, ſays they are not 
ſince increaſed, but calls them 29,000, and makes 
the number of Inhabitants at 20 to each 'Houſe 
580, 00 but he obſerves, page 129, the bills of 
mortality there, are leſs extenſive than thoſe at Lon- 
An. | | 


The average of the — conſumed i in Paris in the years 
1729 and 1730, in French and Engliſh meaſures 
Was as under, 


French meaſure Engliſb meaſure 

muids ſet. boiſſeau qrs. b. 

Wheat and Rye 81,241 10 4 — $28,073 L 
Oats — 17,283 7 O — 112,343 2. 
Barley — _ [2999 4 6 — 17545 6 


—_. 


101,224 9 10 — 657,96 T 


—— 


Note, The muid is Tavelve ** „ each twelvs 
buſhels of all Corn; except Oats, and there the 
ſetier is divided into twenty-four buſhels, but two 
of theſe buſhels are no more than one of the firſt®, 
The muid, as well as the ſetier, being the ſame in 
all, and as the ſetier is 4 b. 1;p. London meaſ 
the muid contains. exactly 6qrs. 4b. Landon mea» 
ſure, 

My Author ſays, that allowing a muid, i. e. 6qrs. 
4b. of Oats to keep a horſe a year there would not bg 
found full 17, 300 in Paris in 1729 : it is to be ob- 
ſerved that allowing double that quantity, the horſes 

e in 


* See Police, page 101. 
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in Louden in 1752 were 17, 000, and in the year 1765 
were increaſed to 20,000. 

Such of theſe accounts as FOR to France which 
are not noted to be taken from the Author of the 
Police, may be found in the Eſſai fur es manmoies, 
from page 50 to 61, &c. which work contains many 
entertaining and uſeful conjectures. 

Wecould have wiſhed to have been more ben 
lar, but it was not in our power. 
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PACE 23, line 1, for and enported read exported 
and—P. 87, l. , from bottom, after ſhould in- 
ſert not—P. 100, l. 12, for Bo r. 1 8 6- 


7 105, I. 14, for 124 r. 1 I 4—Ibid. I, 


22, for 1 15 C 1; 1 156 , 106, I. 9, for 
1 118 r. 1 10 9—l. Io, for 6 4 r. 7 4+ 
P. 111, col. 5, 1. 1, 2, and 3 in the figures, for 
3, 6, 3, r. 5, 4, 6— Col. 7, for 5, 4, 6, r. 3, 6, 
3 P. 180, the reference to Rapin is from 256,000 
IJ. 1x—=the reference to the Houſes is from the word 
now, I. 23—P. 190, I. 8, for 4 r. 43. 

If any other miſtakes ſhould appear, the reader is 
deſired to correct them. ' 


